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Nice honor for Rep. Moran

Tothe Colby Free Press:

| was reading Congressman Jerry Moran’s “ This Week in Con-
gress’ columnandinithementionsanaward hereceived. | passthat
part of thecolumnalong for theFree Pressto sharewithitsreaders..

It reads:

“TheNational Association of Wheat Growersrecently presented
mewiththe2003‘ Wheat Champion’ Award at an eventinWashing-
ton, D.C. Thisawardispresented to Members of Congresswho ac-
tively support the goals and policies of the wheat industry. At the
awards ceremony, | was introduced by John Thaemert of Sylvan
Grove, thepast-presi dent of the KansasA ssoci ation of Wheat Grow-
ers and the current secretary-treasurer of the national association.
Other recipients of the award include Senator Kay Bailey-
Hutchinson of Texasand Congressman Earl Pomeroy of North Da-
kota.

“Each year, more than 400 million bushels of wheat, worth $1
billion, areproducedinKansas. Thisrepresentsmorethan one-fifth
of all wheat produced in the United States. Wheat is an important
component to the Kansas economy and to our job base, and | am
honored to receive the * Wheat Champion’ Award.”

Personswho hadreadthelast | etter | wroteto CongressmanMoran
on Notch Reforminthe Colby Free Pressinquired of mehow to get
a'Petition Approval’ form so that they could Petition Members of
theU.S. Houseand U.S. Senate, so| sent theinformationandit also
was published in the paper.

My father wasawheat farmer for aperiod of timeafter he’ d served
intheArmy inWorldWar |. My husband and hisbrother also owned
wheat|land andwereabletofinishtheir coll egeeducati onafter World
War 11 with income from the sale of wheat which was doing very
well at thetime.

| see by the newsthat awoman in Garden City isselling Russian
thistle all over the world on the Internet. It certainly isanostalgic
reminder of themiddlewest. Someone might want to sell strandsof
wheat; that woul d beeven better. | used toget ahandful when| came
homeonvacationwhen | waslivinginCalifornial (Of course, | eat
bread made of wheat.)

Ms. EdnaA .Hatcher
Colby

hatcher @st-tel.net
(Letter #21)

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com, fax (785) 462-7749, or dropyour sub-
mission off at the office. Remember to include aname, address and
daytimetelephone number. Unsigned | etters cannot be published.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-
@ink.org
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“THOSE Republicans just don't get it!” —
Democrat talking.

“ThoseDemocratsjustdon'tgetit!” — Repub-
lican talking.

Therearetimesl| don’t think either oneknows
which end of the ruler hasthe smallest number.

Thiscould well be my family. You see, origi-
nally, we were afamily of Democrats. Dad
dabbledinlocal politics— butisn’t al politics
local ? City commissioner of Hays, mayor, Ellis
County Clerk, precinct committeeman, died-in-
the-wool Roosevelt Democrat. Mom, not nearly
asactive, was comfortablein the Democrat tra-
dition. Ironically, she died the day before elec-
tionin 1972 andwasasupporter of South Dakota
Senator GeorgeMcGovern.. | wasn'tfor theguy
but | marked my ballot for him in deferenceto
my mother.

Oldest sibling, Norbert, was Ellis County At-
torney early on. First District chair, State Party
chair, chairman of the Bob Docking for gover-
nor campaign, delegate to several national con-
ventionsand wasthe person most responsiblefor
the appearance of President John F. Kennedy in
Haysin 1959 as K ennedy wastesting the presi-
dential waters. Helived politicsto the extreme.
Now, in his aging years, he sometimes fondly
recalls those experiences. But unfortunately,
health doesn’t allow him to be engaged to any
degreeintheart— healwaysthought of politics
asanart— but hewatchesand listensnow from
thesidelines.

He, of al thesiblings, carried onthetraditional
approach to politics as preached by our father.

Brother Don served ontheHaysPublic School
Board, and brother Dean was involved in poli-
ticsin Texas for some years and had served on
that state’s board of education and did histhing
for the betterment of hispolitical choicein that
state.

Therest of usdid our thing in our way.

We were united as a family of Democratsin
years gone by, but asthe years moved on mem-
bers of the clan began shedding the political
clothingweweredressedin. Wearenow ahouse

In

This week’s response to this regular Friday
column was exceptionally good. | have enough
stuff to last a coupl e of weeks, but keep it com-
ing. Enjoy.

Inthebeginning, God created theHeavensand
the Earthand popul ated the Earthwithbroccali,
cauliflower and spinach, green and yellow and
red vegetablesof all kinds, so Man and Woman
would livelong and healthy lives.

Then using God's great gifts, Satan created
ice cream and delicious, mouth-watering,
glazed-dripping doughnuts. And Satan said,
“You want chocolate with that?” And Man
said, "Yes!” AndWomansaid, “Andaslong as
you're at it, add some sprinkles.” And they
gained 10 pounds. And Satan smiled.

And God created the healthful yogurt that
Woman might keep the figure that Man found
sofair.

And Satan brought forthflour and sugar from
thecaneand combined them. And Womanwent
fromsize6tosize 14.

So God said, “Try my fresh green salad.”

And Satan presented rich dressings, buttery
croutons and garlic toast onthe side. And Man
and Woman unfastened their beltsfollowingthe
repast.

Godthensaid, "I havesent you heart healthy
vegetablesand oliveoil inwhichto cook them.”

And Satan brought forth deep fried fish and
chicken-fried steak so big it needed its own
platter. And Man gained more weight and his
cholesterol went through the roof.

God then created alight, fluffy white cake,
named it " Angel Food Cake,” and said, "It is
good.”

Satanthen created chocol atecakeand named
it, "Devil’sFood.”

God then brought forth running shoes so that
Hischildren might lose those extra pounds.

And Satan gave cable TV with aremote con-
trol so Manwould not havetotoil changing the
channels. And Man and Woman became couch
potatoes as they watched those imagesflicker-

You THINK YOU’RE
DEPRESSED NOW? WAIT UNTIL
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it a house divided

Tom Dreiling

hOMy
Turn

divided — five Democrats and three Republi-
cans — and | think one of thosefiveisa“wa-
vering” Democrat.

Youcanbesurethatinthis, apresidential el ec-
tionyear, eachin hisor her ownway istalking
up hisor her choice for the White House. Per-
sonally, | like the split. There's nothing more
boringthen everyonebeing for thesameperson,
cause, position. Now truefamily debatesarethe
rule.

| have no idea what politics my nieces and
nephewsare. Thereare so many of them—and
mean MANY — that if they wanted they could
break away from what they now are and form
their ownparty and haveapretty substantial base
of support.

| often wonder, however, how my parents
would view their children if they were still
around. | have a hunch that they would be
pleased becausethey taught ustotravel theroad
best suitedfor our very ownjourney, andto make
adifference.

They would havenoregrets.

DON'T forget to turn your clocks up one
hour this weekend as Daylight Saving Time
kicksinat 2 a.m. on Sunday.

THERE are alot of folks who can’t under-
stand how we cameto havean oil shortage here
inAmerica. Well, there'savery simpleanswer.
Nobody botheredtocheck theoil. We justdidn’t
know we were getting low. The reason for that
is purely geographical. All our oil isinAlaska,
Texas, California, New Mexicoand Oklahoma.

the beginning

TD

® At
Week’s
End

ing on the screen as they gained even more
pounds.

Then God brought forth the potato, naturally
low in fat and brimming with nutrition.

And Satan peeled off the healthful skin and
sliced the starchy center into chips and deep-
fried them. And Man gained pounds.

God then gave lean beef so that Man might
consumefewer caloriesand still satisfy hisap-
petite.

And Satan created the fast-food joints with
their bargain priced doublecheeseburgers. Then
said, “You want frieswith that?” And Man re-
plied, “ Yes! And super size them!” And Satan
said, "It isgood.” And Man went into cardiac
arrest.

God sighed and created quadruple bypass
surgery.

Then Satan created HM Os.

Great truths that little children have
learned:

1) Nomatter how hardyoutry, you can’t bap-
tize cats.

2) Whenyour Momismad at your Dad, don’'t
let her brush your hair.

3) If your sister hitsyou, don't hit her back.
Parents always catch the second person.

4) Never ask your 3-year old brother to hold
atomato.

5) You can't trust dogsto watch your food.

6) Don’t sneezewhen someoneiscutting your
hair.

7) Never hold aDust-Buster and a cat at the
sametime.

All our dipsticksarein Washington, D.C.

Y OU people with computers— and that's e
lot of you — are familiar with the flood of e
mails that push all kinds of products and ser-
vices. The onethat caught my eyethismorning
had this typed in the subject line; “Viagra—
direct to your doorstep.” | wondered if Viagre
wasperhapsreplacingtheicemelt| usetoclea
my doorstep of the slippery coating Mothet
Nature sometimes applies.

A DISTRAUGHT senior citizen phoned her
doctor’soffice. “Isittrue,” shewantedto know
“that the medication you prescribed has to be
takenfor therest of my life?’

“Yes, I'm afraid so,” the doctor told her.

Therewasamoment of silencebeforethese:
nior lady replied, “I’mwondering, then, just how
serious is my condition. This prescription i
marked ‘NO REFILLS'.”

MIGHT again mention that tickets for the
Tasteof Home COOKING SCHOOL at Ma
JonesFieldhousein Goodland areavail ablehere
at the Free Press office. In advance the ticket:
are$7, whileat thedoor they are $8. The school
isscheduled for April 13. Doorsopenat 5 p.m
(Central Time), with the program starting at 7.

THE church bulletin notes, “ The peacemak-
ing meeting scheduled for today hasbeen can-
celedduetoaconflict.” Andalsothat, “ Thecos
for attendingthe Fastingand Prayer conference
includes meals.” And finally, “ At the evening
servicetonight, the sermon topic will be Wha
is Hell? Comeearly andlistentoour choir prac-
tice.”

HAV E agood evening and agood weekend!
Remember to include Palm Sunday servicesir
your planning.

Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press. Hi:
column appearsWednesdays and Fridays.

8) You can't hideapieceof broccoliinaglass
of milk.

9) Don’'t wear polka-dot underwear under
whiteshorts.

10) The best place to be when you're sad i
Grandpa'slap.

Great truthsthat adultshavelear ned:

1) Raisingteenagersislikenailing Jell-Otoe
tree.

2) Wrinklesdon't hurt.

3) Familiesarelikefudge...mostly sweet, with
afew nuts.

4) Today’smighty oak isjust yesterday’s nut
that held itsground.

5) Laughingisgoodexercise. It'slikejogging
ontheinside.

6) Middleageiswhenyouchooseyour cereal
for thefiber, not thetoy.

Great truth about growing old:

1) Growing up ismandatory; growing old
isoptional.

2) Forget the health food. | need all the pre-
servatives| can get.

3) Whenyoufall down, youwonder what el se
you can do whileyou’ re down there.

4) You're getting old when you get the same
sensationfromarocking chair that you oncegot
fromaroller coaster.

5) It’sfrustrating when you know all the an-
swers but nobody bothersto ask you the ques-
tions.

6) Timemay beagreat healer, butit’salousy
beautician.

7) Wisdom comes with age, but sometimes
age comesaone.

Thefour stagesof life:

1) You believein SantaClaus.

2) Youdon't believein Santa Claus.

3) You are SantaClaus.

4) You look like Santa Claus.

*kkk*k

Got something for “ At Week'sEnd?” Please
send it to td@nwkansas.com, or fax it to himat
(785) 462-7749. You canalso sendit by regular
mail to 155 W. 5th, Colby 67701. Thanks!



