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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
NO THANKS .. | | BLUE BEADS AND GREEN }  ELLYIYOUNE HAD YOUR HAIR) o powl WHEN
UM WA B ONES?T ABRAIDED! SHAKE YOUR HEAD—
M"NUTE‘E'URE : §1% ac\"fruauy BE
: ~_ ABLETOH
; T /RIATTLE.rEkR

IF YOURE JUST GOING

TO UNDO [T --- WHY DID

YOU HAVE. YOUR HAIR
BRAIDED IN THE

N FIRST PLACE?

THAAT WON'T BE A
PROBLEM. I'M GOING
To UNDO THIS BEFORE |
| GO 1O BED. F
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Garfield = Jim Davis

YOL NEED TO
GO ON A DIET

I COULP GO FOR A
57-COURSE MEAL

www.garfield.com
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

UNFORTLINATELY, HE HASN'T

V" How pip ™/ He came o my SWEPT ANY THING SINCE /

VILLAGE ONE CAY
AND SWEPT ME
OFF MY FEET...

©2004 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

Blondie ® Chic Young

LISTEN, IF THE KIDS WANT CHICKEN
TONIGHT, THAT'S FINE, BUT LET'S
HAVE MASHED POTATOES AND GRAVY,
AND MAYBE SOME STRING BEANS

o WITHIT, TOO

DAGWOOD, !... JusT \WH THEY NEED My INPUT
MINUTE,
BOSS
P \

STA
//t/ (

! ate, Inc. World Rights reserved

www.Blondie.com
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

MY LETTER
CPENER!/

©2004 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

ANt Z
LOOK AT THE i) Wi DID A
GIZECFTUESE  crarpNE! )| | ORDERUSSUCH FEE
ars! g HUGE DRINKS 7 REFILS

YOU WERE SUPPOSED TO RESPOND
WITH AT LEAST THREE COMFORTING
ALTERNATIVES, TED.

SO HOW DO I MAKE AMENDS WITH
ALICE 2 JUST WALK UP TO HER AND
SAY "HELLO" AND DIVE RIGHT IN2

NOT AT ONE AM., SAL.
PLEASE 6O TO SLEEP.

© 2004 by King Fehfires Syndicate, Inc. Workd rights reserved.

Cryptoquip
FALBZGA R DASW DM HZS

HA LX TGTPLYUN BLFGT

BHMZSW TAWUAG B XMD,|QXLZZTC HX MLGA, H
RO IRUTD FA WAATAW B|QEZZUQT YMT NHCTNQ
XBSWGLBKA KBSDAH. DUEGC FT CUDXBLQY.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF SOMEONE REALLY
LIKES TO STUDY SHARKS, I SUPPOSE YOU
COULD CALL HIM A FINATIC.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: § equals N

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: BECAUSE I TEND TO
RUN AROUND HEDGES A LOT, I MIGHT BE
DEEMED A LANDSCAPE PANTER,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals P

Crossword
ACROSS 41 St. Louis 5 “Hi,
1 Barbecue landmark sailor!”
treat 42 Skydiver's 6 Sermon
4 Cilium target subject
8 Thin 46 DNA com- 7 Weed-
12 Green, in ponent ing
a sense 47 Staffer tool
13 Wheel- 48 PC maker 8 Make a
ing’s river 49 Palmist, bust
14 Pop perhaps 9 Trade-
choice 50 Suitable mark
15 Evergreen 51 Part of symbol
growth UNLV 10 Afflic-
17 Unattrac- tions
tive DOWN 11 “The
18 Skirmish 1 Ten- Say Hey
19 Cosmetic percenter Kid”
item (Abbr.) 16 —
20 Dexterity 2 “—on Stanley
22 Plumbing parle Gardner
problem francais” 19 Arizona
24 Take on 3 Confla- river
25 Hum on grations 20 Third
the line at cele- place at
29 Buy now, brations Pimlico
pay later 4 Stopping 21 New
30 “"GWTW” every- Zealand
surname where bird
31 Cover Solution time: 25 mins.
32 Turkey AlI]L
part u[L[E
34 Rank s|L]O
crossing i
35 “The 0
Music N
Man” L
locale 0
36 Perk O
(up) J[O]K
37 Condition | =15
40 Catnap

22 Early Paul
Anka hit

23 Excep-
tional

25 Arab
lateener

26 Cruet fill

27 Cleo'’s
river

28 Paradise

30 Reed
instru-
ment

33 On the
near side

34 Efferves-
cence

36 Bounded
along
easily

37 Reacts to
gravity

38 Gene-
alogy
chart

39 Derma-
tology
case

40 OId
fogy

42 Mr.
Hammar-
skjold

43 1983
Duran
Duran
song

44 Cagers’
org.

45 Type
units

2

10

44 |45

a8
51

ACROSS
1 MPs’

quarry
5 Takes
blades to
blades
9 M divided

by IV

12 Amahl’s
night
visitors

13 Andrea
Bocelli
album

14 Trigger’s
rider

15 Messes up

16 Fax

17 “Newhart”
setting

18 Undo a
dele

19 Massa-
chusetts
cape

20 Mountain
goat

21 Swelled
head

23 Last
(Abbr.)

25 Easter
accessory

28 Dowager’s
pet,
maybe

32 Hot under
the collar

33 Dejection

34 Give
testimony

36 West
Pointers

37 Tex- —
cuisine

38 Whatever
amount

39 Hampton
Court
attraction

42 Ball-
bearing
item

44 Mitch
Miller
played it

48 Dos
Passos
trilogy

49 Bankrolls

50 Incite

51 Clerical
error?

52 Kourni-
kova or
Karenina

53 Broker’s
advice

54 Hoedown
flooring
55 Luminary

56 Hasn't
repaid yet

DOWN

1 lowa city

2 Imperfec-
tion

3 Shrek is
one

4 Parent’s
warning

5 Game
animal?

6 Subject of
Weird Al
Yanko-
vic's “The
White
Stuff”

7 Conclu-
sion

8 Blue

9 Nursery
item

Solution time: 27 mins.

10 Scoop
holder

11 Bobcat

20 Parent’s
reproof

22 Skein
members

24 Boston
airport

25 Offer on
eBay

26 Raw rock

27 Siesta

29 Former
fawn,
maybe

30 Realty
unit

31 Paramedic
org.

35 Not
destroyed

36 “Your
Show of
Shows”
star

39 Dog-
sledder’s
“giddyap”

40 Largest
of the
seven

41 Wild and
crazy

43 Writer
Ferber

45 Concoct

46 Leer

47 Erstwhile
elvers

2 3

10

Bridge
Bidding Quiz

Your partner opens Two Notrump (21-22
points, balanced distribution). What would you
respond with each of the following five hands?

1.[S] J863[H] 952[D] Q74 [C] J62

2.[S] 732[H] AQ8[D] KJ64 [C] Q96

3.[S] 85[H] A98743[D] 732[C] 54

4.[S] Q974[H] J52[D] AJ6[C] K83

5.[S] 10[H] 86 [D] KQ875[C] AQ953

1. Pass. Since partner has 21 or 22 points, it
could be argued that your combined holding
might be 26 points, soyou should raisepartner tc
three. Butanother factor must al sobeconsidered
— namely, that partner will have trouble reach-
ing dummy to take any finesses he might need.
Thislack of communicationislikely toprovefatal
evenif partner has22 points. Whileitistruethat
26 pointsusually produce agood play for game,
thisis frequently not the case when one player
holds practically all of hisside'spoints.

2. Six notrump. Thisisstrictly amatter of arith-
metic. Partner’s21 or 22 pointsadded toyour 12
bring your combined total to 33 or 34 points,
which iswhat you ordinarily need for a small
slam. You should therefore bid six.

3. Four hearts. You haveonly four pointsinhigh
cardshere, but your six-cardsuitisworth severa
pointsmoreintermsof playing strength. You can
probably win five or six tricks with hearts as
trump, and your prospectsshould beappraisedin
that light. Thefour-heart bid should betreated by
partner asashutout. If youwereinterestedinglam,
or had only fivehearts, your proper responseini-
tially would bethree hearts.

4. Four notrump. Thisisnot Blackwood; rather,
itisaraiseinnotrumpinviting partnertobidslam
with amaximum, and to pass with a minimum.
Holding 11 points, you have no way of telling
whether your combined total comesto 32 or 33
points, so partner isasked to makethefinal deci-
sion.

5. Three diamonds. Your 5-5-2-1 distribution
and 11 high-card points strongly suggest aslam
inone of theminor suits, and your intentionistc
find out which one partner prefers. To thisend,
you should follow the usual procedure of nam-
ingthehigher-ranking of twofive-card suitsfirst.
If partner rebidsthreenotrump, you bidfour clubs
next, planning to bid six of whichever suit part-
ner supports.

North dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
®» ]84
YK 1063
¢® KJS8
$P°$ A K S5
WEST EAST
» AKOO732 »® Q106
¥ 5 ¥J9O8&84
® A653 ® 972
o 4 ] 102
SOUTH
@ 5
YAQT72
¢ Q104
PO 8763
The bidding:
North East South West
1 & Pass 1% 1 &
A 4 Pass 3 & Pass
4 @

Opening lead — king of spades.

It Ain’t Over Till It'sOver

When declarer appearsto bein ahopel ess po-
sition, hemight dowell toremember theold base-
ball adage” Thegameisn'tovertill thelast man’s
out.” South did exactly that in today’s deal, anc
as aresult succeeded in a situation that many
would have considered alost cause.

Heruffedthesecond spadelead and cashed the
A-Q of hearts. When West failed to follow to the
second heart, it appeared declarer would havetc
loseatrick in each suit and go down one.

South did not giveup, however, and continuec
to play onin the hope that East had started with
3-4-3-3 distribution, in which case the contract
couldstill bemade. Attrick five, heledthequeen
of diamonds, losing to West’s ace. West's spade
returnwasruffed by Southwithhislasttrump, anc
the K-J of diamonds were cashed, East follow-
ing suit to both.

At this point, East was known to have started
with four heartsand at | east three diamonds and
three spades. Declarer had to hope that East did
not have another spade or the 13th diamond,
which would leave him room for at most two
clubs.

With five tricks remaining to be played, de-
clarer cashed the A-K of clubsand then, fingers
crossed, led athird club, hoping East would have
towinthetrick. When East unhappily won with
thejack, hefound himself compelledtoleadfrom
the J-9 of heartsinto dummy’sK-10 at trick 12,
losing his* sure” trump trick — and the contract
— intheprocess.

4-le
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“Is PJ still too little to have

a vocabulary?”
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“Mommy, my fuzzy slippers are
mostly unfuzzed.”




