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School board to learn more
about online state assessments

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press
A curriculum presentation on
Kansas Assessment online testing
will be one of the items on the
agenda at Monday’s Colby school
board meeting. Theboardwill meet
at 7 p.m. at the new administration
building at 600 W. Third.
SuperintendentKirk Nielsensaid
this year students took part of the
stateassessmentsonlineandit’sthe

first time that option has been of -
fered. He said during the demon-
strationtheschool board couldfind
out someof theresultsbecausewith
the online testing, some are avail-
ableimmediately after astudent fin-
ishesthetest.

“Not everyoneinthe stateisdo-
ingit,” hesaid. “Weagreedtodoit.
It'spretty interesting.”

At the March 22 school board
meeting, curriculumdirector Diana

Wieland said thedistrict wasdoing
its assessments online and was al-
most finished.

Alsoontheagendaistheissueof
how the board evaluates Nielsen's
performance.

He said board members have
expressed interest in finding a dif-
ferent method becausethey’ vetried
several over theyears.

Nielsen said he'sprovided some
optionsandwill find out at theM on-

day meeting if there is anything
they'reinterested in.
Theagendaalsoincludesprinci-
pal, curriculumand superintendent
reports, Kansas Association of
School Board dues, emergency sub-
stitute licenses and negotiations.
Nielsen said thenegotiation pro-
cess for teacher contractsis just
getting under way. “They really
haven't startedyet,” hesaid, but the
processwill take sometime.

Signs of spring!
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Puddle Duck Preschool students in Colby, Lander Niblock, Kora dents, she said, enjoyed a walk to look for signs of spring and
Schindler, Patyn Pfeifer and Lexy Kraft took treats from teacher
Amy Jennings this morning at the home of Patyn Pfeifer. The stu-

had a picnic and other activities to celebrate the beginning of

spring.
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By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Amending the contract and the
changein price
for water and
land rights met
withapproval by
the Colby City okl
Council duringa -
special meeting
called on Tues-
day.

Intheoriginal
agreement, the
city offered G &
E Farms, owned by M ax Embreeof
Colby, $352,000for theland. How-
ever, after reviewing information
from the Department of Water Re-
sourcesin Topeka, the Groundwa-
ter District #4 and other sources, it
wasdeterminedthat theinitial pro-
posal for water rights was calcu-
lated too low.

With the discovery of the calcu-
lationerrorinwater rights, Embree
said he wanted to keep the water
rightson land he still owned at the
higher total, which resulted in the
city’sfirstagreement beingless. For
that reason, said Mayor Warren

Mayor Hixson

Hixson on Thursday, the city
changed its contract price tc
$305,800.

Carolyn Armstrong, city man-
ager, said two years ago the coun-
cil started talking about theneedfor
additional water rights.

Thenext step wasto then contact
landowners and inquire as to
whether they would sell to the city
senior water rights.

Most of the property owners ap-
proached, except for Embree, were
not interested in selling land and
water rights or if they were prices
were not reasonable.

Theland purchasedissouth of the
Thomas County landfill, she said,
and on the east side of theroad.

Withtheapproval to buy theland
andwater rights, thecity now hasan
additional 51 milliongallons, mak-
ingthetotal water rightsfor thecity
at 762 million gallons.

Currently, thecity isworking on
getting easementsfor installingthe
water main, Armstrong said.

Putting theamount of additional
water into perspective, Armstrong
said that with the added water
rights, thecity will beableto pump
that area eight hours aday for 171

New Mexico man charged with robbery, assault in Goodland

GOODLAND —ANew Mexico
manwascharged Tuesday with ag-
gravated robbery, aggravated as-
sault and felony theft in Sherman
County District Court in a holdup
Monday at theTotal servicestation
onK-27.
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60 for Saturday

Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea

Tonight...Partly cloudy.
Lows in the lower 40s. North-
east winds 5-15 miles per hour
and gusty. Saturday...Partly
cloudy. Highsaround 60. North-
east winds 5-15 miles per hour.
Saturday  night...Partly
Cloudy. Lowsin the upper 30s.
Southeast winds10-15milesper
hour. Sunday...Partly cloudy.
Highs in the lower 60s. South
winds 10-20 miles per hour.

Thenumbers

Thursday’shigh, 76

Low thismorning, 37

Records for April 2, 86 in
1921 and-1in 1936

Year ago today, 86 and 44

Precipitation past 24 hours,
0.00

April total, 0.00

April snowfall, 0

Soil temperature, 55

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center, Colby. A recorded fore-
cast updated throughout the day
isavailableby calling (785) 899-
7119,

The attendant reported being
robbed at knifepoint about 1:40
a.m. Monday.

MelvinA. Finley I1, 19, of Albu-
querque, N.M., ischarged with the
theft of a carton of cigarettes, $20
worth of gasand about $600in cash.

Thecomplaintfiledindistrict court
said Finley assaulted theattendant,
Trinity Murray, by placing aknife
at his back and telling him “not to
be stupid.”

TheNew Mexicomanwasheing
heldinthe Sherman County Bastille

on $50,000 bond. He was arrested
east of Brewster on [-70 by Colby
Policeand ThomasCounty sheriff’s
officers, who had heard the call on
arobbery in Goodland.

Thomas County officers said
they found money and aknifeinthe

Colbyite promoted to Hays bank

Colby banker Les Brown has

joi ne_d thg com-
mercial division —
r %

of EmpriseBank
Les Brown

at Hays asvice
president, it was
announced to-
day.

Brown spent
thepastsixyears
asvicepresident
and commercial
lender for First
National Bank in Colby. Prior to

that, he served as assistant vice
president for Bank IV in Great
Bend.

Brownisanative of Hoxieand
a1993 graduate of Fort Hays State
University withabachelor’sdegree
in business administration in fi-
nance.

Hereceived hismaster’sdegree
inbusinessfrom Fort Hays Statein
1995 while working as a graduate
assistant at the Small BusinessDe-
velopment Center.

Brown hassince completed sev-

eral Schoolsof Banking courses
and has also participated in nu-
merousK ansasBankersAssocia-
tion sponsored seminars and
workshops.

Brown has served as a volun-
teer reporter for the Colby Free
Press the past couple of years
with his focus on the wrestling
program at Colby Community
College.

He also wasinvolvedinlive
televisioncoverageof Class3-2-
1A statewrestling.

vehicle.

Finley’s companion, a 15-year-
old girl, was taken to the juvenile
holding facility in WaK eeney.

County Attorney Bonnie Selby
saidWednesday that Finley andthe
girl arewantedinAlbuqguerque, and

may be sent back there.

Selby said the vehiclethey were
driving had been stolen in Albu-
querque, where Finley allegedly
held awoman at knife point at an
automatic teller machine and stole
her car.

FORT RILEY (AP) — Resi-
dentsnear thishistoricArmy post
were moved by the death of five
Fort Riley soldiersin Irag, but
a sounderstoodthelosswaspart
of war.

“Every timeweloseoneit'sa
tragedy for thefort and the com-
munity,” said Geary County
Sheriff Jim Jensen, a Vietham
veteranand member of theAmer-
ican Legion, pausing for amo-
ment Thursday in Junction City.

Residents mourn soldiers

“They are part of our commu-
nity.”

Soldiers, who declined to dis-
cuss the latest developments,
continued to frequent Junction
City’sdowntown, shopping, pay-
ingbillsand grabbingabiteto eat

The soldierswerekilled Wed-
nesday when a bomb detonated
under their M-113 in Maahma,
an areain the Sunni Triangle —
roughly between Baghdad,
Ramadi and Tikrit.
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College board to meet

The Colby Community College Board of Trustees will
meet at 5p.m. on Monday intheboard room of theadminis-
tration building. Itemson the agendainclude apresentation
from Bob Hartsook and John Pepperdine of Hartsook and
Associatesonfundraising, approval of contractsand agree-
ments, tuition and fees, student/trustee dinner, policiesand
procedures manual, and faculty contract negotiations. The
meeting isopento the public.

Singles dancetonight

TheColby SinglesGroup hasplanned adancetonight from
8p.m.tomidnight at theAmerican LegioninColby. Swingin’
Country fromImperial, Neb. will provideentertainment. All
singlepeopleand alumni areinvitedto attend. For questions
or other details, call Don Birzer, 462-2127.

Commissioners to meet

The Thomas County Commissionerswill meet at 9 am.
Monday at the courthouse. Items on the agenda include

Juanita Dewey, administrator of the county health depart-
ment, D’ Ette Scholtz and JoeL iebbrandt fromtheExtension
office, Maybelle Moore and Donita Applebury with a pre-
sentation on microfilming county records, and opening of
carpeting bidsfor new carpet at the Thomas County Office
Complex. Themeeting isopen to the public.

Memory Walk planned Saturday

The Alzheimer’s Association is planning a “Memory
Walk” in Colby starting at 1 p.m. with registration and the
walk beginning at 1:30 p.m. The event will beheld in Fike
Park for thepurposeof raising awarenessabout Alzheimer’s,
said Rhonda Riedel. For questions or information, call her
at 673-3149 or 800-487-2585.

Aviation safety seminar Saturday
Therewill beanaviation saf ety educati on seminar, Satur-
day, from9a.m.to 3 p.m. at the Colby Senior Progress Cen-
ter, 165 Fike Park. The seminar isanational program devel-
oped by theFederal AviationAdministration Central Region,
said Mark Ostmeyer, manager of the Colby Municipal Air-

port. Theprogramisdesignedto makeusingall typesof air-
ports, airways and other situations safe and fun. For ques-
tions, call BruceAllred, (316) 941-1208 or Ostmeyer at (785)
462-4438.

Easter Cantata scheduled

A community-wide Easter Cantatawill be performed at 7
p.m.onGood Friday (April 9) at theBerean ChurchinColby.
Thepublicisinvited to attend.

Blood drive next Wednesday

TheAmerican Red Crosswill hold ablood driveat Colby
High School from 8 am. to 2 p.m. on Wednesday, April 7.
Many restrictions have been lifted and if people have been
cancer-freefor fiveyears or have their diabetes under con-
trol, they can donate, officalsin the Central Plains Region
saidtoday. Also, many medicationsdon’ t disqualify donors.
Peopl e should bring photo identification. Walk-insare wel -
comeor an appoi ntment can be schedul ed by calling 1-800-
448-3543.
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