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Area

Trial beglns for suspect accused of shooting his wife

By GREG STOVER
The Goodland Star-News

GOODLAND — Lani Beving-
ton told a KBI agent who ques-
tioned himtheday of hisarrest that
hepointedal2-gaugeshotgunat his
wife, CarrieBevington, early inthe
morning of Dec. 28 and fired.

The agent, Kelly Robbins, was
thelast of five witnesses called by
theprosecution at Bevington’spre-
liminary hearing Wednesday on a
charge of first-degree murder.

Intheend, after about threehours
of testimony, District Magistrate
Judge Tom Carroll ruled therewas
probable cause and set atrial for
July 19.

Bevington, who kept his head
down and wasqui et throughout the
hearing, remained silent when the
judge asked for his plea. Calvin
Williams of Colby, Bevington's
court-appointed attorney, said his
client wasstanding mutewhich, by
law, requiresthat a not-guilty plea
be entered on hisbehalf.

About 40 people attended the
hearing, many intheaudiencewere
wearing buttons and ribbonsiden-
tifying them with a group called
\VoicesAgainst Violence.

Carroll asked both attorneys to
file pre-trial motions by July 12.
Scott Showalter, a Goodland |aw-
yer who is assisting County Attor-
ney Bonnie Selby withthe prosecu-
tion, noted that thedatewasbeyond
the 90 days allowed by law. Will-
ilamssaid hisclientwouldwaivehis
right to aspeedy trial.

ThefirstwitnesscalledwasTho-
mas J. “T.J.” Ashenbrenner,
Carrie’syounger brother, who tes-
tified about events of the night be-
fore the shooting. Ashenbrenner
said he, his girlfriend Christi
Sommersand the Bevingtonswent

Lani Bevington of Brewster
walked with his head down dur-
ing a preliminary appearance.

together to a wedding dance and
reception in Colby in Bevington's
pickup.

Hesaid Bevington, whodroveto
Colby, stopped on theway and un-
loaded a12-gaugeshotgunthat was
inthe vehicle. He said he saw two
shells gjected which were placein
theconsolebetweenthefront seats.
Bevington ratcheted the pump-ac-
tion weapon six or seven times to
ensure that it was unloaded.

ThenextwitnesswasThomasG.
Ashenbrenner, Carrie's father and
theBrewster firechief. Hetestified
that Bevington called himaround 7
a.m. (Central Time) on Sunday,
Dec. 28, telling himthat something
bad happened, that he had to come
right away, and to come alone.

Ashenbrenner said when he ar-
rived at the Bevington home, three
miles southwest of Brewster along
thecounty line, 10-15 minutes|ater,
he found Bevington in the house
and asked him where Carrie was.
Bevington said she was outsidein
the pickup. Ashenbrenner said he

found hisdaughter Carrie slumped
over in the driver's seat. When he
opened the door, he touched her
shoulder anditwascold. Hesaid he
saw “gray matter” on the door
handle.

Ashenbrenner said he them shut
thedoor and called 911, and Deputy
Burton Pianalto arrived about 30
minutes|ater.

Pianalto, thethird witnesscalled
by the state, said when hegot tothe
house, Ashenbrenner told him “he
shot her” and “Lani shot Carrie.”
Pianalto said he asked
Ashenbrenner where Bevington
and theweapon were, and wastold
they werein the house.

Pianaltosaidhefoundbothinthe
kitchen. Hesaid hemoved theshot-
gun to the living room, then took
Bevington into protective custody
and placed him in the the sheriff’s
car.

Pianalto said Deputy Roger
Studer arrived to help secure the
sceneandtakestatements. Pianalto
|ater took Bevingtontothe Sherman
County Bastille.

Next, Paul Gleason, director of
Sherman County’s emergency
medical service, testified, sayinghe
and another medical technician ex-
amined CarrieBevingtonandfound
nosignsof life. Hesaidthey |l eftthe
body and the pickup alone. On
cross-examination, Gleasonsaidhe
wasnot amedical doctor or acoro-
ner and could not declare someone
dead.

After a short recess, Agent
Robbinswascalledintotestify. She
saidBevingtonoriginally told offic-
ersthat he might not havefully un-
loadedthegunearlier andthat when
hewasremovingitfromthepickup,
the wind closed the truck’s door
knocking the gun from his hand.
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2003 Ford F150 - V-6 Auto, Dark Toreador
Red, CD Player, Tilt Steering/Cruise Control.

2000 Ford Focus 4 dr wagon, Full Power,
Sunroof, 4 cyl., FWD, Auto, 47k miles.
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1990 Buick LeSabre Ltd - 4 Door Sedgn;
Cloth, Locally owned, 107k miles.

1998 Ford Windstar GL - 3.8L V-6, FWD,
Quad Bucket Seats, Rear AC, 55,474 miles.

1989 F150 Supercab - XLT, Short Bed, 351
V-8, Power W/L, Capt. Seats, New Tires.
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2002 F350 Crew - 4x4, XLT, Deisel Dually,
PowerStroke, Auto, Long Box, 61k miles.
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Moonroof, Clean! 89k miles.
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1995 Lincoln Mark VIIII - Leather,
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2003 Dodge Startus - Green, 4cyl., Power
steering, A/C, tilt/cruise, power wi/l.

40850

2002 F150 Supercab - Flareside Lariat,
4x4, silver, leather, Too many extras to list.

o880

2003 Chevy 2500 HD Crewcab - Must see to
believe. TOO MANY EXTRAS TO LIST!

Whenhereachedtograbit, hesaid,
hisfinger hit thetrigger.

The agent said Bevington
changed his statement after she
pointed out inconsistenciesin his
original story to deputies. It was
thenhetold her he pointed the shot-
gunat hiswifeand fired.

Closing for the prosecution,
Showalter said three of the consid-

erationsfor achargeof first degree
murder were the type of weapon
used, the lack of provocation and
the defendant’s action before and
after the act. He said the evidence
presented against Bevington meets
thecriteriaof all three.

In his closing statement Will-
iams, acknowledgingit wasatech-
nicality, said the cause of death had

Self-inflicted wound

ST. FRANCIS — A St. Francis
man apparently killed himself
Wednesday night witha.22 caliber
rifle after an argument with his
former girlfriend at her homeabout
six miles southeast of Goodland.

Sherman County Sheriff Doug
Whitson said Roger Curry, 42, shot
himself in the head sometime
around 8 p.m. at 2560 Road 62,
where Curry and TamaraEspinoza,
45, livedtogether until they splitup
about two weeks ago.

Whitson saidit appeared thetwo
were arguing and Espinoza wit-

nessed the shooting.

The sheriff said the report from
Undersheriff Kevin Butts, thefirst
law enforcement officer on the
scene, said that Espinozatold him
Curry had pointed the gun at her
before shooting himself.

Buitts reported that he found the
manwithasinglegunshotwoundto
the head bleeding from the mouth,
nose and ears, and had no pulse.
Deputy Roger Studer arrivedashort
timelater andthetwo conducted an
initial investigation.

Sherman County emergency

not beenlegally determined andthe
statements presented can not fill in
for thetestimony of amedical doc-
tor or examiner.

After closing statementsby both
sides, JudgeCarroll ruled that baseo
ontheevidencepresented, probable
cause existed to bind Bevington
over on the charge of first-degree
murder.

reported

medical servicewasdispatched and
emergency medical technicians
started cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion. Curry wastaken to the emer-
gency room at Goodland Regional
Medical Center, wherehewaspro-
nounced dead by Deputy Coroner
Travis Daise. Dr. Daise ruled the
death asuicide. Curry’s body has
beentakento St. Francisfor funeral
services.
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First National Bank employees

will be attending a

Spring Conference on April 21,

therefore we will be closing early on that day.
Please note the following
closing time on your calendar:

Wednesday, April 21, 2004
FNB will close at 2:00 CT.

Thank you!
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Virus Scan
Delete all temp files

Scan for Spyware
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Website:

brad@ryankids.com

Tel: 785 672 8977
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SPRING ON

Kansas Computer
Consulting’s Grand Opening

April 17,

2004

9am-2pm

116 Center Ave Oakley

1 Open House
1 Refreshments
1 Door Prizes

Vacuum the inside and clean the outside of the computer
Install all the latest security Patches and OS updates

Free Pick up and Delivery In Oakley

Owner: Brad Ryan

kansascomputer.com

Let me be your “Part-Time” Computer Guy

Spring cleaning isn’t only for your house.

Your computer needs cleaning as well. Let us clean and update your system for $40.00 or
bring your system in on April 17 and receive $5.00 off.

Check and tweak your internet setting for the best speed possible
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