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Quit pointing fingers

Tothe Colby Free Press:

Itisreal disgustingwhat the Democratic Party istrying
to doin blaming President Bush for 911. The threat was
already there during the Clinton administration, so does
President Clinton then owethe American peoplealso an
apology becausehedidn’t do anythingmorethanbomba
baby food factory and radio station in Afghanistan?

Think the Republican Party should demandthis?l don’t
think so on either counts. The only reason afinger isbe-
ing pointed at President Bush isbecause heisaRepubli-
can president and the Democratic Party want to degrade
him for what he hasdonefor our nation. Thereisno way
that he could have prevented what happened and am sick
of listening to John K erry degrade himwhen hetalksout
of both sidesof hismouth. Wecertainly don’t need some-
onelikethat for our president.

If fingersare going to be pointed at so called mistakes
of apresident, then | think the Republican Party needsto
go back and get posthumous apol ogizes from President
Roosevelt, aDemocrat president that was warned about
Pearl Harbor, also President Johnson, a Democrat that
created the Vietham war.

Japan declared war on us, we invaded Germany so |
think the Democrats need to back off this political ploy
that they are trying to use to turn this nation against a
strong, and dedi cated presi dent that hasonly thiscountry
andtheAmerican peoplesbestinterest and saf ety first and
foremost at heart.

Get real people, weareat war whether welikeit or not,
and let President Bush compl ete the job of destabilizing
theterroriststo keep them from another 911.

JoyceDean

Colby

(L etter #23)
mamadean@st-tel .net

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-

@ink.org
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THE PRESIDENT UNDERSToOD
THE THREAT AND WE UNDERSToOD

ITs VMPORTANCE.
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Not seeing is believing

My daughter, Tracy, recently returned from a
tripto Germany — visiting her boyfriend, David,
who was born and raised in Berlin.

It was fun to hear about her adventures, hav-
ing lived in Berlin myself for five yearsin the
mid-1970s.

Onethingthat | wasparticularly interested in
knowing moreabout wastheblind restaurant that
| spoke of about amonth or so ago.

For thosewhorecall thecolumn about theres-
taurant, they might remember that | couldn’t
think of the name.

After being there, Tracy told me the English
translation for therestaurant’snameis“ Theln-
visible Bar Berlin.”

Shesaiditwasal ot different thanwhat shehad
been expecting. Apparently, customers really
don’'tknow for surewhat they areeating and that
madeher alittlenervous. Thehostessdoesask if
anyoneisallergicto certain foodsand thereisa
choiceof fish, meat, pork or poultry, but you still
really don’t know for surewhat you are getting.

Tracy wastelling methat whenyouwalk into
the restaurant, the hostess greets you and then
handseveryoneamenu. That areaof therestau-
rantisdimly litwith candlesand it’swherevisi-
torsmaketheir dinner choices.

Onceeveryonedecidesontheir meal, thehost-
esswalkstheminto the pitch-black dining area.

What Tracy found odd is that when she and
David were being escorted into the dining area,
she could hear glasses clinking, peopletalking,
and activity synonymous with soundsin ares-
taurant — but she couldn’t see anything.

Insomeways, Tracy said shewasuncomfort-
able and even ahit frightened not being ableto
seewhat was around her — and that was before
dinner was served.

The reason no one knowswhat they are actu-
ally going to eat is because the menu contains
stories for the meals — sort of an adventurein

Patty Decker
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dining. Inother words, every dishhashintsabout
what youwill beeating, butit’swordedinsuch
away that you need to guesswhat exactly itis.

AsDavidsaid, if youaregood at solving prob-
lems, it probably won't betoo difficulttofigure
out what's on the menu — the adventure hap-
penswhen you can’t figure out what’s on your
plate.

Tracy said she ordered afish dish. When her
platewas put in front of her by one of the blind
walitresses, ittook afew momentstofeel her way
aroundtheplate. Sinceshewasn't surewhat was
ontheplate, shefelt thefood and touched some-
thing smooth, wet and cold.

Being abit finicky and allowing her imagi-
nationtorunwild, shefiguredthecolditemwas
probably uncooked fish or something—turned
out it wasjust atomato.

What she found fascinating, though, was
when thewaitress served them.

“Thewaitressput theplatedirectly infront of
each of us,” Tracy said. “She didn’t brush up
against usor feel for thetablebefore setting the
food down.”

Someother interesting factsabout the® Invis-
ible” isthat the hostesswho seatseveryonecan
speak many languages and the restaurant isn’t
asmall operation.

AccordingtoDavid, thereare 22 waitersand
walitresses, 4 sighted cooks, 2 bartenders, 2 host-
esses and seating capacity at 120.

“Except for thecooks, theentirestaff iseithel
completely blind or hasonly 10to 20 percent of
their sight,” he said.

There are no forks, knives or spoons — ev-
eryone usestheir fingersto eat. Consequently
the cook usesvery few saucesand gravy.

Onething| forgottoask Davidand Tracy was
how they looked after themeal . Can youimag-
ine no silverware and the spill ratio? | woulc
probably comeoutlookinglikemy dinner! Ther
again, if it is pitch-black in the restaurant, no-
body wouldbeableto seewhat amessthey were
or for that matter any of the other patrons.

Maybe I’'m a bit wacky, but | think it woulc
befuntoexperiencesuchauniquerestaurant —
and from what Tracy told me, thefood was ex-
cellent once she got over the fear of what wa
on her plate.

Asforitssuccessasabusiness, | gettheim:
pression it must be doing well because Davic
said the owners just opened a second one ir
Zurich, Switzerland.

It might beworthwhileto check outthelnvis
iblenexttimeyou aretouring in Switzerland o
Germany.

Aword of advicefrom David, though, istha
if youwanttotry it makesureto call in advance
forreservations. Hesaidittook himover amontt
to get atablefor the two of them.

It’sreally agood feeling that so many peopl e
can enjoy thekind of successthat, for the mos
part, had been reserved for predominately
sighted workers.

Asfortherest of hertrip, Tracy said shehad
great timevisiting castles, museums, art galler-
iesand, of course, restaurants.

Patty Decker iseditor of the Free Press. Her
column appears on Thursdays. Her e-mail i
pdecker @nwkansas.com. She can also be con-
tacted at (785) 462-3963.

Did Jesus command us to clobber everyone?

Do you suppose our Rhinestone Cowboy
President hashad enough, or ishestill smirking
ashechallengestheMuslimextremiststo“ Bring
emon”?How many more' casualties’ and how
muchmore‘ collateral’ damageareweprepared
toaccept? Whenwill heaccept thefact that you
don’t win the hearts of repressed people, who
have been governed by intimidation, both reli-
giousand political, for thousandsof years, with
moreactsof intimidation?The* shock and awe’
of our superior military power ishelplesswhen
it comesto dealingwith emotional and spiritual
issuesthat have steepedin asociety for genera-
tions.

Saadam Hussein was awicked and ruthless
tyrantwhoruled hisempirewithanironfist. The
promise of swift and lethal suppression of any
resistancetohis(andhissons’) sadistic pleasure
kept both his religious and political foesin
check. Will ageneration, that has never experi-
enced even ataste of religious freedom or po-
|itical self determination, beready totakecharge
of their own destiny by June 30, 20047

Iraq and much of the Middle East have
struggled under extremist religiousleadersand
ruthless dictatorships for most all of recorded
history. They have had only brief periods of
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peaceful existence. Zionist, pagan, and Chris-
tian radical s have not been the answer. Power-
ful secular dynasties have not brought lasting
peace. History reveals, tothemand us, that when
the radical religious leaders and the powerful
secular dynastiesjoinhands, all hell breaksloose
formankind. (ReligiousRightandU. S.govern-
ment?)
Doweexpectthosereligiousleadersand dis-
enfranchised power structuresto suddenly lay
downtheir gauntletsand meekly turntheir des-
tiny over to an outside force? Especially when
that force seemsto operate from the same au-
thority they have been ruled by for centuries?
That authority being; our God is more power-
ful than your God and we have Hisblessingsto
do what ever it takesto bring you into submis-

sion. And, our God hasblessed uswith the abil-
ity to assemblethe most powerful and destruc-
tivemilitary machinethisworld hasever seen.
Weareso powerful that wedon’t carewhat other
nations' or religions’ opinionsare. You will ei-
ther join us or crumble under our mighty hand.

We havejust celebrated the Christian Easter
Observance. We claimto be a Christian nation.
Have you read Matthew 28:19-20 lately?“ Go
therefore, and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of theHoly Spirit, teaching themto
observeall that | have commanded you; andlo,
| am with you always, to the close of the age.”
Did Jesuscommand usto clobber everyonewho
didn’taccept our interpretationsand edicts?Dic
Heinstruct Hisdisciplesto getintothepolitical
arenaand passlawsand edictsto control man’s
sinful nature?Did He promiseto beour ‘acein
the hole’ when we confronted political resis-
tance? Do the Scripturesindicate that Jesus op-
erated from apower base or wasit alove base”
Did Henot tell Hisdisciplesthat HisKingdom
was not of thisworld (political)?

*kkk*k

Ken Poland is a Gem farmer and frequent

contributor tothispage. rcwinc@cheerful .com.
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