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Our grain bin center
IS unique showcase

Now that it'sdone, for all practical purposes, the new
Colby Visitor’s Center, located across the street from
Arby’sand Taco John’s, isaunique structure unlike any
other intheterritory. Anyway we haven't seen anything
that comes closeto resemblingit.

Welikeit.

Many folksfrom around the county and area aretalk-
ing about it — favorably, and otherwise. But that’swhy
it'sbuilt theway it is, to draw attention and chatter.

Hatsoff tothosewhosevisionary gogglessaw what per-
haps most of usdidn’t. Those palm treesyou see coming
off 1-70, the visitor’s center — those are the unusual so
designed to grab the attention of thosewetry to lureinto
thiscommunity asthey maketheir way east and west on
Interstate-70.

The visitor’s center isasmall grain bin, that’s why it
lookslikeitlooks. Kansasisknownfor itsgrainbins. We
could have erected just another one of those run-of-the-
mill structures and called it a visitor’s center, but it
wouldn’t do what thisthing does.

“What'sthat?’ is surely the question asked time and
again by those not familiar with this state’s agricultural
inventory. They stop. They goinside. They get afeel for
thiscommunity, for thisareaand for the statein general.
They leave a bit more educated about this place called
Kansas.

Thecenter, wemightadd, isnotjustfor thecuriouscruis-
ersfrom out yonder, but also aplacefor you to visit. Go
seeit.

You might also be surprised.

Tom(TD) Dreiling
Free Press Publisher

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com, fax (785) 462-7749 or dropthem of at
theoffice. Includethewriter’ ssignature, address, and adaytimephone
number.
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Maybe you belong on this family tree

CAN you help with this person’s search?

The following came to mein the mail (regu-
lar, not‘e").

It reads:

The pioneer Indian missionary who brought
thefirst printing pressto K ansasins1833wasthe
Rev. Jotham Meeker. He set the press up at
Shawnee Mission and published the first book
and first newspaper in what isnow Kansas.

Heand hiswife, Eleanor Richardson Meeker,
movedtothe Ottawaareain 1837 and lived with
and served the Ottawal ndiansuntil their deaths
inthe 1850's.

| have reason to believe there may be Meeker
descendantslivinginthe Colby or Menlo areas.
Three grandchildren were Thomas Cromwell
Simpson, Stella Simpson Wood, and H. Clay
Simpson. The first had children Roy, Lucille,
Jamesand CharlesSimpson. Thelatter Simpson
had sevenchildren: Barry Fulton, Raymond Earl,
Grace, Blanche, Rosalia, M atthew Treemoleand
Loislone.

OnApril 23, 24 and 25 therewill beareunion
of descendants of Jotham and Eleanor
Richardson Meeker at Ottawa, Kan. It will fea-
ture a banquet, a program about the Meekers’
amazing work among the Ottawa, a bus tour of
sitesrelated to them, an Indian powwow, and a
church service on the site of the log mission
church.

| would be happy to hear from any descen-
dants, andwould encouragethemtoattend. | may
bereached at 816 325-7577.

Thank you!

John Mark Lambertson

National Frontier Trails Museum

318 W. Pacific St.

Independence, Mo. 64050

THINGSarepicking up onthelocal political
scene. Undersheriff MikeBaughn (Republican)
istheonly sheriff wannabeto havefiled. Hisboss,
Sheriff TomJones(Democrat), ishanginguphis
pistol after alot of yearsof service. TheDistrict
3 county commission seat has attracted three
candidatessofar, Bill Miller Jr., Bert Stramel and

| Tom Dreiling

"OMy
Turn

KenChristiansen. All areRepublicanssothey’l|
bedukingit outintheAug. 3 primary. The seat
isheldby DuaneDawes, aDemocrat, whohasn’t
saidwhether he'll runagain. Theother commis-
sionseat— District2—isalsoupfor grabsand
iscurrently inthepossession of RepublicanGlen
Kersenbrock. Hehasn't said what he' sgoing to
doand nobody hasshownaninterest inthat seat
sofar. Other seatsontheballot arecounty attor-
ney (AllanTaylor, Democrat); county treasurer
(Doneta Applebury, Democrat); register of
deeds (Maybelle Moore, Republican); and
county clerk (Tracey Perkins, Democrat).
Township trusteesand precinct committeemen
and committeewomenareasoballotfillers. Re-
publican Rep. JimMorrison, 121st District and
Republican Sen. Stan Clark, 40th District, are
also up for voter reconfirmation. We'll be do-
ing amore complete and detailed report on the
filing activity later thisweek or early next. The
deadline to file is noon on June 10. Thanksto
those who are actively involved in the system
and those climbing on board.

GUESS what brought aloud round of ap-
plause in our office Tuesday afternoon? The
thunder and therain! If that didn’t sound good
and look nice (meaning, of course, the thunder
andtherain). Man, bring it on— oops, because
it'sMother Naturewho doesthesethings, | guess
| should have said, “Woman, bring it on!”

TALK about learning how it works...The
Pope, theRev. Billy Graham, andthe Rev. Oral
Robertswereinathree-way planecrashover the
PacificOcean. They al diedand of coursethey

all went to heaven together.

“Oh, thisisterrible!” exclaims St. Peter. “|
know you guys think we summoned you here
but really and truthfully thisis just one of
those unexpected coincidences. Since we
weren't expectingyou, your quartersjust aren’
ready. We can’t take you in, and we can’
send you back, so we'll have to pursue othel
options.”

Thenhegotanidea. Hepickedupthephone
“Lucifer, thisisSt. Peter.| have thesethreeguys
up here. They’re ours, but we weren’t expect-
ingthem, andwegottafix theplaceupfor‘em. |
was hoping you could put them up for ¢
while. 1t'll only beafor afew days. What d'ye
say?’

Reluctantly, thedevil agreed. However, twc
days later St. Peter got a call. " Peter, thisiic
Lucifer. Hey, you gotta come ge
these guys. They’re about to wreck the
place! ThisPopefellowisforgivingeverybody
the Graham guy is saving everybody, and tha
Raobertsfellow hasraised enough money to buy
air conditioning!”

Yep, that’show it works!

| RECEIVED an e-mail with photos earliel
intheweek that showed the6 homesof Sen. Johr
Kerry spread all over the globe, so to say. Asl
add up thefigures, | seethe 6 homescost $37.-
million. | assumesomeof thehomesarehisanc
some belong to hiswife, who isthe heir to the
Heinzfortune, asinketchup. Andwhat do| have
to say about all that?“1’mjealous!”

TWO aging guys are talking over a cup of
coffee:. Onesays, “ Somepeopletry toturn back
their odometers. Not me — | want people tc
know why | look thisway. I’ vetraveled along
way and some of theroadsweren't paved.”

HAVE agood evening!
*kk*k%k
Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press. Hi:
column appears Wednesdays and Fridays
td@nwkansas.com.

The death of common sense

It has been said that one of the greatest draw-
backsto common senseisthatitisn't. If it was
— common, that is — many of thethingsgoing
onin our world should stop.

| read that the parents of ayoung American
collegestudentkilled duringaprotest against the
Israeli wall by an Israeli bulldozer protested at
a Caterpillar stockholders meeting because of
the death of their daughter.

Of courseCaterpillar denied any responsibil-
ity, but maybewe should have acooling off pe-
riod before one buys any heavy machinery just
incase.

Thereareacoupleof problemswith thissce-
nario. If shereally believed thelsraeliswereas
heartless asthey are made out to be, why, then,
did sheget infront of that bulldozer? And why
are her parents harassing Caterpillar instead of
Israel?

The answer to the first question was that she
probably didn’t really believeshewould get run
over. Thereisno answer to the second question
unlessitisjust money and | don’t see Caterpil-
lar shelling out bucks over this.

The real answer to both is lack of common
sense. Common sense should tell usto dothose
things most likely to achieve the desired result
from the people with which we areinteracting.
M ost often, however, wedo that whichwethink
would cause usto react in acertain way.

If theother guy doesn’ tthink likewedowe're

Jay Kelley
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introuble. Alongthat line, hasanyonewondered
why the anti-gun lobby isn’t screaming to dis-
armlrag?If guncontrol worksinAmerica, why
won'titworkinlragq?

All wehavetodoistalk totheruling council
to pass stricter gun laws and the guns will go
away, right? Of coursethegunswon’t go away.
For onething, thosewiththegunsaren't really
what you'd call law-abiding types.

Wait aminute! Neither are the oneswe want
disarmed hereinAmerical Couldit bethat gun-
control really doesn’t work for common sense
reasons?

Couldit bethat itisn't Caterpillar’s fault an
Israeli soldier ran over ayoung lady during a
protest?Couldit bethatisn’t Smith& Wesson's
fault when someone shoots himself because he
didn’t follow common senserules?

Could it be we are responsible for our own
actions? It would solve alot of problemsif we
would just admit it.

WEe' vegot peoplesuing M cDonal d’ sbhecause
they got fat on cheeseburgers, French friesand
chocolateshakes. | haveaweaknessfor suchfare
myself and my physique showsit, but I’ m not
suing anybody because common sensetellsme
if | don’t eat asmuch | won't be so fat!

Thebig problem with having common sense
isresponsihility. Yousee, if youhavesomecom-
mon sense and alittleintelligence you become
responsiblefor your own actions.

Noneof uswantsto admit we' redumb, Sowe
just claim we didn’t think about the conse-
guences. | don’t know about you, but I’ d rather
be thought of as a person who uses limited in-
telligencetoitsfullest than as someonewho i
squandering aperfectly good mind.

Actually, it doesn’t take alot of intelligence
toget ahead. It does, however, takeal ot of com-
mon sense and the willingnessto useit.

Maybe it isthe folks without common sense
who haveit made, though. Remember the lady
who made a mint by getting scalded by hot
(imaginethat) coffee from McDonnell’s.

Maybel should suesomeonefor my own stu-
pidity and get rich.

One problem — | don’t think | could get
enough to buy back my self-respect.

*kkk*k

JayKelleyisalocal minister andwriter whc
speakshismind fromtimetotime. Hise-mail i<
jkelley@nwkansas.com.



