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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

 Test Your Play
1. You are declarer with the West hand at Six

Spades, and North leads a trump, South following
suit. How would you play the hand?

WEST EAST
[S] K Q J 10 8 5 4 2          [S]  A 9 7
[H] 6 3                             [H] A K J 5 2
[D] —                            [D] Q 7
[C] A Q 9         [C] 6 5 2
2. You are declarer with the West hand at Six

Clubs, and North leads the king of hearts. How would
you play the hand?

WEST EAST
[S]  K 8 4                      [S] A Q 9
[H] —   [H] Q 10 6 3 2
[D] J 10 6                     [D] A Q 5
[C] A Q 7 6 5 4 2                     [C] 10 3

* * *
1. This is one of those cases where you’re sure to

make the contract by playing your cards correctly.
Win the trump lead in dummy, ruff a diamond, play a
heart to dummy’s king and ruff the queen of dia-
monds. Then lead a heart to the ace and return a club
from dummy.

If South follows low, finesse the nine. North prob-
ably wins with the ten or jack, but whatever he re-
turns, you are sure to make the slam. If he returns a
club, or gives you a ruff-and-discard by leading a
diamond, you have the rest of the tricks. Also, North
cannot return a heart (if he has one at this point) with-
out establishing at least one of dummy’s hearts as a
trick.

Finally, if South produces the club ten or jack on
your club lead from dummy at trick six, you cover with
the queen to create the same ending.

2. Ruff the heart and lead a low diamond to
dummy’s queen. If the finesse loses to South’s king,
your only chance for the slam is to find South with
the doubleton king of clubs. You take a trump finesse
as soon as possible and hope for the best.

If the diamond finesse at trick two wins, indicating
that North has the king, lead a low trump to your ace
at trick three! If the jack or king of trumps appears on
this trick, you’re sure to make the slam, since your
only possible loser would be a trump trick. If both
defenders play low on the ace of clubs, return to
dummy with a spade and lead the ten of clubs. If
South follows suit, you’re home safe and sound.

Note that once the diamond finesse wins at trick
two, it becomes better to play a trump to your ace
than to try a trump finesse, since this guards against
the singleton king in the North hand. With a slam at
stake, the safety play of the ace gives you the maxi-
mum chance for the contract.

Look Before You Leap
Three notrump looks so easy to make on today’s

deal — especially after an opening diamond lead —
that the casual player might well ask “What’s the
problem?” Yet it contains a trap that would very likely
snare many unsuspecting declarers.

After the diamond lead, declarer pauses briefly to
count his winners and sees nine in plain view — one
spade, two hearts, three diamonds and three clubs.
Having made this determination, he puts up
dummy’s jack of diamonds, which holds, and cashes
the A-Q of clubs.

At this point, South begins to realize that his initial
assessment of his prospects might have been pre-
mature. The difficulty lies in the fact that although
dummy’s king of clubs is the game-going trick, there
is no way to reach dummy to collect it.

Try as he might, South will find himself fighting a
losing battle.

If, for example, he tries to get to dummy by lead-
ing his remaining low diamond toward the 10-5, West
takes the queen, leaving South with the lone A-K
opposite the 10.

The solution is not really difficult, provided declarer
negotiates the first hurdle. Before he plays to the
opening trick, he should note the blockage in the club
suit and take immediate steps to unravel the situa-
tion.

This can be done easily by playing the five of dia-
monds from dummy rather than the jack or ten. East’s
seven is taken with the king, and the A-Q of clubs
are cashed. South then leads a low diamond toward
the J-10.

West can take his queen now or later, but the re-
sult is the same in either case. Nine tricks are as-
sured, regardless of what the defenders do.

What the deal points up is that the impulse to play
high from dummy at trick one must be curbed until
the hand is examined as a whole. In other words, look
before you leap!

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston


