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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE ACADEMY’S
DOORS ARE MADE ENTIRELY OF IRON. IT’S THE
SCHOOL OF HARD KNOCKS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals T

Cat shdtersteach lessonsof life
Abigail

Van Buren

e Dear Abby

DEARABBY: Springishere, and
once again animal rescue workers
arepreparingfor theinevitable: kit-
ten season.

Sheltersfrom coast to coast will
soon be inundated with pregnant
cats, mother cats with kittens and
unwanted litters.

| am writing to remind people
about theimportance of spaying or
neutering their cats.

Too often we hear about parents
wanting to give their children an
opportunity towitnessthe* miracle
of birth,” so they allow their cat to
have onelitter.

What most peopledon’t know is
that they canreducethefelinepopu-
lation by having their own cat
spayed or neutered and still partici-
pateinthemiracle.

All they need to doiscontact any
privateor publicanimal shelter and
offer to become foster parentsto a
pregnant cat. Their offer will be
greatly appreciated.

The shortage of foster homes at
thistime of year isimmense.

Most shelters, like our own, pro-
videthefoster familieswith support
that includes: education about preg-
nant cats, testing of cats for feline
AlDSandleukemia, medical atten-
tion when needed, help with sup-
pliesif thefoster family isunableto
pay, spaying or neutering of the
mother catsand kittens, and finally
— finding good permanent homes.

Thank you for getting the word
out, Abby, and for all your support.

— JACQUELINEWOOD,
MEOW CAT RESCUEIN
KIRKLAND, WASH.

DEAR JACQUELINE: You
have made a terrific suggestion,
onel’msuremany peoplehaven’t
considered.

Parents who want their chil-
dren to witness the “ miracle of
birth” and plantoget rid of thecat
and her litter should first ask
themselveswhat kind of message
they aresending.

By adopting your idea, theles-
son would be conveyed that pets

are more than expendable com-
modities—their liveshavevalue.

DEARABBY: | need help deal-
ing with my alcoholic husband,
“Tom.”

Hedrinksfrommorningtill night.
Now my children say he's bribing
them not to tell me.

What bothers me most isthat he
drinks and drives when he has our
10-year-old son, “Tommy,” in the
car with him.

Tommy described several places
where his dad bought vodka and
7UP. Another time Tommy told me
his father bought him candy at the
moviessohewouldn’ttell meabout
thedrinking.

My mother-in-law has advised
me to approach the matter “posi-
tively.”

Shethinksthat if | tell Tom | can
no longer trust him with the chil-
dren, hewill try to corrupt them to
spiteme.

| don’t want my childrento grow
uptobeliarsand substanceabusers.
What can | doto fight this?

— TOM’SWIFE

DEARWIFE: | agreewithyour
mother-in-law on one point. You
should “ positively” tell your hus-
band that he will either get help
for hisdrinkingimmediately or he
isout thedoor.

Drivingachild whileunder the
influenceischild endanger ment!
That hewould bribe his son and
encourage him tolietoyou isan
indication of how much hisaddic-
tion to alcohol hasimpaired his
judgment.

You cannot “fix” your hus-
band; only he can dothat. But at
all costs you must protect your
children.

The wor st thing you can do
under these circumstances is
nothing.

| recommend that you attend
someAl-Anon meetings. You will
benefit from it.

Al-Anonisal2-step fellowship
of men, women, adult children,
and children whose lives have
been affected by the compulsive
drinking of a family member or
friend.

The toll-free number is (888)
425-2666.

DEARABBY: “Paul” and | have
beendatingfor about 10 months. He
iswonderful.

Heisgoingthroughadivorcebe-
cause throughout his 20-year mar-
riage, hewasunfaithful to hiswife.
Paul swears hewill never cheat on
mebecausel amexactly what hehas
beenlooking for.

Paul’s friends are cheaters, too,
and frankly, I'm worried he will
eventually stray, no matter what he
saysnow.

Recently Paul asked meto move
inwith him.

| am 32 and he's46. Doyouthink
because he's older now he will re-
ally be ableto change?

— LOVINGAN EX-
CHEATER

DEAR LOVING: No, | donot.
And birds of afeather flock to-
gether. Listen to your intuition.
I nstead of movingin, moveon.

Editor’snote: Dear Abbyiswrit-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, alsc
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips.

Write Dear Abby at www.Dear-
Abby.comor P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, Calif. 90069.
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good as a third method of play, which con-
sists of leading alow diamond from your
hand at trick four and playing low from
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L et sassumeEast winsand shiftstoaheart.
You go up withtheace, cashtheA-K of dia-
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monds aredivided 3-3 or 4-2, an 84 percent
probability. It is therefore the best percent-
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