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"‘Voter’s Guide for Serious Catholics raises interesting questions

It's called a “Voter's Guide for
Serious Catholics.”

Andit says, “Thisbooklet gives
clear and concise official church
statementsonfive' non-negotiabl €
moral issues. Afterreadingit, there
will benodoubt or confusionabout
what the church teaches and re-
quiresof her children.”

Richard Clarke, theformer anti-
terrorism advisor to White House
occupants, was blistered when his
book, takingtotask former and cur-
rent administrations— Clinton, and
Bushin particular — wasreleased
right before his appearance before
the9/11 Commissionandjust asthe
presidential election campaignwas
getting into gear.

Now comesthe “Voter’'s Guide
for SeriousCatholics.” Onecansee
through thisasacarefully planned
and timed political interference.
Assumingly, itstargetisnoneother
than Sen. John Kerry, the Demo-
cratic presidential nominee-in-
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waiting, whoseliberal thinking on
and embracement of somesensitive
issues has some Catholics shaking
their heads.

We find it odd that this voter’s
guideissurfacingat thistime. Read-
ersof the Free Pressalerted me by
e-mail to the publication. Some
were disappointed in it, others
thought it was an appropriate dis-
closure.

The guide points out, in adis-
claimer, that “Nothing in this
voter’s guide should be construed
as an endorsement of any particu-
lar candidate or political party.”

A three-minute gripe

President Bush tried in his State
of the Union speech to diffuse the
growing anxiety and anger about
the loss of middle class jobs by
making the bald-faced assertion
that thesolutionissimple: morejob
training. Millions of unemployed
and underemployed Americans
must havestaredinslack jaweddis-
belief as this son of privilege
mouthed the corporatelinethat ev-
erything is OK with our economy,
if only theworkerswould get more
training and improve their skills.

Training for what? Here came
George's whopper: “Much of our
job growth will be found in high-
skilled fields.” That’s not true and
Bush knowsit.

Bush’sownlabor department re-
portsthat of the 30 occupationsthat
will account for the highest job
growth between now and 2010,
two-thirds require minimal skills.
Yes, high-tech companieswill cre-
ate 284,000 morejobsfor computer
softwareengineersinthat period—
but many more jobs than that will
becreatedineach of thesevery low-
tech fields: freight movers, home

health aides, janitors, waitresses,
security guards, office clerks, and
cashiers.

The number one job-creator for
America’'s future? Restaurant
workers, including fast food. You
don’t need ahigh-tech degree, you
need a hair net — and all of these
jobs pay pitiful wages.

By the way, for the past three
years, Bushhascut thejob-training
budget. Andforget about those soft-
ware engineering jobs — compa-
nies are now shipping them off to
India, Russia, and other low-wage
countries.

Trainingdoesn’t createjobs, and
low-wagejobsdon’t create amid-
dle class. America needs a living
wage, labor law reform, an end to
subsidiesfor corporationsthat ship
our goodjobsout ... and apresident
who hasaclue.

*kkkk

Hightower (www.jimhightow-
er.com) isthebest-selling author of
“Thieves In High Places: They've
SolenOur CountryAnd It'sTimeTo
Take It Back,” on sale now from
Viking Press.
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Here are afew other samplings
fromthe guide:

How thisvoter’s
guidehelpsyou
Thisvoter’sguidehel psyou cast
your vote in an informed manner
consistent with Catholic moral
teaching. It helps you eliminate
fromconsideration candidateswho
endorsepoliciesthat cannot berec-
onciledwithmoral normsthat used
tobeheld by all Christians.
Onmost issuesthat come before
votersor legislators, aCatholiccan
takeonesideor theother and not act
contrary to hisfaith. Most matters
do not havea*“ Catholic position.”
But some issues are so key, so
elemental, that only one position
accords with the teaching of the
Christiangospel. Nooneendorsing

thewrong sideof these subjectscan
be said to act in accord with the
Church’smoral norms.

Thisvoter’sguideidentifiesfive
“non-negotiable” issues and helps
you narrow downthelist of accept-
able candidates, whether they are
running for national, state, or local
offices.

Candidates who endorse or pro-
mote any of the five non-
negotiablesshould beconsideredto
havedisqualified themselvesfrom
holding public office, and you
should not vote for them. You
should make your choice from
among the remaining candidates.

Your roleasaCatholic voter

Catholicshaveamoral obligation
to promote the common good
throughtheexerciseof their voting
privileges(cf. CCC 2240). Itisnot
just civil authorities who have re-
sponsibility foracountry. “ Service
of thecommon good require[ 9] citi-
zensto fulfill their rolesin thelife
of the political community” (CCC
2239). This means citizens should
participate in the political process
at the ballot box.

Butvotingcannotbearbitrary.“ A
well-formed Christian conscience

does not permit one to vote for a
political program or an individual
law that contradictsthefundamen-
tal contents of faith and morals”
(CPL 4).

Some things always are wrong,
and no one may vote in favor of
them, directly orindirectly. Citizens
vote in favor of these evilsif they
voteinfavor of candidateswho pro-
posetoadvancethem. Thus, Catho-
licsshouldnot votefor anyonewho
intends to push programs or laws
that areintrinsically evil.

Please do not keep this voter’s
guide to yourself. Read it, learn
fromit, and prepare your selection
of candidatesbased onit. Thengive
thisvoter’sguidetoafriend, and ask
your friendtoread it and passit on
to others. The more people who
vote in accord with basic moral
principles, the better off our coun-
try will be.

Voting assuggested by theguide
will certainly create much confu-
sion among Catholics who think
Democratandwhothink Kerry.Are
those people, if they cast their bal-
lot for Kerry, inheriting the same
sinful burden theguidewould sug-

gest the senator iscarrying?

This places, by example, Ellis
County, Kansasbetweenarock anc
a hard place. That county is pre-
dominately Catholicand Democrat.
And it would be correct to assume
that Ellis County will go Kerry in
November.

Where, on the ladder of respon-
sibleand moral judgment doesthat
put those Ellis County Catholics
who voted for Kerry?

| am not putting the cart before
the horse. Sen. Kerry’s name was
not mentioned in any placel could
findintheguide. But sometimesthe
obviousis so obvious you amost
seeitinprint.

AsaCatholic| can only suggest
to my fellow believers that they
consider ALL aspects of the presi-
dency.

When it’s over the exit polling
and all the other statistical break-
downs will show thisresult, for
most part:

CatholicDemocratsvotedKerry.

Catholic Republicans votec
Bush.

Withafew exceptions, I’ m sure.

No surprise.

That'sjust theway itis.
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Check each issue of the Free Press for additional TV Listings

WEEKDAYS APRIL 6 - APRIL 12
6 AM | 6:30 |7 AM | 7:30 (8 AM | 8:30 [9 AM | 9:30 |10 AM| 10:30 |11 AM| 11:30
KLBY/ABC |News Good Morning America Mak- Mak- The View Holly-  [News
[4 1O eover eover wood
KSNK/NBC [News Cont’d Today Live With Regis Martha Stewart
[ 8 JE) and Kelly Living
KBSL/CBS |News The Early Show The 700 Club The Price Is Right |The Young and the
Restless
K15CG  |World Priscilla- |Body Caillou |Boohbah |Barney- |Dragon |Lions Sesame Street Clifford- |Teletub-
[©) News Yoga Electric Friends [Tales Red bies
WGN Chang- |Believer |Celebrity |Hillbil-  |Hillbil- [Happy |Matlock In the Heat of the  |Rock- Varied
13 ing Voice  |Justice |lies lies Days Night ford
NICK Oddpar- |Rocket |Rugrats |Spon- Max & |Rubba- |Dorathe |Blue’s |Dorathe |Blue’s |Little Bill [Maggie-
ents Power geBob  |Ruby dubbers |Explorer |Clues Explorer |Clues Beast
FAM Digimon- |Bey- Power |Digimon- |Growing |Livin The 700 Club 7th Heaven Full Growing
Digital |blade Rangers |Digital |Pains the Life House |Pains
USA JAG Nash Bridges Movie Varied Programs  [Movie Varied
€1)
TBS Saved [Saved [Movie Dawson’s Creek Dawson’s Creek Saved [Saved
by Bell |by Bell by Bell |by Bell
TNT The Lost World The Pretender Charmed ER ER Judging Amy
DSC Paid Paid Paid Paid Assignment Varied Programs | Designer | Designer |Rally Round the
Program |Program |Program |Program |Discovery Guys Guys House
A&E Varied Programs  |Movie Murder, She Wrote |Murder, She Wrote |City Confidential
ESPN SportsCenter SportsCenter Sports- |Varied |SportsCenter SportsCenter Varied Programs
Center
HBO Movie  |Varied Programs
Cont'd
DISN JoJo’s |Stanley [The Jodo’s |The Stanley |Rolie Rolie Outof |PB&J Koala The
Circus Wiggles |Circus |Wiggles Polie Polie the Box |Otter Brothers |Wiggles
MAX Movie  |Varied Programs  |Movie |Varied Programs
29 Cont'd
WEEKDAYS APRIL 6 - APRIL 12
12 PM|12:30 |1 PM | 1:30 (2 PM | 2:30 |3 PM | 3:30 |4 PM | 4:30 |5 PM | 5:30
KLBY/ABC |All My Children One Life to Live General Hospital ~ |Dr. Phil Judge |Judge [News ABC Wid
[ 4 JO) Judy Judy News
KSNK/NBC [News Family |Days of Our Lives |Passions Inside  |Family |Million- |Jeop- News NBC
[ JO) Feud Edition |Feud aire ardy! News
KBSL/CBS |News Bold, As the World Turns |Guiding Light The People’s Court |Oprah Winfrey News CBS
(D) Beautiful News
K15CG  |Reading |Mister |Varied Programs George |[Beren. |Liberty’s [Cyber- |Arthur |Zoom Busi-
(3) Rainbow |Rogers Shrinks |Bears  [Kids chase ness
WGN News Varied [In the Heat of the [Street |Street |Cosby |[Cosby |Fresh Fresh Home |Will &
Night Smarts |Smarts |[Show  |Show Prince  |Prince |Improve. |Grace
NICK Max & |Dora the |Rugrats |Rugrats |Varied Programs Spon- |Amanda |U-Pick |Romeo!
Ruby Explorer geBob
FAM Family |Family |Step by |Step by |So Little [Full 7th Heaven Switche- |[Knock |Full Full
Matters |Matters |Step Step Time House d! First House |House
USA JAG Varied Programs Walker, Texas Texas Varied
D) Ranger Ranger
TBS Cosby |Cosby |Cosby |Fresh Fresh Steve Steve Drew Drew Home Home Seinfeld
Show Show Prince |Prince |Harvey |Harvey [Carey Carey Improve. |Improve.
TNT Law & Order NYPD Blue NYPD Blue Judging Amy Angel Charmed
DSC Surprise by Design |Surprise by Design |Rally Round the Double Agents Varied Programs
House
ASE American Justice |Movie Murder, She Wrote |Murder, She Wrote |City Confidential
ESPN Varied Programs Around |Interrup- |SportsCenter
the Horn [tion
HBO Movie Varied Programs
Cont’'d
DISN JoJo’s |Stanley |[Winnie- |House of [House of |[Recess |[Lilo & Recess |Kim Proud |Even Sister,
Circus Pooh Mouse [Mouse Stitch Possible |Family |Stevens |Sister
MAX Movie Varied Programs Movie  |Varied Programs Movie  |Varied
P}

THURSDAY

APRIL 8

6 PM| 6:30 |7PM | 7:30 |8 PM | 830 |9 PM | 9:30 |10 PM| 10:30 |11 PM| 11:30
KLBY/ABC 3:59) Ent. Extreme Makeover: |Stephen King’s Primetime News Ni%htline Jimmy Kimmel Live
[2]10O) ews Tonight |Home Edition (CC) |Kingdom Hospital |Thursday (CC) (CC) (CC) (CC)
KSNK/NBC |News Wheel of |Friends |Will & The Apprentice ER Where There's  |News The Tonight Show |Late
[3 O Fortune |(CC) Grace Down to the Wire (N) | Smoke (N) (CC) (N) (cC) Night (N)
KBSL/CBS [News Friends [Survivor: All-Stars |CSI: Crime Scene | Without a Trace News Golf: Late Show (CC)
@ adn |(cC) (cC) N) (CC) Inve stigation Trip Box (CC) (cC) Masters
K15CG  |The NewsHour Sun- Kansas |The New This Old |Frontline Diet Wars |World Keeping |Charlic Rose (N)
3 With Jim Lehrer flower  |Spotlight |House Hour (CC) |(N) (CC) News Up (cC)
WGN Will&  [Home Movie: Trial and Error x (1997, WGN News at Nine [Becker |Becker |Elimi-  |The 5th
1) Grace Improve. |Comedy) Michael Richards. (CC) (CC) (CC) (CC) date Wheel
NICK Rugrats Spon- Oddpar- |Sabrina- |Full Full Cosby [Cosby |Rose- Rose- Cosby |Cosby
(CC) geBob |ents Witch House House Show Show anne anne Show Show
FAM 7th Heaven Drunk  [Movie: The Sandlot xx'2 (1993, Comedy- |Whose |Whose |The 700 Club (CC) [America’s Funniest
Like Me (CC) Drama) Tom Guiry, Mike Vitar. Line? Line? Home Videos (CC)
USA Law & Order: Golf: The Masters -- First Round. From Augusta, Ga. |Law & Order: Law & Order: Law &
3 Special Victims CC) Special Victims Special Victims Order
TBS Friends |MLB Bascball: New York Mets at Atlanta Braves. Turner Field. ~ |[Movie: Contact %% (1997) A devoted scientist hears
(CC) (Live) a message from outer space. Jodie Foster. (CC)
TNT NBA Tip- [NBA Basketball: Orlando Magic at New Jersey Nets. |NBA Basketball: Minnesota Timberwolves at Inside
Off (Live) |Continental Airlines Arena. (Live) (CC) Sacramento Kings. ARCO Arena. (Live) (CC the NBA
DSC New Detectives: Monster Garage The Crusades (CC) [Pure Genius High- |Monster Garage The Crusades (CC)
Forensic Science | Monster Nation 3 tech game. (N) Monster Nation 3
A&E American Justice: |Cold Case Files Silent Witness; Innocence | The Mystery of I-45 | Third Watch | Cold Case Files
Reservation Lost (CC) (CC) Responsible Parties |(CC)
ESPN Break Up the Bombers: The Yankees on Trial (N) NHL Hockey: Conference Quarterfinal -- Teams to Be |Sports-
Announced. (Live) (CC) Center
HBO 5:00) Movie: Movie: Swimfan %2 (2002, Movie: Old School % (2003, |Real Sex 28: Deadwood (CC)
rumline (2002) Suspense) Jesse Bradford. Comedy) Luke Wilson. (CC) Bedroom Tricks
DISN Sister,  |Lizzie Movie: Jumping Ship x* Kim Sister, [Boy Mts. |Kim Proud |Even Sister,
Sister McGuire |(2001) Andy Lawrence. (CC) Possible |Sister  |World Possible |Family |[Stevens |Sister
MAX (5:30) Movie: Kiss |Movie: Risky Business xxx (1983, Movie : Unfaithful (2002) A housewife has |Movie: The
[73) of Death (1995) Comedy) Tom Cruise. (CC) an affair with a charming stranger. (CC) Mummy’s Kiss

FRIDAY

APRIL 9

6 PM | 6:30 |7PM | 7:30 (8 PM | 8:30 |9 PM | 9:30 {10 PM| 10:30 [11 PM| 11:30
KLBY/ABC 3:59) Ent. George |[The Big |Hope & |[Life With |The D.A. (Season  |News Ni%htline Jimmy Kimmel Live
[41O) ews Tonight |Lopez |House |Faith (N) |Bonnie |Finale) (N) (CC) (cC) (cC) (cC)
KSNK/NBC |News Wheel of |Dateline NBC (CC) Third Watch News The Tonight Show |Late
[ 16)) Fortune Purgatory (N) (CC) (N) (CC) Night (N)
KBSL/CBS |News Friends [Joan of Arcadia JAG Back in the The District Jupiter |News Golf: Late Show (CC)
@ 1 |[(CC) (CC) (CC) Saddle (CC) (DVS) |for Sale (CC) (CC) Masters
K15CG  |The NewsHour Wash. [Wall- Market- |[Kansas |Jews & Christians: |BBC Red Charlie Rose (N)
[©) With Jim Lehrer Week Fortune |Market |Week A Journey of Faith |World Green (cc)
WGN Will & MLB Baseball: Chicago Cubs at Atlanta Braves. Turner Field. WGN Becker |Becker |Elimi- The 5th
B) Grace |(Live) (CC News (CC) (cC date Wheel
NICK Rugrats [Spon- |Jimmy |Danny |Danny [Chalk- |Cosby |[Cosby |Rose- Rose- Cosby [Cosby
(C(% geBob [Neutron |Phantom |Phantom |Zone Show Show anne anne Show Show
FAM 7th Heaven Cutters |Movie: Rookie of the Year xx (1993, Whose |Whose [The 700 Club (CC) [Paid Paid
(CC) Comedy) Thomas lan Nicholas. Line? Line? Program |Program
USA Law & Order: Golf: The Masters -- Second Round. From Augusta, | Touching Evil Pilot (CC) Law
31 Special Victims Ga. (CC) Order CI
TBS Friends |MLB Baseball: Chicago Cubs at Atlanta Braves. Turner Field. Movie: Deep Rising "2 (1998, Horror Movie:
(CC) (Live) (PA) Treat Williams, Famke Janssen. (CC)
TNT Law & Order Harm [Movie: Swordfish xx"2 (2001, Action) Movie: Swordfish x> (2001, Action Movie: Snake Eyes
(CC) (DVS) John Travolta. (iTV Premiere) (CC) John Travolta, Hugh Jackman. (iTV) (CC) %2 (1998) (CC)
DSC Monster House American Chopper |American Chopper |American Chopper |American Chopper |American Chopper
(cC) Mikey's Choice 1 Mikey's Choice 2 Mikey's Choice 3 Mikey's Choice 1 Mikey's Choice 2
ASE American Justice |Airline |Who Killed Laci Movie: Reservoir Dogs x %2 (1992) Violent thieves |Airline |Laci
Night Stalker (CC) |(CC) Peterson? (CC) ponder the identity of a police informant. Harvey Keitel. |(CC) Peterson
ESPN Sports- |NBA NBA Basketball: New Jersey Nets at Indiana Pacers. |NBA Basketball: Sacramento Kings at Phoenix Suns.
Center Conseco Fieldhouse. (Live) (CC) America West Arena. (Live) (CC)
HBO gl:15) Movie: Harry |Deadwood Deadwood Deep Deadwood (CC) On the Record (N) [Movie: Double
otter-Chamber Deadwood (CC) Water (CC, (CC) Team x> (1997)
DISN That’s- |Lizzie Movie: Atlantis: Milo’s Return |Lilo & Barbar- [That's- |Kim Proud Even Sister,
Raven  |McGuire |** (2003, Adventure) (CC) Stitch ian Raven |Possible [Family |Stevens [Sister
MAX '(_;5:15) Movie: The |Movie: Falling Down %2 (1993, Drama) [Movie: Two Weeks Notice Bedtime [Movie: Sapphire
@) ich Man’s Wife Michael Douglas, Robert Duvall. (CC) *% 2 (2002) Sandra Bullock. Stories | Girls (2003) (CC)




