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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Bidding Quiz
Your partner opens Two Notrump (21-22

points, balanced distribution). What would you
respond with each of the following five hands?

1. [S] J863 [H] 952 [D] Q74 [C] J62
2. [S] 732 [H] AQ8 [D] KJ64 [C] Q96
3. [S] 85 [H] A98743 [D] 732 [C] 54
4. [S] Q974 [H] J52 [D] AJ6 [C] K83
5. [S] 10 [H] 86 [D] KQ875 [C] AQ953

 * * *
1. Pass. Since partner has 21 or 22 points, it

could be argued that your combined holding
might be 26 points, so you should raise partner to
three.  But another factor must also be considered
— namely, that partner will have trouble reach-
ing dummy to take any finesses he might need.
This lack of communication is likely to prove fatal
even if partner has 22 points. While it is true that
26 points usually produce a good play for game,
this is frequently not the case when one player
holds practically all of his side’s points.

2. Six notrump. This is strictly a matter of arith-
metic. Partner’s 21 or 22 points added to your 12
bring your combined total to 33 or 34 points,
which is what you ordinarily need for a small
slam. You should therefore bid six.

3. Four hearts. You have only four points in high
cards here, but your six-card suit is worth several
points more in terms of playing strength. You can
probably win five or six tricks with hearts as
trump, and your prospects should be appraised in
that light. The four-heart bid should be treated by
partner as a shutout. If you were interested in slam,
or had only five hearts, your proper response ini-
tially would be three hearts.

4. Four notrump. This is not Blackwood; rather,
it is a raise in notrump inviting partner to bid slam
with a maximum, and to pass with a minimum.
Holding 11 points, you have no way of telling
whether your combined total comes to 32 or 33
points, so partner is asked to make the final deci-
sion.

5. Three diamonds. Your 5-5-2-1 distribution
and 11 high-card points strongly suggest a slam
in one of the minor suits, and your intention is to
find out which one partner prefers. To this end,
you should follow the usual procedure of nam-
ing the higher-ranking of two five-card suits first.
If partner rebids three notrump, you bid four clubs
next, planning to bid six of whichever suit part-
ner supports.

It Ain’t Over Till It’s Over
When declarer appears to be in a hopeless po-

sition, he might do well to remember the old base-
ball adage “The game isn’t over till the last man’s
out.” South did exactly that in today’s deal, and
as a result succeeded in a situation that many
would have considered a lost cause.

He ruffed the second spade lead and cashed the
A-Q of hearts. When West failed to follow to the
second heart, it appeared declarer would have to
lose a trick in each suit and go down one.

South did not give up, however, and continued
to play on in the hope that East had started with
3-4-3-3 distribution, in which case the contract
could still be made. At trick five, he led the queen
of diamonds, losing to West’s ace. West’s spade
return was ruffed by South with his last trump, and
the K-J of diamonds were cashed, East follow-
ing suit to both.

At this point, East was known to have started
with four hearts and at least three diamonds and
three spades. Declarer had to hope that East did
not have another spade or the 13th diamond,
which would leave him room for at most two
clubs.

With five tricks remaining to be played, de-
clarer cashed the A-K of clubs and then, fingers
crossed, led a third club, hoping East would have
to win the trick. When East unhappily won with
the jack, he found himself compelled to lead from
the J-9 of hearts into dummy’s K-10 at trick 12,
losing his “sure” trump trick — and the contract
— in the process.
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