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Nanny likes her job, but growing tired of single dad flirting
Abigail
Van Buren

• Dear
   Abby

DEAR ABBY: I have a dilemma.
I work as a nanny for a single father.
My boss has been hitting on me,
even though he knows I have a boy-
friend. I try to avoid my boss at all
costs, which is pretty easy since he
works until late at night and I’m
usually in bed when he comes
home.

But when I can’t avoid him, he
flirts with me and rubs my shoul-
ders.

I love this job and don’t know
what to do. How should I handle
this? Should I tell my boyfriend
what’s going on?

— A NANNY IN TEXAS
DEAR NANNY: Rather than

tell your boyfriend, first speak to
your boss. Tell him that you like
your job and love his children, but
it makes you uncomfortable
when he touches you. Your silence
may have given him the false im-
pression that his advances are
welcomed.

P.S. I hope he listens to you.
Good nannies are hard to find.

DEAR ABBY: I’m 15 and my
boyfriend, “Jack,” is 16. We’ve
been going out for a year.

Recently, I told him I wanted us
to sign a “True Love Waits” card.
(It’s a card saying that since it’s the
right thing to do, we’re going to wait
to have sex until we’re married.)

Jack was not thrilled about the
idea. He said, “We already said
we’d wait, so what’s the differ-
ence?” I’m afraid he’ll break up
with me or cheat if I don’t keep him
interested.

I hope he’ll sign the card AND be
faithful to me, but I can’t be sure.
And please don’t tell me to dump
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him. I love Jack. He hasn’t done
anything wrong yet — and we
promised each other we’d always
work out our problems together.

— CHASTE SOPHOMORE
IN ARDMORE, OKLA.

DEAR CHASTE: Statistically,
as sincere as high school ro-
mances may be, they do not usu-
ally lead to marriage. Contrary to
what some people think, you can-
not keep a man interested for long
solely because of sex. If there isn’t
mutual interest and sincere feel-
ing, he’ll wander off to make an-
other conquest.

I, too, hope your boyfriend will
sign the card and abide by it. But
if he doesn’t, it’s an indication
that he doesn’t love you as much
as you love him. Remember that.

DEAR ABBY: My husband,
“Donald,” is working out of state.
Last week when I called him on his
cell phone, someone picked up and
said nothing — but didn’t discon-
nect. So for the next hour, I listened
to my husband in a bar with another
woman.

I heard laughing, talking and
glasses clinking. I heard them leave
together to have dinner. Then the
battery died.

I am hurt to the core. Donald
swears nothing happened, that she
was just his ride.

I’m trying hard to believe him,
but when I question him further, he
becomes upset and defensive. His
answers — or lack of them — have
destroyed my heart and soul.

Why can’t Donald say the right
things to take my hurt away? Why
doesn’t he understand? Abby, am I
wrong to be so upset?

— DISCONNECTED IN
DEER PARK

DEAR DISCONNECTED:
You are not wrong to be upset.
Your husband’s refusal to give
you an adequate explanation
speaks volumes.

Laughing, talking, glasses
clinking could be considered a
“date,” and if they were so loaded
he didn’t realize he’d left the cell
phone on, your marriage is in
trouble for more than one reason.
Schedule an appointment with a
marriage counselor. If your hus-
band refuses to go, go without
him, because my intuition tells me
you are going to need all the emo-
tional support you can get.

DEAR ABBY: My ex-husband,
“Robert,” is a police officer. We
have two children together. I am
now remarried.

When my children visited Rob-
ert last weekend, my 8-year-old
son, “Danny,” got into a fight with
his stepsister. They started calling

each other names. This happened at
Robert’s friend’s home, and the
friend suggested the children drink
vinegar as a punishment.

They taunted Danny, asking what
color shot glass he wanted his vin-
egar in. He cried and begged his dad
not to make him drink it. He said he
wanted to come home to me. Rob-
ert screamed at Danny until he
drank it.

When I picked my children up on
Sunday night, Danny was dis-
traught. He can’t seem to get over
that incident.

I called my lawyer, who said that
it is borderline abuse. He said to tell
Robert if it happens again, we will
file a petition for supervised visita-
tion.

Robert thinks I’m being unrea-
sonable. He can’t believe I would go
that far, since he’s a police officer
and it might hurt his job. I think he
should know better because he is a
police officer.

I failed to mention that Danny has
Tourette syndrome. Stress makes it
worse. He is a good boy, and I don’t
feel he deserved this type of punish-
ment. Am I being unreasonable?

— DISTRAUGHT

DEAR DISTRAUGHT: I don’t
know what the children called
each other that sent your ex off
the deep end, but the punishment

didn’t fit the crime. In light of the
fact that Danny has Tourette syn-
drome, there are better ways to
discipline him —  i.e., write 100
times “I will not name-call,” or
write his stepsister a letter of apol-
ogy.

Perhaps it is unfair to hold a
law enforcement officer to a
higher standard, but as an adult
he should have known better. He
could benefit from talking to
Danny’s doctor or the Tourette
Syndrome Association Inc. (888-
486-8738) about reasonable ex-
pectations. Or he could visit the
Web site: www.tsa-usa.org. How-
ever, if it happens again, listen to
your lawyer.

DEAR ABBY: My wife has al-
lowed my 19-year-old stepdaugh-
ter, “Jana,” to move her boyfriend
into our home. They are both col-
lege students who earn excellent
grades and work part-time. Many of
their classes are the same and they
study together. Jana sleeps upstairs
and her boyfriend sleeps down-
stairs.

I do not agree with this arrange-
ment. I believe it will lead to them
living together when they go off to

complete their educations. I simply
cannot support this, but my wife
wants to avoid conflict by allowing
it. What do you think?

— CONCERNED STEPDAD
IN FLORIDA

DEAR STEPDAD: Since they
earn excellent grades, have part-
time jobs, sleep on different floors
and are focused on completing
their educations, I think your
concern about what might hap-
pen down the road is premature.

Editor’s note: Write Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Rice acknowledges nation not on ‘war footing’ during attack
WASHINGTON (AP) — Na-

tional security adviser Condoleezza
Rice testified Thursday “there was
no silver bullet that could have pre-
vented” the worst terror strikes in
the nation’s history, adding that the
United States was ill-prepared de-
spite a threat that had been building
steadily over two decades.

President Bush “understood the
threat, and he understood its impor-
tance,” in advance, she told the
commission delving into the attacks
that killed more than 3,000, de-
stroyed the twin World Trade Cen-
ter towers in New York and blasted
a hole in the Pentagon.

“He made clear to me that he did
not want to respond to al-Qaida one

attack at a time. He told me he was
’tired of swatting flies’,” she added
in implicit rejection of claims made
last month by former terrorism aide
Richard Clarke.

In widely anticipated testimony,
Rice offered no apology for the fail-
ure to prevent the attacks — as
Clarke did two weeks ago. Instead,
she said, “as an officer of govern-
ment on duty that day, I will never
forget the sorrow and the anger.æ

Rice’s testimony, under oath and
on live national television, came
after weeks of White House resis-
tance. President Bush yielded in
response to repeated public re-
quests from members of the com-
mission — as well as quiet prod-

dings of Republicans in Congress
— that an on-the-record rebuttal
was needed in response to Clarke’s
explosive charges.

The former White House aide tes-
tified last month that the Bush ad-
ministration gave a lower priority to
combatting terrorism than had
former President Clinton, and that
the decision to invade Iraq under-
mined the war on terror. In addition
to raising questions about adminis-
tration attention to the threat of ter-
rorism, his remarks implicitly chal-
lenged a key underpinning of
Bush’s campaign for re-election.

In her prepared testimony, Rice
neither criticized Clarke nor offered
a point by point rebuttal of his ap-

pearance.
She said she made the unusual

decision to retain him when the new
administration came into office,
saying, he was an “expert in his
field.”

She said confronting terrorists
competed with other foreign policy
concerns when the president came
into office, but added that the
administration’s top national secu-
rity advisers completed work on the
first major national security policy
directive of the administration on
Sept. 4. The subject, she said, was
“not Russia, not missile defense,
not Iraq, but the elimination of al-
Qaida.”

Bush, she said, “understood the

threat, and he understood its impor-
tance,” she said.

“He made clear to me that he did
not want to respond to al-Qaida one
attack at a time. He told me he was
’tired of swatting flies’,” Rice told
the commission.

Rice slid into the witness chair
before an audience that included
relatives of victims of the attacks,
in which terrorists flew hijacked
jetliners into the World Trade Cen-
ter and the Pentagon. A fourth plane
— presumably on course for the
Capitol or another high-profile tar-
get in Washington — crashed into
a field in Pennsylvania after passen-
gers engaged in a struggle with the
hijackers.

Commission chairman Thomas
Kean extended a welcome to Rice,
and the panel’s co-chairman, for-
mer Indiana Democratic Rep. Lee
Hamilton, promised “some search-
ing and some difficult questions.”

She sat alone at a witness table
draped in red cloth, an American
flag pin on the lapel of her gray
jacket. In front of her sat the mem-
bers of the commission. Behind her,
in the front rows of the cavernous
hearing room, sat relatives of some
of the victims of the attacks. Bush
was at his ranch in Crawford, Texas,
and aides declined to say in advance
whether he intended to watch an
event with so much meaning for his
political future.


