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Donald Segfer (left) , Glenn Hammond (center) and Glenn We-
ber, were among about 30 people who gotinto the spirit of Spiked
Hair Day at the Senior Progress Center in Colby Tuesday. Cen-
ter Director Donna Schielke said it was the first time the center

has done that particular activity and was surprised so many
chose to participate. She said many who didn’t have their hair
spiked decided to have it done when they saw the others. Next
week’s event is “wear something you wouldn’t normally wear.”

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Rodeo costs prompt special meeting

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press
Rodeofeeswereontheagendaat
a special Thomas County Fair
Board meeting Tuesday night.
The board discussed a lease for
the Colby Community Collegero-
deo team and al so application fees
for the Professional Rodeo Cow-
boysA ssociation and theWomen’'s
Rodeo CowboysAssociation.
Board treasurer Audrey Hines
said theleaseisfor therodeo team

70 for Thursday

Colby, Oakley, Hoxie
area

Tonight...Clear. Lowsin
the lower 30s. Southeast
winds 10 to 15 mph.
Thursday...Mostly sunny.
Highsaround 70. Southwinds
10 to 20 mph. Thursday
night...Partly cloudy. Lowsin
the mid 30s. Southeast winds
15 to 20 mph shifting to the
east 5 to 15 mph after mid-
night. Friday...Partly cloudy
inthemorning thenbecoming
mostly cloudy. A 20 percent
chance of rain showers.
Cooler. Highsinthemid 50s.
Northeast winds 5 to 10 mph
shifting to the north 10 to 20
mphinthe afternoon. Friday
night through Sunday...Partly
cloudy. Highs in the 50s and
60s. Lowsin the 30sand 40s.

Thenumbers

Tuesday’shigh, 68

L ow thismorning, 25

Recordsfor March31,91in
1946 and 0in 1901

Year ago today, 78 and 32

Precipitation past 24 hours,
0.00

Marchtotal, 0.74

March snowfall, 1inch

Soil temperature, 53

Thesources:

TheforecastisfromtheNa-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Exten-
sion Center, Colby.

A recordedforecast updated
throughout theday isavailable
by calling (785) 899-7119.

Current temperatures are
available by calling 460-
TEMP.

to use the fairground arena for
workouts during the school year.
“That contract will be for the next
year,” Hinessaid, addingitwill run
from September 2004 to May 2005.

Theboardwill takeactiononthe
leaseat itsregular meetingonApril
8.

Fair board member Gary Garrett
told the board the application fees
totherodeo associationshavebeen
paidintheamount of $575. Hesaid
getting the feesin 120 days before

therodeowould savethefair board
$100-$150.

In other business, president Stan
Strange said electrical work will
begin soon at the fairgrounds. He
said moreelectrical outletswill be
installed along with several lights.

Sevenof theoutletswill beputin
the poultry/cattle barn and three
moreinstalledinsidethehorsebarn.
Strange said they’ re also checking
to seeif the fairgrounds needs an-
other transformer.

“Hopefully we'll have some
pricesbeforetheregular meeting,”
hesaid.

They also touched briefly onthe
sidingwork being completedonthe
barns. Strange saidthework ispro-
gressing well.

“I’mvery happy withtheway it's
shaping up over there,” he said.

The board also went into execu-
tive session to discuss personnel
issues. No action was taken when
they returned to open meeting.

Contest isa first for Colby seniors

Trip to Nebraska
will test knowledge
of local delegation

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Five Colby High School seniors
will be taking part in an academic
competition Friday at Chadron
(Neb.) State College.

Students attending are Collin
Bielser, Erika Erickson, Theo
Kleinsorge, Taylor Miller and Jes-
sicaMorton.

What makes this contest special
toColby students, saidAndy Boell,
high school math teacher, isthisis
the first time the school has com-
peted at Chadron State and is aso
the only school representing Kan-
sasto bethere.

Colby’s involvement with this
competitionwasinitially prompted
by studentswho wereunableto at-
tend an earlier competition at Fort
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Career day planned next week

Hays State University due to con-
flictsin November.

“It wasfor that reason that some
of the students were interested in
another academic competition that
would beofferedinthe spring,” he
said.

“Having attended Chadron State,
| remembered this event was in
March.”

Colby will beinthesecond high-
est divisioncompeting against high
schools in Wyoming, South Da-
kota, Nebraska, and Colorado.

Although thetesting isfree, stu-
dentsmust pay for travel and other
expenses, hesaid, whichiswhy the
Colby High School Science and
Math clubsare sponsoring thetrip.

There are 48 tests available and
students may take up to threetests,
Boell said.

Chadron State officials added
that plaques are awarded to the
schools scoring the most pointsin
each of thefive divisions. Medals

areawarded tothetop three people
in each test and seniors who place
first in atest will get a scholastic
achievement award covering tu-
ition.

Thereisatotal of 59 highschools
entered in the inter-high school
scholastic contest with more than
1,800 students planning to partici-

pate.
Thestudentswill leaveColby on
Thursday so they can be ready for

testing early Friday morning, Boell
said.

Boell wanted to recognize Liz
Strand, another math teacher at
Colby High School, who will ac-
company the students to Chadron
and to Roni Dietz, science club ad-
visor, for her help andtimein mak-
ing thetrip possible.

The contest, Chadron officials
said, isbelievedtobetheoldest and
largest in the High Plains region
with testing over nearly every as-
pect of thehigh school curriculum.

Class reunion scheduled

County to rebid
landfill project

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Rebiddingthelandfill excavation
project and the
county’s five-
year road plan
were on the
agenda at this f (
morning’'s Tho- -
mas County -
Commissioners
meeting at the
courthouse.

The commis-
sionersreceived
only onebidfor thelandfill excava-
tion project earlier this month and
it wasfrom Sporer Land Develop-
ment in Oakley.

However, Commissioner Ron
Evanssaid thebid wasrejected be-
causeit didn’t meet specifications.

He said the project will berebid
andthedeadlinefor submitting bids
will be May 3, when they will be
opened. They would like the work
on the project finished by Novem-
ber.

In other business, the commis-
sioners heard from Clair Schrock,
supervisor of the county road de-
partment.

Schrock wantedtotalk about the
prioritiesfor thecounty’sfive-year
road plan.

Hewanted to know if they could

Ron Evans

makeHortonAvenue, whichrunsin
front of the Oasis Travel Plaza, &
priority if the county receives
money from the state and instead
put off aprojectinvolvingtwomiles
of road north of Levant.

Schrock saidthat projectisn’t due
until 2008 but said they could find
out about themoney for the Horton
Avenue project soon.

“Ifiledforitayear ago,” hesaid.
“They haven'tletanythingoutyet.”

If they receive the money,
Schrock said it will be used to fin-
ishlaying concrete or asphalt from
Horton Avenue east to the [-70 in-
terchange.

“That’ssomethingfor ustothink
about,” Evanssaid.

In other business, Ron Redick
fromHi PlainsMental Healthintro-
duced himself to the commission-
ers.

Heisthenew branch manager of
the Colby High Plains Mental
Health branch office. He told the
group hewantedtoaddressany con-
cernsor commentsthey had on the
services the organization offers
Thomas County.

Redick saidtheofficeemploys19
peopleinthecounty, including him-
self.

Commissioner Glen Kersen-
brock said the commissioners ap-
preciatewhat High Plainsisdoing.

I deas for spring

Hundreds of people attend last weekend’s Better Home and
Living Show at the Colby Community Building. More than 40
exhibitors offered ideas on how to spruce up the interior and
exterior of a home. The show had displays to include financ-
ing, landscaping, campers, boats and more.

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

Aviation safety seminar planned

The Colby Grade School Site Council membersare plan-
ningacareer day for studentson Thursday, April 8. Students
infifth gradewill be shadowing a person in the community
asheor shegoesthroughanormal morningonthejob. Inthe
afternoon, student in gradesK through fifth will participate
in a“Career on Wheels’ project at the school, said Terrel
Harrison, principal. Students will learn about professional
who use wheeled vehiclesin their work.

Vendors wanted for Chautauqua

Food vendorsareneededin Juneduring Chautauqua, said
L eilani Thomas, oneof thecommitteemembers. Any groups
or organi zationslooking for afundraising event might want
to consider this opportunity during the week of June 11
through June 15. Food serviceisneeded each evening from
5to 7 p.m. with beverages and sandwiches offered. Some
suggestionsfor afood booth mightincludesloppy joes, ham-
burgers, polish sausages, bierock or casseroleitems. Dessert
items such as pie, brownies or cookies can also be served.
Groups interested in being a Chautauqua vendor are asked
tocall theColby ConventionandVisitorsBureau at 460-7643
or writeto 350 S. Range#10.

Corn growers meeting next week

The Northwest Kansas Corn Growers Association will
holditsannual meeting at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, April 6,inthe
Gem Community Building, Gem. Featured speaker at the
event is Mary Knapp, state climatologist, a Kansas corn
grower update and scholarship award. For questions, call
JulieSaddler at (785) 462-2237 or SteveFriesen at 462-6343.

The Colby High School Class of 1984 has scheduled its
20th reunion for July 2, 3, and 4, coordinators of the event
said. Inan effort to communicate with othersin that class, a
website has been set up for registration and other informa-
tion. The addressis: www.colbyhigh-1984.com

Free sports physicals offered in May

Colby Medical and Surgical Center, 175 S. Range, will
offer free physical examinations for students in Colby,
Rexford and Brewster for the 2004-05 school years. All
physicals will be given on Tuesday, May 11 with students
from Colby MiddleSchool arrivingby 5:30 p.m.; Colby High
School by 6:15 p.m., and for Golden Plains and Brewster
students, 7 p.m. Thisisafree servicefor area studentswho
plan to participate in athletic events next year. Any student
planning to participatein the physical examinationisasked
to bring the forms with them, which are available at the
schools. For questions, call (785) 462-3332.

Coaches needed for swim club

The Colby Swim Club is now taking applications for
coachesfor summer swim. Any personsinterestedin coach-
ingareaskedtocall Mark and Angie Goudy, Brewster, at 694-
2599 or Tracy and Robyn Rogers, Colby, at 462-3128.

Heartland SHARE sign-up

Heartland SHARE sign-up isApril 5-9 at State Farm In-
surancewith delivery at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, April 25 at the
Sacred Heart School gym. A food share is $17.50 plustwo
hoursvolunteer service. For information, call 460-3579.

Therewill beanaviation saf ety educati on seminar, Satur-
day, from9am.to 3 p.m. at the Col by Senior Progress Cen-
ter, 165 Fike Park. Theseminar isanational program devel-
oped by the Federal AviationAdministration Central Region,
said Mark Ostmeyer, manager of the Colby Municipal Air-
port. Theprogramisdesignedto makeusingall typesof air-
ports, airways and other situations safe and fun. For ques-
tions, call BruceAllred, (316) 941-1208 or Ostmeyer at (785)
462-4438.

Puddle Duck enrollment continues
Pre-enrollment for Puddle Duck Preschool, which starteo
today, will continue Thursday from 4-6 p.m., at 520 W. 5th,
Colby. The preschool is hon-denominational and open tc
children 3, 4, and 5 years of age. For information or ques-
tions, call Amy Jennings, director, at 460-2603 or 460-8388.

Performance planned in Oakley

Red, Hot & Blue! will performinthe Oakley High School
auditorium at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday. The group has been
enjoying afive-year run in Branson, Mo. and reminisces
about the“good old days,” said Vicky Waldschmidt, medie
correspondent withWestern PlainsArtsAssociation. Admis-
sion at the door $15 for adults, $8 for students or by WPAA
Season Passes.

Thispresentationissupported by theHeartland ArtsFund,
aprogram of Mid-AmericaArtsAlliancefunded by the Na-
tional Endowment for theArtswith additional contributions
fromthe K ansasArts Commission, and foundations, corpo-
rations, and individual sthroughout Arkansas, Kansas, Mis-
souri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, and Texas.
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