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Lawmakers see signs of stability in state economy, budget

By JOHN HANNA
Associated Press Writer
TOPEKA, (AP) — Key legislators said
Tuesday they were heartened by anew re-
port on state revenue collections, pointing
to indications that the Kansas economy is
stable. In the first nine months of the cur-
rent fiscal year, which began last July 1,
general revenuetotaled $3.18billion—just
$5.7 millionlessthan the state’seconomic
forecasters had predicted last November,
according to the report issued Monday.
Legidatorsusetheforecastsasthey write
and vote on budgets. A new forecast isto

beissued April 20— aweek beforelegis-
latorsreturnfrom along recessand decide
if revisionsare needed in the $10.2 billion
budget they haveal ready approved and sent
to Gov. Kathleen Sebelius.

House Speaker Doug Mays, R-Topeka,
said hewasespecially encouragedthat cor-
porateincometaxesinthefirst ninemonths
of the current fiscal year exceeded expec-
tationsby $18.8 million. Thetotal — $86.6
million—wasmorethantwicetheamount
collected during the same nine-month pe-
riod ayear earlier.

Senate Ways and Means Committee

Chairman Steve Morris noted that state
collected $321.6 millioningeneral revenue
in March, compared to the official March
forecast of $315.9 million.

Morris, R-Hugoton, saidrisingcommod-
ity prices have helped agriculture, and he
believes Kansans are feeling better about
the economy.

“Alot of therecovery ispsychological,”
Morrissaid. “If peoplesay there’ sarecov-
ery going on, it feedson itself.”

RelyingontheNovember forecast, bud-
getwritersassumed thestatewould collect
$4.47billioningeneral revenuesduringthe

next fiscal year. Federal dollars, bonds, tu-
ition and earmarked fees provide the re-
maining fundsfor stategovernment opera-
tions.

In past years, a gloomy spring forecast
has | eft |egislators scrambling to rewrite
their spending recommendations.

In 2002, as legislators were debating a
2003 budget, theforecastersbecamemore
pessimistic and lowered their revenue es-
timate by nearly $125 million. In 2001,
forecasters cut the estimate underpinning
the 2002 budget by $111 million.

Morris said the latest revenue figures

suggest to him that this spring’s forecast
will stay with the November figures or be
more optimistic.

“My guesswoul d betherewoul d besome
growth” intheeconomy over thenext year,
Morrissaid.

HouseA ppropriationsCommittee Chair-
man Melvin Neufeld, R-Ingalls, also saw
corporateincometax collectionsasaposi-
tive sign. And while Senate Minority
L eader Anthony Hensley, D-Topeka, said
it is hard to predict how estimators will
adjustthefinancial forecast, “ I’ mcertainly
hopeful.”

\Woman feels unappreciated when entertaining men friends

DEAR ABBY: When | date a
man, | wineand dinehimwithgifts
and candlelight dinners, but they
never seem to be appreciated. Not
only that, noneof themever doany-
thing for me. | am always being
stood up, heartbroken, used or taken
advantage of .

What am| doingwrong?What do
men want or look for in awoman?
Also, should | be dating men who
are separated?

— LONELY AND CON-
FUSED, COLUMBIA, MD.

DEAR LONELY: You're giv-
ingtoomuch, toosoon. M ost men
want a challenge and enjoy the
thrill of pursuit. If you takethat
away from them, they take you
for granted.

Menwhoaresepar ated arestill
married. Moreover, they arejust
coming out of a bad experience.
Unless your idea of a pleasant
eveningishand-holdingand com-
miser ating, agood ruleof thumb
istolook for someonewhohasn’t
recently been bur ned.

DEARABBY: | need somelove
advice. I’'m scared of making a
commitment to the man of my
dreams. He's my sister’s ex-hus-
band.

| always knew | liked him, but
now | know | love him. Heand my
sister were married for only ayear
and a half, and they have been di-
vorced for threeyears. | havethree
small children and am currently in
the middle of adivorce myself.

Can | break that unwritten rule
about not dating the exes of your
sisters or girlfriends and still feel
like agood human being?

— CONFUSED IN CON-
NECTICUT

DEAR CONFUSED: Much

depends on the degree of bitter-

Abigail
Van Buren

® Dear
Abby

nessinthefailureof your sister’s
marriage. Arethey emotionally
aswell aslegally divorced?Were
there children involved? How
matureiseveryoneinvolved? I f
theanswer stomy questionsare:
no, yes, and not very — accept
that a union with this man will
causeWorldWar |11 inyour fam-
ily and be prepared to pay the
price, which will beabitter rift.

DEAR ABBY: My mother
passed away after along struggle
with breast cancer. Shelivedinour
home; wewereher caregivers, and
her absenceis mourned every day.

My problemismy mother’sfam-
ily. I have called and written to
them, but have had little response.

My 90-year-old grandmother
came to our home afew weeks af -
ter Mom died and went from room
to room taking inventory of things
shewanted her “boys’ tohave. She
then called and gave me an addi-
tional list of “family” items she
wanted for sentimental reasons. |
know thereismoreto it than senti-
ment.

My mother had these things for
40 years, but for some reason, it's
not OK for me — her adopted
daughter — to keep them.

| realizethey wereonly “things,”
but my hurtispal pablebecausethey
represented afamily connection |
thought | had all theseyears.

| knew | was adopted, but it took
my grandmother to make mereal-
izethat in her eyesadoption means

“unworthy.” Any advice would be
preciated.
— FEELING UNWORTHY IN
TEXAS
DEAR FEELING UNWOR-
THY: Your grandmother’s be-
havior isappalling. Has she al-
ways been thisway, or could she
be suffering from dementia? | f
she has all her marbles, then
please note that the items your
mother brought to your home
wer e her sregar dless of who cov-
etsthem — and cannot bere-
moved without your permission.
Did your mother haveawill?Did
shehavean attorney? Pleasedis-
cussthiswith alawyer — and if
necessary, a grief counselor to
help you duringthisdifficult pe-
riod. You have my sympathy for
thelossof both your mother and
your illusions about the people
you considered tobeyour family.

DEARABBY: | read with inter-
est theletter from“Worried Sick in
Alabama,” whose mother was
about togivemoney toaknowncon
man. The same thing happened to
my mother, who didn’t stop “lend-
ing” money until $67,000wasgone.

Thedistrict attorney, two police
departments and an attorney who
specializesin elder issues sympa-
thizedwithme, but noonecoulddo
anything.

They told me, in effect, that as
long aspeoplearementally compe-
tent, they can do whatever they
want with their own money. Trust-
ing, naive and misguided do not
constitute incompetence.

Finally, I hiredaprivatedetective
who found pending felony theft
charges and other incriminating
facts about the guy who was con-
ning my mother. | believe shewas
persuaded more by thefact | hired

vkansas.
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aprivate detectivethan by what he
dug up. Shedid quit writing checks,
but | livein constant fear that some
other con artist will find her.

| encourage “Worried” to find
some way to invest her mother’s
money sothat Momwon't havein-
stant accesstoit.

If possible, she should be con-
vinced to let her daughter pay her
billsfor her, and set up achecking
account where two signatures are
required.

Thisisadifficult and, | suspect,
widespread problem. | don’t know
what the answer is, because it in-
cludes issues of dignity and self-
worth, as well as independence. |
know elderly peoplewho havelost
their good judgment, and will lose
their ability to pay their own way
because of it.

— STILLWORRIED IN
ALABAMA

DEAR STILL WORRIED:
Perhapsthe next letter will ease
your mind. Read on:

DEARABBY: Weat theNational
Center on Elder Abuse read the
tragic letter from “Worried Sick in
Alabama.” Sadly, her story illus-
trates how financial crimes pose a
growing threat to the well-being
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— Over 18 Years Experience —

Hurry in parents!!
Deadline is May 3rd!!!

The Colby Free Press is
now planning the Senior
Graduation Tab and will
be giving parents a
chance to put a baby pic-
ture in along with a short
message from the family.

We will automatically
feature your student’s
picture and information,
but this will be your
chance to put in a baby
picture to show how much
your senior has really
changed over the years!

Call Crystal @ 462-3963 for
more information or stop by
the office at
155 W. 5th in Colby.

and independence of our “greatest
generation.” Itiscausefor concern
whenasenior grantsunusual access
or control of hisor her assetsto an-
other person in suspicious circum-
stances.

A challenge in detecting thisis
that victimsmay bereluctant tore-
veal financial abuseor accusetheir
abuser out of fear of retaliation or
losing their independence. They
may alsofeel embarrassedor reluc-
tanttogettheperpetratorintrouble.

Inadditionto consultinganattor-
ney and contacting law enforce-
ment, our advice is to report con-
cernstoAdult Protective Services,
the long-term care ombudsman or
the state attorney general’s office.
Cdll the Eldercare L ocator, a pub-
lic service of the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services,
Administration of Aging, at (800)

677-1116 (M onday through Friday,
9am.to8p.m.EST)toquickly finc
thenumbersof your local agencies.
Tolearnmoreabout how to prevent,
recognizeor respondtoelder abuse,
neglect or exploitation, pleasevisit
our Web site at www.elderabuse-
center.org.

Thank you, Abby, for helping
millions of American seniors with
your informative and sensitive ad-
vice.

—AMY HANLEY, NA-

TIONAL CENTERON ELDER

ABUSE

DEARAMY: Thank you for a
helpful letter; you will never
know how many peopleyou have
helped today. It breaksmy heart
that theseservicesarenecessary,
but I'm grateful that you are
thereto protect vulnerable se-
niorsfrom predators.
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you’re on the right track in the CLASSIFIEDS!

ATTENTION

Colby High School, Brewster High School,
and Golden Plains High School

Senior Paren

ts!l
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TANNER B. BROWN

I will attend Hutchinson
Community College.

PARENTS:
Mike & Jeanene Brown

Tanner Brown - Way to go!
We're so proud of you. “May
you live all the days of your life”
Love,

Mom, Dad, Chanda and Cassie




