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Monday’s
Salute

Thumbs é\f}é to...

VDon K ready — for lending your arm, once again, to
thelocal Red Crossblood drive.

VInternational Students — at Colby Community
College, for that yummy for the tummy.

VCoach Brad Wildeman—your effortsand hardwork
merit appreciation.

VGem Community — the perfect hostsfor the North-
west Kansas Corn GrowersAssoci ation meeting.

VM aurice Rasmussen — enjoy your new home at
Fairview Estates.

vJoe L eibbrandt — the Extension office's newest
agent.

VAIl Participants— in the recent Alzheimer’ sAsso-
ciation “Memory Walk” for a cause well directed and
accomplished.

VThomas County Health Department — one of the
eight counties making up the Northwest Bio-Terrorism
Region, for the responsibilities you will shoulder when
the call goesout.

VAnonymous— for the assistance rendered in atime
of need. (Thenotereceived said thoseinvolved know who
they areand they do not seek public acclaim.)

VSchool Bus Driver s— heroesintheir own right.

Thiscolumnis prepared each Monday morning by the
newspaper ‘s publisher. Comments, questionsor submis-
sionscan bee-mailedtotd@nwkansas.com, faxedto him
at (785) 462-7749, call 462-3963 or mail himat 155 W.
5th, Colby 67701. Thanks, in advance.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-
@ink.org
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Major league baseball season kicked off last
week. It hasn't been too high a profile yet and
probably the most noticeable happened in Feb-
ruary.

The Chicago Cubs have cursed themselves
again. On national television Feb. 26, citizensof
Chicago gatheredtotry torid the Cubbiesof the
second-longest championship drought in major
league baseball.

Theball, theinfamousball that fansand play-
ers alike blame for ending the team’s run for a
pennant last year, was executed on live televi-
sion.

Theball wasin aPlexiglas container, hooked
up towires. When the signal wasgiven, the ball
was jolted with electricity. It was over in mere
seconds and when the smoke cleared, the burst
ball’sinnardswerescatteredinsidethecontainer.

Slow motion capture revealed the ball ex-
ploded from the shock it received.

Oneview wasn'tenough. They hadtoshowthe
gruesomessight over and over again from many
different angles.

Inthewordsof my sister, “ How could anybody
do that to apoor innocent little basebal | ?’

My sentiments exactly.

All joking aside, itwasn’t all for nothing. The
ball becamearallying cry toendthe Curseof the
Cubbies but the effort to send the ball to itsfi-
nally resting placewasall for agood cause— it
raised more than $1 million for charity, includ-
ing juvenilediabetes.

Now, some could accuse the city of Chicago
of going alittletoofar inthefans’ quest for ven-
geance but come on— it’sone of thethingswe
Americans excel at —when something just
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doesn’t setjust right..

We retaliate, especially when it comes to
something as sacred as the American pastime.

Weliveinasupposedly civilized country and
laws have madeit virtually impossible to beat
somebody to a bloody pulp without getting in
toomuchtrouble(of course, thatisunlessyou’re
ahockey player) sothemasseshavebeenforced
toturnto sportsto quenchtheir thirst for blood.

Wheat if the Cubshavenot only not doneany-
thing to help themselves but have only aggra-
vated the existing curse? I’'m no expert but
karmais not something that should be messed
with.

OK, baseball fans electrocute baseball, the
most essential element of thegame. Noball, no
game. Sowhat if they have, in effect, cursed all
baseballs the team comesin contact with from
now onto betray theminamanner that ball did?

If somebody would just et a descendant of
William Sianiswatch agame at Wrigley Field
withagoat, it might break thecurse. That’sabig
maybe.

To recap, the Cubs haven’t won a pennant
since 1908 and haven’t made an appearance
since 1945 when the curse of the goat waslev-
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IS help the Cubbies?

eled by William Sianiswhenheand hishilly goat
were gjected from Wrigley Field during the
World Seriesthat year.

Becauseno onewould let Sianisback inwith
the goat, he allegedly cursed theteam.

Asawise man once said on SportsCenter, a
craftsman shouldn’t blame his tools. A public
execution was overkill.

They could have used another ball (execution
by proxy?) and | don’t think anybody would
have known the difference.

It could beapossibility that thereal ball isin
avault in Cooperstown, where it should be.
Another fate almost too scary to contempl ateis
that it could be in the collection of one Keith
Olbermann, MSNBC-TV anchor..

The former ESPN anchorman is a baseball
fanatic. | wouldn't put it past himto havestruck
adeal with the devil to get that baseball. It's
longshot but what if it really wasn’t destroyed
andit now hasaplaceof honor amongthememo-
rabiliain Olberman’s baseball collection?

It'sasituationsimilar towhat happensinsome
museums— theitemondisplay isn’t really the
real thing either because theforgery is so good
thestaff isn’tawareof itor it sareproductionta
protect the actual item.

A dirty trick?

Not redly.

Because what's more important — breaking
theCubbiesCurseor preservingapricel esspiece
of baseball memorabilia?

Tisha Coxisa general assignment reporter/
photographer for the Free Press. Her column
appearson Mondays. tcox@nwkansas.com.

Bipartisan? My eye!

Another smoking gun has proven itself to be
|oaded with blanks, at best. No, thisisnot about
aweaponsfindin Iraqthat fizzled, it's about a
memaotothepresident that washyped by liberal
opponents as the 21st century equivalent to 18
minutes of blank tape on Richard Nixon'stape
recorder.

Except it wasn't. Far fromit, the memo sim-
ply told the President that Osamabin Laden’s
peoplewerein Americaand probably wanted to
blow something up or hijack an airplane. Not a
bad deduction consideringthey had already tried
to blow up the World Trade Center eight years
earlier and hijackingispretty muchterrorist 101.

By the way, the full text of the memo wasin
several newspapers over the weekend. Just get
aSunday paper and start looking. You'll find it
and be amazed at what it doesn’t say.

Democrats are howling about theinactionin
the face of thismemo, but one of their own an-
sweredthequestionfor them. Sandy Berger, one
of the top National Security aidesto President
Clinton, told the commission investigating the
attackson the World Trade Center that it would
not have been politically feasible to do more.

Can you imagine the uproar if the White
House had interrupted or stopped flightsover a
memo that told them what everyonein the na-
tional security businesshad knownfor almost a
decade?

Speaking of concernfor contradiction, doyou
remember whentheDemocratswere screaming
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that we didn’t haveenoughtroopsinirag?| do,
because| wassaying the samething. Now, how-
ever, that we are talking about sending more
troops, we're hearing references to Viet Nam
and more specifically the Tet offensive.

Sen. Robert Byrd (D-W.V.) asked if anyone
elsesaw any referencesto Viet Naminthisbe-
sides him. Well, | do see one similarity. Our
modern Congresshasshownthesameability to
bendtothepolitical windsthat madeit ineffec-
tive 40 years ago. The differenceiswe have a
president committed to a course of action he
believes to be right. Sen. Joe Biden (D-Del.)
compared the fighting in Fallujah and other
placesto the Tet offensive and again he might
beright on afew points. For onething, the Tet
offensive nearly broke the North Viethamese.

Althoughvictory would havebeen dubiousin
light of thecorruption of thesouth, wewill never
know because we decided we needed out.

The same thing can happen in Irag and with
leaderslike Byrd and Biden defeat becomes a

very real possibility.

Did anyone notice, by the way, who quietly
got afree passfor aprivate, off-the-record in-
terview with the 9-11 commission? None other
thanWilliam Jefferson Clinton. Inthedin about
Dr. Ricetestifying and the president and vice
president answering questionstogether, that sort
of slipped under the radar.

Itisinteresting that this supposedly non-par-
tisan panel treats aformer president on whose
watchmany of theactionsleadinguptothemain
event happened with more deferencethan asit-
ting president who is trying to do something
about them. In the end, it all boils down to an
election and a timid Republican Party. The
Democratsareout of power and want very des-
perately to get back in. The part | don’t under-
stand iswhy.

They still control the Congress. Just look at
thejudicial appointment processand the Repub-
licanapol ogy for anunconscionableconspiracy
by Sen. Edward Kennedy. (D-Mass.) What's
even better, when something goes wrong they
canblametheRepublicansfor listeningtothem.

They really don’'t have anything to gain un-
lessthey’reafraid Hillary will run next time.

Maybeboth partiesfinally havesomethingon
which they can agree.

A. Jay Kelley isalocal minister and writer
who speaks his mind from time to time. His e-
mail isjkelley@nwkansas.com
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APPRECIATE YOLR LETTING UH-OH. NECKTIE ON THE
ME WATCH THE GAME IN POOR. LOOKG LIKE JEFFS
YOLIR ROOM, YOUNG DUPE. GOT COMIZANY.
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