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the press conference?

President Bushwent beforethe cameras Tuesday night
to update the American peopleonthesituationinlrag. It
wasn't pretty. But hismessagewasclear: wearethereto
seethisthing through.

That declaration wasno surprise. Hehassaid all along

that theU.S. won't cut and run. He also felt comparisons

of Iragwith Vietnam serve no good purposeand, infact,

sendsamixed messageto our fighting forcesandtothose

shooting at usin Irag. Can't argue that point.

President Bush was making reference to Sen. Ted
Kennedy’s sickening attempt to tag Iraq as “ President
Bush’'sVietham.” What asick mind he (Kennedy) has.
Ted Kennedy should be seen and not heard. 1sn’'t he the
guy who was involved in a deadly accident on abridge
many yearsago, resultinginthedrowning of afemalepas-
senger? Many of us have not forgotten. He should have

had to servetime, but political power and influenceasa

member of one of the country’swealthiest families pre-
vented clinker timefor thisparty guy of the past.

President Bush was not comfortable at his only third
presidentia newsconferenceashefaced questioningfrom
theWhiteHousepresscorps. They weretough questions,
therewashesitationon hispart tofind answersto someof
them. And some questions never brought a direct re-
sponse.

How heperformedisamatter for each viewer todecide.
From this corner we were satisfied with the way he
handled it. Too many people try to compare him with
President ClintonwhowasMr. Smoothwhenever hewas
inthepublic spotlight. Thesetwoguysareasdifferentas
night and day.

We know, from the press conference, that perhaps as
many as 20,000 moreAmerican menandwomenwill see
battle timein Iraq as Mr. Bush assured his top generals
that what they need iswhat they will get.

We know, from the press conference, that President
Bush waswell awarethat this past week, in particular,
was not agood week for usover there (Iraqg).

Weknow, fromthepressconference, that he' sonamis-
sion and will seeit through, if that be the wishes of the
electorate on Nov. 2.

Sometalking headshilled last night’ spressconference
asa“do-or-die” situation for Mr. Bush. We thought that
was overkill. It was important, but at thisearly timein
the campaign it is doubtless anyone made up their mind
on what they are going to do in the polling booth in No-
vember onthebasisof onepresidential newsconference.

Mr. Bushwaspressuredinto hol ding the pressmeeting
by hisvery own White House. Pollsthisweek show Mr.
Bushtrailing Sen. JohnKerry, 50-43percent. That' || cause
hair to turn gray.

But al ot of thingscan happen between now and Nov. 2.
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IRRG ARE ATTACKING
US BECAUSE THEY

HATE FREEDOM!
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JUuST HATE UNPROVOKED
INVASIONS THRY PRESUME
“o SOLVE CENTURIES
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ARREST THAT GUY... k
HE CLERPRLY
HATES FREEDOM
ToO!

9/11 Commission ag

| Fyou, likeme, arewatching evening C-Span
reruns of the day’s 9/11 Commission hearings,
you haveto comeaway fromthisweek’sedition
withonemessage: theFBI and CI A wereengaged
inthat oldkidtease, “ | know somethingyoudon’t
know!”

Andwhat ashamethat is.

| neverinmy wildest dreamsthought thosetwo
agencieswereasadrift from oneanother asthey
were— and probably still are.

If what wearehearingisan accurateportrayal
of thebad blood that existsbetween these snoop-
ersand intelligence folks, then it is easy to un-
derstand thetragic events of Sept. 11, 2001.

It just goes to show that we are an arrogant
society, wethink we are untouchable, wearen't
overly seriousabout seriousmattersand, infact,
wewere nothing morethan sitting ducks await-
ing theexact timefor the huntersto pull thetrig-
ger.

| have never blamed President Clinton and
would never blamePresident Bush for what hap-
pened.

But | would blame those in whose hands —
security wise— our very survival rests. And the
datathey provided President Clinton and Presi-
dent Bushonwhichtoact wasalmost laughable,
if it wasn't for the thousands of American lives
lost inthe attack of Sept. 11, 2001.

Connecting dotsis easier to do after the fact.
But aren’t these supposed tobethemost brilliant
minds on the planet? Apparently they weren't.
And from the lack of cooperation between the

| Tom Dreiling

"OMy
Turn

FBI andthe CIA should beareal eyeopener for
all of us.

Blame some of thison the ever growing fed-
eral bureaucracy. Itissolarge— so, solarge—
that it isimpossible to manage. There are just
too many voicesin the mix and this cloudsthe
picture. Inthiscase, moreisnot better.

I’m glad for the 9/11 Commission hearings.
Sometimesthe panel membersareletting their
political colors show, but all the while we are
getting areal picture of how events like 9/11
were allowed to happen.

Headsneedtoroll. And | kind of feel likewe
are going to see some of those spin right on out
onto the street after the Commission’sreportis
issued inlate July.

Something needstobedonetobringthesetwo
agenciesback toreality, and back tothetabl e of
communication.

If not, hold onto your seats.

KINDNESS isthe language which the deaf
can hear and the blind can see. —Mark Twain

THAT most welcomed snowfall overnight
Sunday wassuch abeautiful sight. Andit shoulc
not havecomeasasurprise. After all, snow falls
here aslate asmid-May, and in some instances
ithasevenfalleninlateMay. Although not with
regularity, wearen'’t out of the snow woodsthi
earlyinthespring.Aslongasit’smoisture, bring
iton!

AN elderly gentleman was on the operating
table awaiting surgery and he insisted that hi:
son, arenowned surgeon, performtheoperation
Ashewas about to get the anesthesia he askec
to speak to his son.

“Yes, Dad, what isit?’ the son inquired.

“Don’'t be nervous, son,” the old man said
“Do your best and just remember, if it doesn'’s
go well, if something happens to me ...your
mother is going to come and live with you anc
your wife....”

SPEAKING of aging...the older we get, the
fewer things seem worth waiting inlinefor.

THERE will bealot of young peopleintowr
onThursday. Colby isthesiteof the" StateL arge
GroupMusicFestival” at thehighschool all day

HAVE agood evening!

*kkkk

Tom Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press
His column appear s Wednesdays and Fridays.

| need to hear from you

To my constituentsin the 121st District:

| today read anarticleinthe*Hoxie Sentinel”
writtenby Mr. JimMcDaniel, Superintendent of
theHoxie Schools. Heended that article saying
“Itistimefor district patronsto expressto area
legislators how they feel about our schools.”
Since | represent the 121st district | agree and
wouldvery muchlikefor youtosend mealetter
to PO Box 366, Colby, Kan. 67701 or email to
jmorriso@ink.org your thoughts regarding
funding for our schools.

| really need to know the support thereisfor
increasing income and sal es taxes to support
education in Sherman, Thomas, Sheridan and
Graham counties. Most all theinformation | re-
ceive says “Do NOT raise my taxes!” | really
think people need to reconsider that statement.
Our taxes are being raised every year. Look at
your property tax statement. Areyou payingless
now thanyou did previously? How much more
inproperty tax areyou paying now thanyoudid
fiveyearsago? Inmy view that isthemost oner-
ousof taxes.

Property taxisnot basedat all onability topay.
Incometax isbased on earnedincomeand sales
taxisbased onpurchases. Stateincreasesinsales
and income tax are used to offset our need for
increased property taxes. Hoxie, if the schools
do not get some help may have to increase the
LOB by asmuchas11mills! If the Stateof Kan-
sasdoeswhat it shouldthat raisewill not benec-
essary.

If theL egislaturedoesincreasetaxes, asl ear-
lier mentioned, then there just might not be a
needtoraiselocal property taxes. Thatwill likely
resultinyour payingless, not more, tax thanyou
do now or will in the near future.

| strongly support more help for education
includingincreased funding. | havevotedtoin-
crease spending for schools this year and will
continuetodoso. JimMcDaniel iscorrectwhen
hesaysl voted yesonthislast voteto support an
increase in funding for education. That “yes”
votewastosenditontoafinal votethenext day.
Itwould not have passed without my “yes” vote
sotherewould not havebeenany final actionon
theincrease.

Jim Morrison

e Capitol
Review

-

The next day | was on the phone with Mr.
McDaniel asthe vote wastaking place and ex-
plained to him that if the vote to pass when the
vote was closed was 68 or more that | would
change my voteto a“no.” It had 77 votes for
passage so | switched to a“no” vote knowing
that the passage was secured.

| am not going to take time to explain why |
did that but people need to think about politics
asthe game of baseball. Sometimesto win the
game a hitter must make a sacrifice out to get
thefinal runin. The Senatethenrejected to bill
as“toomuch” spending. They alsorejected our
earlier bill that increased about 50 million. At
least the House agreeswith methat there needs
tobemorespent for educationand other services
to people.

BeingaL egidatorisincredibly hardwork and
requiresability togainconsensustoget required
votesfor issuesto pass. Wework al year help-
ing peopleinour districtswith problemsin state
agencies. Itisafull timejob, somewhat stress-
ful and actually will cost awestern Kansasleg-
islator out-of-pocket-money to represent their
district. Most are surprised to learn it can cost
asmuch as $4,000 or so out of pocket to repre-
sent thedistrict. | do not mind and lovethe job
and contact with people. | need your help now
and | do not frequently ask anything from my
constituents. Thisis, however, very important.

The future of our communitiesliesin the
health of our community health care system,
schoolsand businesses. Thesearethingspeople
moving to the areafirst look at. How good are
the schools, health care systemsand how islo-
cal businessdoing.

Throughout my district one of the largest

employers and source of income is education.
Putting moremoney intothebusinessof educa-
tion helps the local business community and
health community. In fact, in some areas the
schools ARE the primary economy. We do not
get the increases in funding that the larger
school sdo becausewedo not build new school s
nor havethebilingual problemsthat otherswho
receive extramoney that is counted in the “in-
creased” expenditurefor education by thestate.

Our schools are actually losing money and
having to do away with programsand teachers.
That snowballs into reduction in the local
economy that forcesarai seinthelocal property
tax and anincreaseintheL ocal Option Budget.
Simply put, theschoolsneed moremoney and |
know that and have always supported that. You
may see somevotesthat do not reflect what you
might consider areflection of support but you
need to see the entire game and what | do as e
player to fully realize that a NO sometimes
meansaY ESfor alater issue of greater impor-
tance. Politicsisnot for thefaint of heart or for
someone that can only provide part-time in-
volvement. At least for usin rural Kansas the
legislatureisafull time commitment.

Sohow canyou help? Send menotes, emails,
|etters expressing your support of more money
for educationwhichincludesastatetaxincrease.
| need to know what taxes in which you would
support an increase or that you absolutely will
not support mevoting for any statetax increase
— remember, local taxeswill haveto beraised
if we (the state) do not do something to help, so
simply say you do not want atax increase will
not be acceptable.

Tell mewhat taxesyouwould support, know-
ing that aincreaseislikely inevitable. Local
property taxes must be raised if the State of
Kansas does not increase the spending for
schoolsand for other programsto help people.

But that helping people is another long sub-
ject.

Sincerely,

JimMorrison
Representative 121st district
(Letter #22)
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