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Statewide
music festival
In Colby today

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Music wasthe name of thegame
today at Colby High School for
those participating in the state
“Large Group Music Festival.”
Band, choral and glee club groups
could be heard throughout the
building throughout the day.

Jennifer Koel and LauraKrejci,
music teachers at Colby Grade
School, werethefestival managers.
Koel said about 600 students from
20 schools were registered for the
event, including Colby, Almena,
Atwood, Cheylin-Bird City,
Deerfield, Dighton, Goodland,
Grinnell, Holcomb, Hoxie,
Jennings-Prairie Heights, Lakin,
Leoti, Norton, Oakley, Oberlin,
Quinter, Scott County, Sharon
Springsand Syracuse.

“Thereweremoreregistered but
some opted not to come because
they’ resmaller,” Koel said, adding
theeventisanimportant onefor the
community to host. “It's alot of
clout for Colby. Thisis a state
event.”

She said the community has

There were
more registered, but
some opted not to
come. It’s alot of
clout for Colby. This
Is a state event.”

Jennifer Koel,
festival manager

hosted the event before and it al-
ways takes a lot of preparation to
ready the classrooms for practice
areas and the gym and auditorium
wherethegroupsperformtoreceive
arating.

Koel said the vocal groups and
bandsaregrouped together so they
are competing with their own clas-
sificationin 1A to4A.

Also, she said the high school’s
vocal department was running a
concession stand for thefestival in
the commons area so students
would have aplaceto unwind.

Swmgln open house

The swings were the center of attention as Grace Oard gave Alice  Dixie Snyder said it's the first such event the preschool has held
Corbettand Jaime Prudenapush during apreschoolopenhouse and it's purpose was to showcase the program and let parents
at Heartland Christian School this morning. Preschool teacher

know it's available.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

College’s top award to be presented to the Krehbiels

Twiceamonth for over 15 years
Kenton Krehbiel has been giving
countlesshoursof histimetoattend
Board of Trustees' meetings at
Colby Community College. For
Kenton and his wife Sheila, the
meetings are just a small part of
their dedication to the college and
itsstudents.

Inrecognition of their extraordi-
nary civic leadership and commit-
ment to Colby Community College,
Kenton and Sheila have been se-
lectedtoreceivethisyear’sHonor-
ary AssociateDegree, thecollege's
most prestigious public award.

Colby College has presented the
Honorary Associate Degree annu-
ally since 1986 as part of its Na-
tional Community College Month
observance. Previous winnersin-
clude Helen Frahm, 1986; Don
Phillips, 1987; Jimmy Nickel,
1988; Don Crumbaker, 1989; Mari-
lynDonelan, 1990; Bill Beck, 1991,
Les Barrett, 1992; Ruth and Al
Lowenthal, 1993; Charles Schie-
fen, 1994; Gwen Young, 1995;

Continued warm
Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea

Tonight...Clear. Lowsin the
mid 40s. Southwest winds 5 to
15 mph and gusty.
Friday...Mostly sunny. Highsin
themid80s. Westwinds10to 15
mph with higher gusts. Friday
night...Mostly clear. Lowsinthe
upper 40s. Southwest winds 15
to 20 mph. Saturday...Mostly
sunny in the morning then be-
coming partly cloudy. Highsin
thelower 80s. Southwest winds
10 to 20 mph. Saturday
night...Partly cloudy. Breezy.
Lows in the mid 40s.
Sunday...Mostly sunny. Highs
near 70.

The numbers: Wednesday’s
high, 81— L ow thismorning, 40

Records for April 15, 86 in
1913 and 12in 1905

Year ago today, 88 and 48

Precipitation past 24 hoursto
8am.today, 0.00—April total,
1.29— April snowfall, 3inches
— Soil temperature, 51

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center, Colby.
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Warren Hixson, 1996; Betty Se-
crest, 1997; Jack and Betty Fitz-
simmons, 1998; George Elliott,
1999; Charles Davis, 2000; Max
Embree, 2001; David and Lois
Ferguson, 2002 and Matt Hamill,
2003. Inadditiontohis15-yearten-
ureon the Board of Trustees, Ken-
ton has served for 11 years as the
group’s chair. Prior to his election
tothecollegeBoard, Kenton served
on the Endowment Association
Board for six years.
“Thecollegeisvery importantto
our community” said KentonKreh-
biel.“ Sheilaand| view ourinvolve-
ment in college activities as one

way to help and beinvolved inthe
success of the school and the com-
munity of Colby.”

Attending Board meetingsisjust
one of the many events and activi-
ties that the Krehbiels attend. All
those familiar with college athl et-
icsknow that Sheilaand Kentoncan
befound in the bleachers cheering
on the Trojans at home games/
matches and at many eventsonthe
road. For several years, the Kreh-
bielstraveled to Rochester, Minn.,
tofollow thewrestling squad asthe
team competed in the national
championship event.

“We are afoster family for the
men’sbasketball team,” said Shei-
la. “We really enjoy getting the
know theteam membersandwatch-
ing them compete.”

Kenton waselected to the Board
of Trusteestheyear after Dr. Mikel
Arywashired asthecollege’ sChief
Executive Officer.

“Kenton and Sheila Krehbiel
have been long-time, enthusiastic
supporters of Colby Community

College,” said Ary. “Asthe board
chair for the last 11 years, Kenton
hasby far thelongest tenurein that
capacity of any board member.
Both Kenton and Sheila demon-
stratefaithful attendanceat athletic
eventsfurther underscoring unwa-
vering support for thecollegeinall
itsprograms.”

Kentonjoinedthe Postal Service
in 1975 as aclerk and carrier. In
1988 he was promoted to manage-
ment duties and in June 1997 was
named Goodland Postmaster.

“1 havebeen OfficerinChargein
Oakley, Goodland, Colby, Garden
City and Hutchinson and wasAct-
ing Manager of Post Office Opera-
tions for Western Kansas,” said
Krehbiel. “However,inFebruary of
thisyear | accomplished one of my
goals when | was selected to be
Colby Postmaster. Itisthejob| have
aspiredtoduringmy career withthe
post office.”

Sheilais ateller and customer
service representative for Sun-
flower Bank in Colby. She began

her banking career with Thomas
County National Bank (now known
as Sunflower Bank) 24 years ago.

The Krehbiels were recognized
for their commitment to the com-
munity of Colby at last year’'s
Chamber banquet when they were
selectedtoreceivethe Community
ServiceAward.’

Kenton Krehbiel has been a
member of the Thomas County
KiwanisClub since 1974. Hewas
elected Lieutenant Governor and
Treasurer of the Kansas District of
Kiwanis and has served asaboard
member and treasurer of the Kan-
sas Kiwanis Foundation.

Sheilaisacharter member of the
Sweet Adelines and has served as
the group’s treasurer for 14 years.
Thecoupleareal somembersof the
Thomas County Historical Society
and Friends of the Pioneer Memo-
rial Library. They were very in-
volved and served as community
leadersfor theThomasCounty 4-H
organization for many years.

Education is important to the

Krehbiels. Kenton graduated from
Inman High School. Sheilais g
graduateof Alton High School. The
couple, who have been married for
36 years, met while attending
Brown Mackie School of Business
inSalina

Their two daughters graduated
from Colby Community College
andtransferredtofour-year institu-
tions. Sharon (Krehbiel) Hanseni
agraduateof EmporiaStateUniver-
sity. Sheand her husband Mikeanc
19-month-old son Jacob livein
Kansas City, Mo. Brenda (Kreh-
biel) Inman is a graduate of the
University of Kansas. She and her
husband Adam livein Lawrence.

A public reception to honor
Kentonand SheilaKrehbiel will be
held on Wednesday, April 28, be-
ginning at 3 p.m. in the Robert
Burnett Memoria Student Union,
room 108. The Honorary Degrees
will be conferred during Com-
mencement ceremonies on Satur-
day, May 15, at 2 p.m. inthe Com-
munity Building.

Colby’s municipal airport upgrades postponed

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Improvement at Colby’smunici-
pal airport havebeen postponedfor
at least oneyear followinginforma-
tion reviewed at last week’s coun-
cil meeting.

Carolyn Armstrong, city man-
ager, said thesituation continuesto
changeand after talkingwith Mark
Ostmeyer, airport manager, and
othersinvolved in the improve-
ments to include Federal Aviation
Administration officials, the deci-
sion was made to postpone the en-
tire project.

mmm Briefly seessse————
til 2p.m. Thecost of theevent isfree-will donationwith pro-
ceeds going toward funding the Pickin’ on the Plains Blue-
grassFestival onJuly 16, 17, and 18. Livemusic will begin
at 9 am. during the pancake feed.

Colby author to review his book
In honor of National Library Week, Keith Coplin, anin-
structor at Colby Community Collegeand an author, will be

Those projectsinclude updating
the airport master plan, along with
rehabilitating the taxiways, and
south apron, extending to a third
(taxiway) lane, crack and seal work,
removing two hangars and a pro-
posal to acquire an additional 18
acresof land.

The decision to postpone was
prompted by earlier conversations
with the FAA, in addition to engi-
neering cost estimates.

Initially, the city had planned to
make upgrades and improvements
by keeping someof theold concrete
and using new paving where need-

reviewing his novel “Crofton’s Fire” on Monday at 12:15

p.m. Thereview will be held at Pioneer Memorial Library,

375W. 4th St., Colby.

Kindergarten performance nextweek

The Colby Grade School kindergarten classwill perform
“ADayontheFarm” at 7p.m. Thursday, April 22, at the Colby
Grade School auditorium. The performance is open to the

public. Thereisno admission charge.

Pancake feed announced

TheColby Bluegrass Committeeissponsoring apancake
and sausage feed, Saturday, April 24, at the Colby Commu-
nity Building. Servingwill begin at 7 am. and continue un-

ed. However, the FAA did not want
to seethe apron project “ patched,”
Armstrong said.

Instead, officials with the FAA
believeditwould be better to make
two separateprojectsanddoitright
the first time, Armstrong told the
council.

In reviewing the two amend-
ments to the engineering contract;
however, Armstrong said the
changein scopeadded anadditional
$11,464 to the first project and
$67,786 on the second making the
changes“totally unacceptable.”

Oncethecity receivesthefederal

Preschool open house scheduled
Heartland Christian School will holdits preschool “ Open
House” on Thursday for parents wanting to start their 3-4-
year-old child for the 2004-2005 school year. It beginsat 9
a.m. with aninformational meeting with classroom partici-
pation to follow in the preschool classroom. For questions
or information, call the school at 460-6419.

\Voter registration open

Voter registration booksarenow openfor anyonewhohas
changed their name, address or who will turn 18 before the
next statewidegeneral election. For questions, call (785) 462-
4500 or stop bv the courthouse.

funding, which could beasearly as
next year, Armstrong said, the air-
port improvements will be com-
pleted.

The Federal Aviation Admini-
stration’sairportimprovement pro-
gram will be awarding a$300,000
granttothecity for themaster plan,
taxiway and apron.

In other council business:

* Mayor Warren Hixson reap-
pointed Jim Oliver and Paul Steele
totheairport boardwiththeir terms
expiringinApril of 2007.

« Hixson reappointed Julie Sad-
dler, Martha Brewer, Jim Brown,

SueTaylor and Jennifer Woofter tc
the convention and tourism boarc
with terms expiring in April of
2008.

« Phil DeYoungwasreappointed
by Hixson to thelibrary board and
Sharon Steele will serve another
three-year term on the city’s tree
board.

» Ontheboard of zoning appeal s,
Donnie Hughes agreed to be reap-
pointedfor another three-year term
ending inApril of 2007.

Thenext city council meetingis
scheduled for Tuesday, April 20, at
7:30 p.m. in council chambers.

April 16 postmark.

Countdown nearsend

The deadline to get federal income taxesfiled is mid-
night tonight but the Col by Post Officeisn’t staying open
late, said Postmaster Kenton Krehbiel.

“Thelast pick upis7 p.m.,” hesaid.

“They need to be mailed by then. We'll get everything
out that’smailed by then.

” Anything mailed after that, Krehbiel said, will havean

Hesaidthey’ vestayed openlateinthepast but thereisn’t
enoughvolumeanymoreduring tax deadlineday to cover
the operating coststo stay open late.

Several yearsago there were many tax returns coming
through but with the advent of e-filing and many people
havingtheir returnsdoneby tax accountants, the Post Of -
fice doesn’t see as many returnsin the mail asit used to.
“1t changes our whol e aspect of it,” he said.
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