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Ardath Beringer of Colby Photo looked at some of the items on
display in her window for the Colby Community College Endow-
mentAssociation Auction to be held Saturday at City Limits Con-
vention Center. Items are also on display at the His Shop. The
doorsopenat4:45 p.m. and will be followed by a buffet dinner at

Colby

High

senior going
to Caucus

By TISHA COX

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

5:30 p.m. and a live auction at 7 p.m. Endowment Association
Director Nick Wells said lastyear’s eventraised $50,000 for schol-
arships. The theme is “Hollywood on the Plains” and people will
have the chance to win a one-carat diamond. Tickets are still
available by calling 462-4684.
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Aninterest in seeing democracy
at work is what
got Colby High
School senior
Chris Gordon a
place as a del-
egatetotheFirst
district Demo-
cratic Caucus at
Ellsworth on
Saturday.

Gordon was
chosen as a del-
egate during the 40th Senatorial
District Caucus held in Colby on
March 13. He said he was the
youngest person there and was
proud to be selected.

“l wasvery excited,” he said. “I
wasn’t sure how thewhol e process
works. I’'mvery obliged and grate-
ful.”

He got interested in the election
process after watching what hap-
pened with the 2000 presidential
election. Gordonsaidhewasalittle
disappointedwiththeway it turned
out, but he said it also showed that
people can make a difference.
“It showed every votecounted,” he
said.

Whenheturned 18, hedecidedto
getinvolvedattheparty level. Gor-
don said the Demacratic Party fits
hispersonality becausehe' salways

C. Gordon

been opinionated and liberal. He
said the party reflectsthat.

“1 just thought | neededto get in-
volved,” he said. “I thought this
would beagreat way todoit.”

Gordon hasfilled out his paper-
work to become eligible as a na-
tional delegatebut he' Il havetowait
and see what happens at Ellsworth
on Saturday. He'sal soready to sup-
port one candidate.

“1"m putting my support behind
(Sen. John) Kerry,” Gordon said,
adding helikesK erry asacandidate
because he has experience in the
Senateand politics, wasawar herc
and has military experience and i<
good on foreign policy.

Gordon said his parents are be-
hind himand hismother Cathy was
also elected as a delegate. “We
didn’t intend it but we both got
picked,” hesaid.

Heand hismother will beamong
the delegates from the First Con-
gressional District, whichincludes
Thomas County, at Ellsworth El-
ementary School. Thedoorsopenat
1p.m.andthecaucusstartsat 2 p.m.

Delegateswill be chosen for the
Democratic National Convention
inBoston July 26-29. TheFirst Dis-
trict will elect five delegates anc
oneaternate.

Kansaswill sendatotal of 41 del-
egates and six alternatesto the na-
tional convention.

Founder of many car dealerships in Kansas faces child sex charges

WICHITA (AP)—A philanthropistwho
founded several car dealershipsin Kansas
has been charged with having a sexual re-
lationship with a 15-year-old.

Rusty Eck, 75, of Wichita, faces one
count of indecent libertieswithachildand
three counts of aggravated indecent liber-
tieswithachild.

The charges were formally presented

during Eck’sfirst court appearance Wed-
nesday.

Thecasewasscheduledfor apreliminary
hearing April 13.

A co-defendant, John Profita, 47, of
Wichita, was charged Tuesday with iden-
tical counts.

Accordingtothecriminal complaint, the
crimes occurred during January and Feb-

ruary of thisyear andinvolvedthesame 15-
year-old victim.

One count alleges the men solicited the
teento ' engageinlewdfondling or touch-
ing.”

Theother threecountsallegethemen had
sexual intercoursewiththeteen, according
toinformation from the courtsin Wichita.

Eck wasreleased from jail on Tuesday.

Hisbond had been set at $250,000.

Eck, the founder and former owner of
Wichita's Rusty Eck Ford dealership, do-
nated money to the Wichita State Univer-
sity baseball program, which nameditssta-
dium after himin 1984.

Adecadelater, heand hiswifegave$1.75
millionto KansasNewman College— now
Newman University—andanew building

on campuswas named for them.

His son, Les Eck, who bought out his
father eight years ago, said that Rusty Eck
hasan officeat thedeal ership, but hespends
80 percent of histime on afarmin Rice
County.

““Obviously, it’s embarrassing to the
familyandtotheZOOempone% LesEck
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60s for Friday

Colhy, Oakley, Hoxiearea

Tonight...Partly cloudy.
Lowsintheupper 30stoaround
40. Southeast winds 10-20
milesper hour. Friday...Partly
cloudy. Highsin the 60s. East
winds 10-20 miles per hour.
Friday night...Partly Cloudy.
Patchy fog toward morning.
Lowsinthe30s. East winds10-
20miler per hour, decreasingto
5-10. Satur day...Partly cloudy.
Patchy fog early morning.
Highsintheupper 50stoaround
60. East winds 5-15 miles per
hour.

Thenumbers

Wednesday’shigh, 70

Low thismorning, 30

Records for April 1, 87 in
1940 and -4 in 1936 (lowest
April temperatureonrecordfor
Colby)

Year ago today, 85 and 37

Precipitation past 24 hours,
0.00

April total, 0.00

April snowfall, 0

Soil temperature, 53

Total March precipitation,
0.74

Total March snowfall, Linch

Thesources:

Theforecast isfrom the Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center, Colby. Arecorded fore-
cast updated throughout theday
is available by calling (785)
899-7119. Current tempera-
tures are available by calling
460-TEMP.

New physical therapy clinic opens on Range Avenue

By TISHA COX outpat|ent services to the commu-
Colby Free Press nity,” shesaid.
The community has gained an- Stephens said [

other new business.

Called Northwest KansasPhysi-
cal Therapy, owned by physical
therapist Dawn Stephens, it is lo-
cated in the former KLBY-TV
building on Range Avenue.

Stephens said she used to work
for atherapy clinic housed at Lan-
tern Park Manor in Colby, which
has since closed.

Theclosing prompted her toopen
her own business.

“| wanted to continueto provide

people thought
theclinicat Lan-
tern Park only
worked withthe
nursing home
but that wasn’t
the case. Many
of the same ser-
vices that were
provided at that

D. Stephens

clinic will continue at Stephens’
clinic,includingsportsinjury reha-  ment therapy and foot pain.
bilitation, wound care, foot orthot-

| wanted to continue to provide out-
patient services to the community . ..”
Dawn Stephens, physical therapist,
in response to why the
new business was started

Brewster and Victoria.

She also wants people to know
that they accept most insurance ex-
cept Medicaid, which they are
working on.

“It's a complicated process,”
Stephenssaid.

She said she’shappy to have her
own business and isalso glad it’s
been busy already.

Stephens said she has a back-

ics, worker’s comp, pool therapy,
Medicare patients, joint replace-

Stephenssaid theclinicwill ser-

viceall of northwest Kansasand she
has patients from around the area,
including Colby, Quinter, Wa-
K eeney, Winona, Hoxie, Goodland,

ground in sports, explaining she
played basketball at Penn State
University and earned her master’s
degree in physical therapy from
Wichita State University.
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Memory Walk set for Saturday

The Alzheimer’s Association is planning a “Memory
Walk” in Colby starting at 1 p.m., Saturday, with registra-
tion and the walk beginning at 1:30 p.m. The event will be
heldin FikePark for the purpose of raising awarenessabout
Alzheimer’s, said RhondaRiedel . For questionsor informa-
tion, call her at 673-3149 or 800-487-2585.

Aviation safety seminar planned

Therewill bean aviation saf ety education seminar, Satur-
day, from9am.to 3 p.m. at the Colby Senior Progress Cen-
ter, 165 Fike Park. The seminar isanational program devel-
oped by theFederal AviationAdministration Central Region,
said Mark Ostmeyer, manager of the Colby Municipal Air-
port. Theprogramisdesignedtomakeusingall typesof air-
ports, airways and other situations safe and fun. For ques-
tions, call BruceAllred, (316) 941-1208 or Ostmeyer at (785)
462-4438.

Blood drive next Wednesday

TheAmerican Red Crosswill hold ablood driveat Colby
High School from 8 am. to 2 p.m. on Wednesday, April 7.
Donorsareaskedto bring photoidentification. Walk-insare
welcome or an appointment can be scheduled by calling 1-
800-448-3543.

Singles dance Friday

The Colby Singles Group has planned a dance, Friday,
from 8 p.m. to midnight at the American Legion in Colby.

Swingin’ Country fromImperial, Neb. will provideentertain-
ment. All singlepeopleand alumni areinvited to attend. For
questionsor other details, call Don Birzer, 462-2127.

Easter Cantata scheduled

A community-wide Easter Cantatawill be performedat 7
p.m.onGood Friday (April 9) at theBerean Churchin Colby.
The publicisinvited to attend.

Career day planned next week

The Colby Grade School Site Council membersare plan-
ningacareer day for studentson Thursday, April 8. For ques-
tions about career day, call the school at 460-5100.

Senior dance planned

The Retired and Senior Volunteer Program annual recog-
nitionnightwill befrom7-9 p.m. Wednesday, April 21 at the
American Legionin Colby. Thedanceisopentoall seniors
and the Ramblin’ Andy Family Band will provideentertain-
ment. Ticketsareavail ableat the RSV POffice, PO. Box 803,
Colby, Kan.67701 or call (785) 462-6744. Ticketsmay also
be purchased at the door.

Vendors wanted for Chautauqua

Food vendorsareneeded in Juneduring Chautauqua, said
L eilani Thomas, oneof thecommitteemembers. Any groups
or organi zationslooking for afundraising event might want
to consider this opportunity during the week of June 11
through June 15. Food serviceisneeded each evening from
5to 7 p.m. with beverages and sandwichesoffered. Groups

interestedin being aChautauquavendor areaskedtocall the
Colby ConventionandVisitorsBureau at 460-7643 or write
to 350 S. Range#10.

Corn growers meeting next week

The Northwest Kansas Corn Growers Association will
hold its annual meeting at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, in the Gem
Community Building, Gem. For questions, call Julie Sad-
dler at (785) 462-2237 or Steve Friesen at (785) 462-6343.

Class reunion scheduled

The Colby High School Class of 1984 has set its 20th re-
union for July 2, 3, and 4, coordinators of the event said. In
an effort to communicate with othersin that class, awebsite
has been set up. The addressis: www.colbyhigh-1984.com

Coaches needed for swim club

The Colby Swim Club is now taking applications for
coachesfor summer swim. For information, call Mark anc
Angie Goudy, Brewster, at 694-2599 or Tracy and Robyn
Rogers, Colby, at 462-3128.

Free sports physicals offered in May
Colby Medical and Surgical Center, 175 S. Range, will
offer free physical examinations for students in Colby,
Rexford and Brewster for the 2004-05 school years. All
physicals will be given on Tuesday, May 11 with students
from Colby Middle School arriving by 5:30p.m.; Colby High
School by 6:15 p.m., and for Golden Plains and Brewster
students, 7 p.m. For questions, call (785) 462-3332.
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