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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOU BLACKMAIL
SOMEONE TESTIFYING, I RECKON THAT
WOULD BE BLEEDING THE WITNESS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals L

Father-in-law stif

DEARABBY: | am 24 yearsold
and have been married for seven
years. We have one child.

My father-in-law has lived with
usforthepastthreeyears. | amtired
of thissituation. | cannot have any-
oneoverlaterthan10p.m. or hegoes
crazy. Lightsand TV haveto be off
by then, too. Heliesonthecouchall
day. Hedoesn't clean up after him-
self. Ontopof that, hewalksinto our
bedroom without knocking, soyou
canimaginewhat our sexlifeislike.

Heisnotoverthehill orailing. He
is57,andhisonly healthproblemis
diabetes. We can’t go anywhere
without him; heeventagsal ongwith
uswhenwevisit hisex and her hus-
band.

How do | tell him that we need
timetoourselveswithout hurting his
feelings?

—HADITINTEXAS

DEARHADIT: You should be
nominated for sainthood for tol-
erating the situation this long.
Stop worryingabout hisfeelings;
heiscertainly not worryingabout
your s. Set new houser ules. Kindly
but firmly take care of your own
needs and don’t apologize for it.
Install alock on your bedroom
door. You and your husband are
entitled toyour privacy and your
own life. If hedoesn’t likeit, give
himadeadlinetobeout, and then
enforceit.

DEAR ABBY: | applaud “Sad
andDisgustedinVirginia’ forbeing
proactiveabout protecting children
from verbal and physical abuse. |
was slapped often by my mother in
grocery stores and parking lots.
Plenty of people witnessed her ti-
rades; noonewouldintervene. What
they couldn’t seewaswhat went on
at homebehind closed doors. Shehit
mewith her high-heel ed shoes, pots
and pans, evenaviolin, which shat-
tered when it struck my head. No
one ever questioned me about my
bruises. | wastoo weak, scared and
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under my abuser’scontrol todoany-
thing about my situation.

| endured her beatingsuntil | was
21. They stopped only because |
moved to another state to attend
graduate school.

| no longer have arelationship
withmy mother. | haveoftenblamed
myself for not speaking up about my
own abuse. | remember hoping that
someonelike* Sad and Disgusted”
would simply ask, “Areyou OK?’
That small act might havegivenme
thecouragel couldn’t muster onmy
own.

— FREEAT LAST, CHICAGO

DEARFREE: | ampleased you
finally escaped your abuser. |
hopeyounolonger blameyour self
for not telling anyone what was
going on. The reason many vic-
timsdo not speak up about their
mistreatment isthey have been
brainwashed into believing they
somehow brought it on them-
selves. One phrase that echoes
repeatedly in themail | get from
victimsof abuseis,“He/shesaid |
MADE him/her slap me, hit me,
choke me, etc.” Of cour se, noth-
ing could be further from the
truth. Adultsareresponsible for
their own behavior. Wehavefree
will. What wedo or refrain from
doingisour personal choice.

DEARABBY: “Grossed Out in
Florida® asked where older men
“get theidea’ they can date much
younger women. For the answer to
that question one need only look at
the nearest movietheater marquee:

HarrisonFord (61) withMichelle
Pfeiffer (45), Kristin Scott Thomas
(43) or AnneHeche(34) —al6-to

27-year age gap.

Michael Douglas(59) with Fam:-
ke Janssen (38), Frances McDor-
mand (46) or Gwyneth Paltrow (31)
— al3- to 28-year age gap.

Steve Martin (58) with Bonnie
Hunt (39), Jean Smart (44) or Hel-
enaBonham Carter (37) — al4-tc
21-year age gap.

All of theserel ationshipsarepre-
sented as perfectly normal. Also,
consider the fuss that was made
about Jack Nicholson and Diane
Keaton in “Something’s Gottz
Give.” How NICE it wasto seecon-
temporaries as alove interest! In
reality, Dianeisnineyearsyounger
than Jack. It'snowonder thesemen
think that young girlswill beinter-
ested because, hey, if it can happen
inthemovies, it can happeninreal
life, right?

— REALITY CHECKER,
GURNEE, ILL.

DEARREALITY CHECKER:
Not only canit happeninreal life
—ithas: Humphrey Bogart mar-
ried Lauren Bacall, Michael Dou-
glasmarried Catherine Zeta-
Jones, Warren Beatty married
Annette Bening, Kevin Costner
just married Christine Baum-
gartner, Harrison Ford isdating
Calista Flockhart. And there-
versecan betrue: Let’snot for get
Demi Moore and Ashton Kut-
cher!

Editor’snote: Dear Abbyiswrit-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, alsc
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips.

Write Dear Abby at www.Dear-
Abby.comor P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, Calif. 900609.

Family Circus = Bil Keane

“The kind of beans | like best are

purple jelly beans.”

Opening lead — king of hearts.

FamousHand

A hand once played by Italian star Pietro
Forquetillustratesthethemethat in bridgeyou

never giveup.

Hereachedfour spadesasshown (playingthe
highly artificial Blue Team Club System), and
West led the K-A and another heart.

Forquet won with the queen and, expecting
no trouble whatsoever, cashed the ace of

trumps.

When West showed out, the entire picture

changed.

What had seemed likean easy contract amo-
ment beforenow appearedimpossibletomake.
But Forguet thought thematter over and con-
cluded he could still makefour spadesif West
had three diamonds in addition to the five
spades and three heartshe had already shown 21 man-

up with.

Accordingly, Forguet led a club to the ace
and continued with the A-K-Q of diamonds,
ruffing the queen after East showed out.

Hethen cashed theking of clubs, producing

thisposition:
North
[S]
[D]
West
[S]
East
Immaterial
South
[S] Q6
[C] 97

K84
J

J1097

Forquet led a club, and West, who seemed
to havetwo suretrump tricks, suddenly found

he had only one.

West could not afford to ruff with theseven,
which declarer would overruff with the eight,

s0 heruffed with thenine.

Forquet found the correct counter to this
when he discarded thejack of diamondsfrom
dummy. It now did not matter whether West
returned the jack, ten or seven —
card West chose, Forquet had the rest of the

tricks.
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16 Migratory emotion 8 “— 33 “Say It
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