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Some GORP legislators still hope to avoid higher taxes

By JOHN HANNA

AP Political Writer

TOPEKA (AP) — Somekey legislators
smelled good financial newsfor state gov-
ernment inthe spring air last week.

For example, House Speaker DougMays
saw afavorableomenin corporateincome
tax collectionsthat have exceeded expec-
tationsover thepast ninemonths. And Sen-
ateWaysand M eansCommittee Chairman
Steve Morris said that with commodity
prices higher this year than last year, the
agricultural economy looksbetter and Kan-
sans are more confident.

Mays, R-Topeka, and Morris, R-Hugo-
ton, werelooking ahead to April 20, when
state officials and university economists
meetinTopekatoissueanew revenuefore-
cast for the state.

TheLegislature usestheforecaststo set
budgetsfor state agencies.

Mays, Morrisand other |egislatorshope
the next forecast will be more optimistic
than the current version, which wasissued
in November. If itis, legislatorswill have
more money to spend.

AndMayswantsto spendthebulk of any

Analysis

additional projected revenues on public
schools. Like other Republicans, he still
hopesl|egislatorscanendtheir session hav-
ing provided extramoney for education—
without ageneral tax increase.

“It al goesinto education, | imagine,”
Mays said last week, contemplating addi-
tional revenuesto plug into thebudget. “ It
takes some pressure off to raise taxes, |
guess— | hope.”

Legislators already have approved a
$10.2 billion budget for thefiscal year be-
ginning July 1, following most of Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius’ spendingrecommenda-
tions and trimming overall spending by
three-tenths of 1 percent.

However, legislators consider that bud-
getincomplete, inpart becausethey haven't
resolved school finance issues. Lawmak-
ersareto return from their annual spring
recessApril 28towrap up businessfor the
year.

TheHousehasapproved two competing

school finance proposals.

One, from GOPleadersincludingMays,
would put an additional $28.5 from exist-
ing revenuesintoteacher mentoring, bilin-
gual education and programsfor children
who are at risk of dropping out of school.
Sixteenschool districtswithrelatively high
costs of living could raise an additional
$23.5millionwith local property taxes.

But the House also voted for a plan
drafted by Rep. Bill Kassebaum, R-
Burdick, that wouldrai sesalesandincome
taxes by $155 million. The new revenue
wouldraisebasestateaid per pupil by $100
and put more money into bilingual educa-
tion, special education and programs for
poor and minority students.

Kassebaum'’s bill would also let school
districtsraiselocal property taxesby acom-
bined $120 million.

Meanwhile, the Senate rejected six pro-
posals, somerelying on higher taxes, oth-
ersonly on existing revenues.

Mays said he expects the final package
to add anywhere from $40 million to $80
million to the state’s annual aid to school
districts, currently $2.6 billion.

If the state’ sfiscal forecasters conclude
on April 20 that revenues next year will
probably bel percent higher thanthe$4.47
billion now expected, that change would
give legislators an additional $45 million
to plug into their budget.

If the forecasters go 2 percent higher,
legislators have an additional $89 million
to appropriate.

“That possibility wasnotlostonus,” said
Sen. Derek Schmidt, R-Independence.

Schmidt said some senators want to
avoid atax increasethisyear becausethey
arethinking ahead to next year.

InDecember, aShawneeCounty district
judge ruled that the state’s school finance
formulaisconstitutionally flawed and that
Kansas spends too little on its schools to
ensurethat each childreceivesa“ suitable”
education. Thejudge'sdecision cameina
lawsuitfiledin 1999 by parentsand admin-
istrators in the Dodge City and Salina
school districts.

The state has appeal ed to the Kansas
Supreme Court. Schmidt said heand some
of hiscolleaguesworry about raising taxes
thisyear, only tofaceanother increasenext

year, after aSupreme Court ruling.

“There’salimit to the number of times
that taxpayerswill let usgotothat well for
schools,” Schmidt said.

Of course, relying on a new and more
optimistic fiscal forecast to fund a school
finance plan hasits own problems.

First, the forecasters have repeatedly
shown that their main concernisaccuracy,
not budgeting. They’ venot hesitatedinthe
past — the spring forecasts of 2001 and
2002 areexamples—toissueestimatesthat
blow aholeinthe budget.

SenatePresident DaveKerr believesthe
new forecast will be close to the existing
one.

“1’mnot countingonsomebigwindfall,”
said Kerr, R-Hutchinson.

And, evenif theestimatorsconcludethe
state will collect $4.5 billion or even $4.6
billioningeneral revenues, they couldturn
out to bewrong.

But Maysand someof hiscolleaguesare
worried most about muddling through the
current session, and that is why they’re
hoping the new fiscal forecast will be sun-
nier than the existing one.

Shaky truce largely holds for second day in Fallujah  eridge

FALLUJAH, Iraq (AP) — Gun-
firewaslargely silencedMonday in
thesecondday of atruceinFallujah,
wherelragi doctorssaid 600 people
were killed. The top U.S. military
spokesman said about 70 Ameri-
cans and 700 insurgents had been
killed sinceApril 1.

Additiona U.S.forceshavebeen
maneuvering into place, and the
military haswarneditwill launchan
all-out assault on Fallujah if talks
there between pro-U.S. Iragi poli-
ticians and city officials fall
through.

U.S. Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt
releasedthefirst full casualty statis-
tics since widespread fighting
erupted on April 4.

“The coalition casualties since
April 1 run about 70 personnel. ...
The casualty figures we have re-
ceived from the enemy are some-
where about 10 timesthat amount,
what we' veinflicted ontheenemy,”
Kimmitt told aBaghdad presscon-
ference.

About 600 Iragi dead were re-
corded by the main hospital and
four clinicsin Fallujah, hospital di-
rector Rafieal-1ssawi told TheAs-
sociated Press.

About 880 Iraqgis have been
killed, according to an AP count,
based onstatementsby | ragi hospi-
tal officials, U.S. military state-

mentsand Iragi police.

President Bush prepared Ameri-
cansforthepossibility of moreU.S.
casualties.

“It was a tough week last week
and my prayers and thoughts are
with those who pay the ultimate
pricefor our security,” Bush said.

ThetopU.S.commanderinlrag,
Lt. Gen. Ricardo Sanchez, ac-
knowledged that a battalion of the
Iragi army refusedtofightin Fallu-
jah.

Asked about the battalion’s re-
fusal on NBC's“Meet The Press,”
Sanchez said, “This one specific
instance did in fact uncover some
significant challenges in some of
thelraqi security forcestructures...
Weknow that it’sgoing totakeusa
whiletostandupreliableforcesthat
can accept responsibility.”

Some 900 members of the Iragi
Civil Defense Corpsarewiththree
battalions of Marines. U.S. forces
on Sunday examined acapturedin-
surgent cache of suicide belts.

Bushheld out hopefor theFallu-
jah talks, saying the United States
was “open to suggestions’ on re-
ducing the violence.

Seven Chinese civilians were
abducted by insurgents in central
Iraq Sunday evening, China sgov-
ernment said.

OnMonday, BeijingurgedIrag's

|eadersto help free the hostages.

In the last week, militants have
kidnappedat |least 28 civiliansfrom
11 countries.

Still unknown wasthefate of an
Americanhostage, ThomasHamill,
whosecaptorsthreatenedtokill him
unlessthe Marineswithdraw from
Fallujahby early Sunday. Other in-
surgents promised to release three
Japanese by Sunday, but the Japa-
nese Embassy in Baghdad said
Monday they had not been freed.

Inthesouth, membersof thelraqi
Governing Council havereportedly
heldtalkswithfollowersof radical
Shiite cleric Mugtadaal-Sadr.

Hismilitiaraised abloody revolt
last week and still controls three
holy cities, Karbala, Kufa and
Najaf.

Onefactor that hasheld off U.S.
actiontouproot a-Sadr’sal-Mahdi
Army militiawasthepresenceof up
to 1.5 million Shiite pilgrimsin
Karbala, for Sunday’s al-Arbaeen
ceremonies, oneof theholiest days
of the Shiite religious calendar.
Most pilgrims had |eft the city by
Monday morning.

U.S. coalition spokesman Dan
Senor would not comment on Iraqi
talks with al-Sadr’s followers but
said, “ | would say that our goal isto
minimizebloodshed and to head off
any sort of conflict.”

ATTENTION

Colby High School, Brewster High School,
and Golden Plains High School

Senior Pare

nts!!
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Hurry in parents!!
Deadline is May 3rd!!!

The Colby Free Press is
now planning the Senior
Graduation Tab and will
be giving parents a
chance to put a baby pic-
ture in along with a short
message from the family.

We will automatically
feature your student’s
picture and information,
but this will be your
chance to put in a baby
picture to show how much
your senior has really
changed over the years!

Call Crystal @ 462-3963 for
4 more information or stop by
the office at
155 W. 5th in Colby.

o« Small Sample e

TANNER B. BROWN

I will attend Hutchinson
Community College.

PARENTS:
Mike & Jeanene Brown

Tanner Brown - Way to go!
We’re so proud of you. “May
you live all the days of your life”
Love,

Mom, Dad, Chanda and Cassie
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“We don't see it as a necessary
requirement that any military action
has to occur in Ngjaf,” Brig. Gen.
Mark Kimmitt told reporters.

The goal of the separatetalksin
Fallujah and the south wasunclear.
U.S. commandersdemandthat con-
trol of Iragi policeand U.S.-led coa-
litionforcesinthecitiesberestored
and that insurgentsin Fallujah lay
downtheir armsand hand over Ira-
gis who killed and mutilated four
American civilianson March 31.

Iragi Governing Council mem-
bers, who have harshly criticized
the U.S. offensive, are seeking a
way to extend thetruceandresolve
theviolence.

U.S. troopsretook thecity of Kut
from al-Sadr followersin the past
three days, in the first major foray
inmonthshy theAmericanmilitary

into southern Irag. Military action
to retake the other cities could re-
quire fighting near some of Shiite
Islam’s holiest shrines, raising the
possibility of inflaming Shiite an-
ger at the U.S.-led occupation.

In Fallujah, hardly a shot was
heard M onday morning, morethan
36 hoursafter insurgentsinthecity
said they were calling acease-fire.
TheMarineshave halted offensive
operations since Friday.

Guerrillas overnight made spo-
radicattacks, saidLt. Col. Brennan
Byrne.

Marines killed two insurgents
setting up amachinegun near apa-
trol and otherswerefired onby gun-
men hiding in aschool, he said.

Thebodiesof 11 Iragiswereseen
brought to a makeshift clinicin a
city mosqgue Sunday.

Colby Country Club Bridge re-
sults from April 6 are first place -
HelenRoulier; second placetiebe-
tween Helen Donelan and Joy
Davis and Margarte Deneler took
third.

Markets

Quotes as of close of
previous business day

Hi-Plains Co-op
Wheat $3.81
Corn $3.15
Milo $5.17
Soybeans $9.28
Adake a Eﬁf&fdﬂ.ﬂﬂ-
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Get connected to the Internet with us!

We have
local technical

%
=

462-3963

Join your neighbors in Goodland, Oberlin, Norcatur, Bird City, Oakley, McDonald,
Colby and St. Francis who are on-line with nwkansas.com. We have high speed
modems, unlimited active usage and technical support available.

SAME DAY CONNECTION!!

12 MONTHS Just

For alimited time, Colby Free Press customerscan receive 12
full months of internet servicefor |essthan the price of eight!!

THAT'S4 MONTHS - FREE!!

5169”

* Internet access as low as $14.95/mo. with 1 year pre-payment. Normal monthly rates are $24.95/mo. For more information, call 462-3963

155 W. 5th, Colby
462-3963



