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Explaining the Iraqi
war is a tough call

The questions don’t get any easier. That was apparent at
Wednesday’s Pentagon briefing, featuring Secretary of De-

fense Donald Rumsfeld and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs

of Staff Gen. Richard Myers.

Thejournalistsweremoredeterminedto get answerstosome

tough questions. The give-and-take between them (the jour-
nalistsand thetop two figuresinthe Department of Defense),
wasintense. Sometimes uncomfortable.

Themounting deathtoll of American servicemen—now ex-
ceeding 635 — and reports that our forces battling it out on
Iragi soil withinsurgentswon’t becoming homeanytimesoon,
despiteearlier guarantees, brought abit of stuttering and stam-
mering fromthegeneral andthedefensesecretary asthey tried
to explain the uncertainties surrounding this expanding war.

Itwasanuneasy briefingtowatch. Mr. Rumsfeldwasn’t his

usual charming, witty self. That smilewasn’t as pronounced.
The general was obviously concerned and maybe even a bit
frustrated at the opposition’sability to dowhat wethink many
in leadership hadn’'t dreamed would happen, especially after
our near perfect assault on Baghdad oneyear ago.

Thelragi war —thewar onterrorism—knowsnofront. It’s

al overtheplace. It'sunlikeany war we' veever beeninvolved

in. We can only hope that those wearing the uniform of the
U.S.A. can, by miracle, stroke of luck or whatever, bury the

evil doersinthevery soil they aretryingto claimastheir own.

No, we can’t cut and run. Thereisjust too much American
bl ood staining the battlegroundinthat country todothat. And
therewill bemoreof it beforeit’sover — if everitisover.

President Bush undoubtedly doesalot of tossing and turn-
ing at night, wondering if he made the right decision. But at
thispoint to question oneself ismoot. Thedecisionwasmade,
thetroopsarethere, thewar goeson.

It’snot about theeconomy. It snot about health care. It snot
about prescription drug concerns. It’snot about saving Social
Security. It's not about alot of things that seem so insignifi-
cantatthistime. Whatitis, however, isabout our guysandgals
putting everything on theline— including their lives..

It's easy to understand why Mr. Rumsfeld and Gen. Myers

stutter and stammer as they grope for words to answer those
tough questions.
They probably have questions of their own, too.
Tom(TD) Dreiling
Free Press Publisher
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462-7749, phone 462-3963 or if you choose please bring it
by the office. Thank you.
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So, where do you rank?

Ever wonder what professionisrated themost
honest and ethical and which onehad thelowest
scores?

According to the CNN/USA Today/Gallup
poll’sannual survey, thenursing professionwas

ranked thetop most trusted occupationby Ameri- | =

cans.

The poll noted that four out of the five times
nurses were included in the pall, they continu-
ally ranked higher than any other profession.

The one exception camein 2001, Gallup poll
officialsnotedinthesurvey, whenfirefighters(in
their lone appearance on the honesty and ethics
list) outscored nursesinthewake of the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks.

For thosewondering which professionwasthe
absolutelowest, it should be no surprisethat car
salesmen camein last place.

Beforel get too smug on how the publicrated
variousoccupations, though, it might bewiseto
let you know right now that journalists were
ranked 14 out of 23, whichisn't evenin thetop
half, but weweren’t aone.

Psychiatrists, bankers, chiropractors, state
governorsand senatorswereall closetojournal-
istsinthesurvey.

Alongwith car salesmen, businessexecutives,
congressmen, lawyers, stockbrokers, advertising
practitioners, insurance salesmen and HMO
managers held the bottom spots.

For those curious about the poll, the follow-
ingisalist showingwhat percentageAmericans
rated professions.

Theresultswere:

1— Nursesgot an 83 percent rating for hon-
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esty and ethicsin their profession.
2— Medical doctors, 68 percent
3— Veteranarians, 68 percent
4 — Pharmacists, 67 percent
5— Dentists, 61 percent
6 — Collegeteachers, 59 percent
7— Engineers, 59 percent
8 — Policemen, 59 percent
9— Clergy, 56 percent
10— Psychiatrists, 38 percent
11— Bankers, 35 percent
12 — Chiropractors, 31 percent
13 — State governors, 26 percent
14— Journalists, 25 percent
15— Senators, 20 percent
16 — Business executives, 18 percent
17— Congressmen, 17 percent
18— Lawyers, 16 percent
19 — Stockbrokers, 15 percent
20— Advertising practitioners, 12 percent
21 — Insurance salesmen, 12 percent
22 — HMO managers, 11 percent
23— Car salesmen, 7 percent
After checking into those professions based

on honesty and ethical standards, | ran acrossa

second survey based onthe* usefullness’ apro-
fession hasto society.

AccordingtoanAC Nielson Outlook Survey
on“WhoisMost Useful to Society?” thefollow-
ing 15 occupationswerelisted. They were: (1)
teachers, (2) doctors, (3) defensepersonnel, (4)
farmers, (5) judges, (6) journalists, (7) lawyers
(8) policemen, (9) computer engineers, (10)
social workers, (11) businessmen, (12) sports
men, (13) bureaucrats, (14) politiciansand (15
black marketeers.

In the Nielson survey it was pointed out tha
whilethetwo surveysfocuson different aspect:
of professions— usefullnessvs. honest and eth-
ics— they did havesomethingincommon, pub-
lic respect and how people perceive each pro-
fession.

Another interesting point wasthat inthehon:
esty and ethicssurvey, healthcareoccupied botf
the top and bottom end of the spectrum.

It was noted that whilethetop end ismannec
by people directly providing healthcare to pa
tients(suchasdoctors, dentists, nurses, etc.), the
bottom is reserved for people dealing with i
from a business angle such as the insurance
salesmen and HM O managers.

Overall, the surveyswere funto review and
forthemost part, | doagreewiththepercentages
Maybe someday journalists will make the tog
half of thelist rather than the bottom.

Until then, wewill keep striving to do better

Patty Decker iseditor of the Free Press. Het
column appears on Thursdays. Comments tc
pdecker @nwkansas.com.

Grandson’s wedding follows new trend

When my grandson from Salt L ake City gets

older, hewill beabletowritebooksbasedonhis |1

experiences, like Ernest Hemingway and

Samuel Clemens — if he ever learnsto write [ =

proper grammar. Of course, hecanalwaysusea
ghostwriter, but heiscertainly having anadven-
turouslife.

Some of you will remember afew yearsago,
| chronicled his adventures on afishing vessel
after he graduated from high school. For those
who don't recall, it is sufficient to say he was
homesick, seasick, and miserablethewholefive
months or so when he was at sea, and jumped
ship as soon asthey reached land to unload the
fish, thusforfeitinghis* bigbonusif you stay on
for theentiretrip.’

He came home and happily drove apizzade-
livery truck for sometime, thendiscoveredanew
way of life. Heis Goth. The I nternet sites says:
“A lot of people turn to the Gothic subculture
after havingahardtimeinschool, feelingalien-
ated, and looking for a way to express them-
selvesthat mirrorsthosefeelings. Othersfindthe
scenethrough literature, still others want to be
shocking, and somepeoplejust find black cloth-
ingslimming. Itisbasically indefinable, because
‘Goth’ meansdifferent thingsto each follower.
Many adopt unusual fashionsin order to sepa-
ratethemselvesfrom other youth. Itisuptothe
individua todefinewhat Gothisfor themselves.
The mentality is, ‘| want to be left alone but |
want to be seen. | want to seethe shock on other
peoples’ faces.”*

Hedyed hislong hair black, and lost weight
by going vegan and mostly refusing to eat.

Right now, heisin Englandwith hisnew bride.
He met thiswoman, also Goth, on the Internet,
and they decided they were soul mates, sight
unseen. She cameto visit him over Christmas,
and they went to Las Vegas and got married,
accompani ed by therest of thefamily. Thebride
woreafetching black miniskirt with black fish-
net stockings, and red and black stockings or
boots. (I’ veonly seenpictures.) Shealsoworea
black long sleeved top with bat wings, and her
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hair, of course, islong and black.

Thegroomalsoworeblack, ablack miniskirt,
top and boots, along withaleashand collar sig-
nifying hisnew status.

Thebrideis35, andteachesat aprivateschool
inEngland. Shehasal5-year-old daughter, who
alsoattendedthewedding. They tell meboththe
mother and daughter are very sweet.

My grandson was here for my husband’s
memorial serviceinJanuary (hewentto England
shortly after that) and went out to the Oasisin
his Goth costume to access the Internet, and
enjoy the Starbuckscoffee. (Infact, most of my
grandchildren spent quiteabit of timeout there.)
Heworehis*maid’souitfit,” consisting of an off
whiteabove-the-kneeleatherette (vinyl?) dress
with black fishnet stockingsand high boots. He
even has contact |enses which made his eyes
look white, and| found himafearsomesight, and
not at all like my familiar grandson.

For the memorial service, he dressed more
conservatively, wearing black trousers and a
black shirt, withhishair pulled back intoapony
tail. If hewaswearing contacts, they wereclear.
Hisuncle Dal told him, “You haven't changed
abit!” I think thelast, and probably only, time
he saw him was when he was a pudgy red-
headed 4-year-old. | never knew Dal had asense
of humor. (He's always been pretty conserva-
tive, and we were looking forward to what he
would say. Guess he has mellowed in his old
age.)

Thenewly-wedswenttolrelandfor their hon-
eymoon. He said, “Ireland was lovely, the
peoplearereally nice. Westayedin Galway (pro-

nounced Gorway). Itsareally arty townwith
lot of healthfood shopsal ong with many restau-
rants that cater to vegans. They had recycling
binsin place of garbage cans.

“We ate at the River Goddesstwice, it wase
really nice restaurant and the food was great,
especially therosemary soup. (Galway wasdefi-
nitely worth seeing, and the River Goddesswas
Yum! [veganfajitasand rosemary soupfinishec
off withlemon, lime sherbet{ you can also have
Champaign sherbet if you fancy (though | per-
sonally don’t) -themenuhas3 coursemeals-}])

“Itwasweirdin Ireland becausethelrish ac-
centissoclosetotheAmericanonel kept think-
ing peoplewere American, especially theteen-
agegirls; they soundedjust likevalley girls. Bex
(my “step daughter”) says it’s because they
watch too much American television.

“Wesaw thefaminewalls, and themoors, and
loadsof castles, alongwithtworeally cool wind
farms(onewasout at sea) Thefaminewallsare
fromwhentheBritishwereoccupying southern
Ireland, the people were starving and there
weren'tenoughjobs, sothelandlordshad people
build walls pointlessly for apenny aday.

A lot of people died. They built the walls at
the moors (which are hills of rocks) and now
their arejust wallseverywhere. Itsvery impres-
sive.

“Thehousewestayedinwaslovely with hard-
wood floors and afireplace (renting a holiday
home was definitely the way to go) though |
think taking theferry to get therewasamistake
because ontheway therel cried and ontheway
back webothgot sick (itwasareally roughride).

“LifeintheUK isalot harder thaninthe US.
I missing free refills and iced tea but I’ m sure
I'll get used toiit.”

Atany ratel wishmy grandsonwell, and hope
he keepsin touch with meto tell me of his ad-
ventures.

Maxine Nelsonisa former reporter and edi-
tor for the Colby Free Press. She writes when
themuse strikes her.



