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Raising
IS another bad 1dea

speed limit

The Kansas Legislature hasn't done much so far this year, but
sometimesthat’sfor the best.

TheL egislature, sofar, can’t agreeon school financeor gambling
or abudget. It's saving those for the final minutes, when the worst
laws are passed without much question.

Right now, theLegislatureisstalled onabill toraisethe 70-mile-
an-hour speed limit on Kansasfreeways. It'sabad idea, but there's
some danger they will passit anyway.

Thisplanisbeing pushed by shadowy forceswho claim that the
differencebetweendriving 70inKansasand 75in Nebraskaiskeep-
ing business away from our state.

Onesponsor, Sen. Robert Tyson, aParker Republican, claimsthere
istwiceasmuchtruck trafficon1-80in Nebraskaasthereison|-70
in Kansas. He' sprobably right, by theway, and we' d suggest that if
helikesthat, he go drive around in Nebraskaon weekends.

If you’' vebeen there, you know what we mean. Theroadisrough
and pitted, trafficisawful and apersoninasmall car isfearful.

Dowewant that for I-70, I-35, U.S. 81 and K-10?

M oreroad damage, higher taxes, moreaccidents, bigrepair bills?

Never mind that truckers and tourism officials, when someone
asks, say they don’t mind the slightly lower limit. Never mind that
travel-center workerssay almost no onecall sto ask about the speed
[imit here when planning atrip. Never mind that many, especially
those with green-and-white tags, already drive well past 70 on our
freewaystoday.

Never mind that the Kansas Highway Patrol saysall raising the
speed limit will do is cause more and more severe accidents.

But domindthis: The70 m.p.h. limit waswrittenwith rural Kan-
sasinmind. L egislatorswanted to keepthedifferential betweentwo-
lane roads at 65 m.p.h. and the Interstates at 70 to a minimum to
encourage peopleto spread out and put some of thetraffic back on
the blue highways.

Theremay be somepressureto drivefaster and burn moregason
thefreeways, but we don’t seeit out here.

So do we want more and faster truckstearing up I-70 and fright-
ening our touristsanyway? Or do we want the safe and responsible
driverswe have now, running 70 m.p.h. clear acrossthe state?

Likewesaid, sometimesthat L egislatureisbest that doestheleast.
With any luck, thisturkey isdonefor the year.

Steve Haynes
Nor’ West Newspapers
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THISmorningmy e-mail load numbered only
296 — the number of messagescominginover-
night. Threeof them dealt with a“ Conservative
Alert” —amessagefrom theAmerican Conser-
vative Union. Thisoneistaking to task the Sec-
retary of the Senate (?) for not docking Sen. John
Kerry for thenumber of votesheismissinginthe
United States Senateashebarnstormsacrossthe
country seekingvotesfortheNov. 2€election. The
e-mail rambles on and on and on about Kerry's
absenceandsaysthat “if aSenatorisabsent while
theSenateisinsession, hispay MUST bedocked
for every day heisAWOL.” Maybeit saysthis,
maybeitdoesn’t. | haven'ttheslighestidea. But
ano-brainer response would bethis: if the U.S.
Senatecansetitsownsalary (whichitdoes), raise
its pay whenever it deems necessary (which it
does), thenit certainly could also skirt therules
punishing anabsent member (only ilInessallows
for an absence, the e-mail says) whilethe sena-
torsareinsession. And| wouldal soimaginethat
Sen. Kerry is not the only onewho isviolating
therules, if infact thesearetherulesand | don’'t
know if they are because | am not — and | am
sureyouaren'teither— privy tothoseU.S. Sen-
aterules. | have never in the past heard about
senators being docked for days absent. The e-
mail doesn’t identify the secretary of the senate.
| wish they would becuase | would like to con-
tact that person. | smell something sour here,
quitefrankly. Probably thereasonthat ruleisn’t
enforced, if thereis such arule, is because the
secretary of the senate would probably be over-
whelmed docking paychecks of violating sena-
tors.Andl alsowonder if thiswasn't anissuewith
Sen. John McCain when he was actively seek-
ing the presidential nomination on the Republi-
can ticket four years ago. He certainly violated
that ruleonoccasion. Orisitthat wearejust “ se-
lect” in screaming for enforcement. Folks, itis

YeAH... AND WHo is
THIS “DOROTHY™
CHARACTER ?

Tom Dreiling

"OMy
Turn

just another campaign ploy...plain and simple.
| use Sen. McCainasanexample, not out of dis-
like because | admire that gent more than any
otherintheUnited States Senate. So, maybethe
ACU —asinAmerican Conservative Union—
will need to shop around for another election
year issue, which thisisall about. | would ad-
vise my Republican and Democrat friends to
look beyond the babble. Stick with the issues,
forget thesideshows, whichthis Senate AWOL
thing is. I’'m more concerned with how candi-
dates stand on issues | think important — the
rural economy, for example, restrictiveexports,
outsourcing, health care, thefederal deficit, pork
barrel projects—thelistisendless. | don’tgive
ahill of beanswhether Kerry isplaying hookey
or not. | do carehow hestandson theissuesthat
directly affect the pocketbooksof every person
inThomas County, and our heighbnoring coun-
ties. That’'swhat | care about. And that’s what
the American Conservative Union should also
care about.

AND on the tube thismorning | was watch-
ingageneral withwhat lookedlikeazillionstars
on hisshoulder try to convince methat extend-
ing the tour of duty for thousands of American
soldiersinlragisokay. They' reokay withit, he
said. Sure they are, their choice in the matter
is....well, thereis no choice. | wasin the mili-

tary — an 8-year commitment — and | fully
understand that orders are orders. But | dislike
someone like that guy spinning thisissue like
we're a bunch of dummies. Those troops are
disappointed, they aren’t dancinginthestreets
| just oncewishthat the spokesmen for the Pen-
tagon would become a bit more like we real
humans are. Admit we have a problem and gc
find asolution.

NOW, for something on thelighter side.

Take your time and seeif you can read eact
line aloud without a mistake. The average per-
son can’t. Some of the wording is clumsy, bu
for areason. Allow 40 seconds.

Thisisthiscat

Thisisiscat

Thisishow cat

Thisisto cat

Thisiskeep cat

Thisisan cat

Thisisold cat

Thisisperson cat

Thisisbusy cat

Thisisfor cat

Thisisforty cat

Thisisseconds cat

Now go back and read the THIRD word ir
each linefrom the top down.

I’manold person, it kept mebusy for at |eas
that long.

HAV E agood evening and agood weekend!
And spend alitttle time in your house of wor-
ship thisweekend.

*kkk*k

Tom Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press
His column appears Wednesdays and Fridays
E-mail td@nwkansas.com, fax (785) 462-774¢
or visit with himat his office at 155 W. 5th.

Arbor Day...and more

Sharon Seele, a member of the Colby Tree
Board, dropped by the office for a visit earlier
intheweek. And of coursewetal ked about trees.
In her possessionwasan article-of-sortsabout
Arbor Day 2004, which, incidentally israpidly
approaching. Shewanted to sharetheinforma-
tion tucked under her arm on that piece of pa-
per witheachof you. So, item#linthisFriday’s
columnisabout Arbor Day 2004.

Thelast Friday of April — April 30thisyear
— isdesignated as National Arbor Day. This
year Colby will have observancesin two loca-
tions. The city ceremony will be in Fike Park,
followed by a county event at the Thomas
County Office Complex at 350 South Range.

The Colby Tree Board, in conjunction with
Mr. Baker’sfifth grade class will hold the city
observanceat 10a.m.inFikePark. Plansinclude
transplanting atreefromthecity treefarmat the
airporttoFikePark. Former treeboard members
Herb Sunderman, Bill Piper and Jim Tubbs,
alongwiththefifth gradeclassareto be special
guestsfor theevent. Mayor Hixsonwill partici-
patein the ceremony.

Thefifthgradershaveobtained agrant to pay
for the costs of transplanting and planting new
treesaspart of the continuing maintenance and
replacement of park trees.

Several Honey Locust trees, which appear to
have been part of the original park plantings
before 1912, wereremoved this spring because
of old age, and the ceremonial tree will be one
of thereplacements.

Following that asecond event will be held at
theThomasCounty OfficeComplex whereatree
will be planted in thefront lawn area. Thiswill
bepart of astatewidetreeplanting effortincom-
memoration of the 150th anniversary of the
KansasTerritory.

Recent treeboard membersinthe Colby area
include: CharleneKaus, TravisGoodheart, Bill
Piper, Herb Sunderman and Jim Tubbs.

TD

® At
Week’s
End

Current tree board members are: Vernon
Flanagin, Mark Blatt, Marvin Bickner, Mike
Woofter and Sharon Steele.

You folks might want to circle those dates,
timesand locations onyour calendar and make
aspecia effort to attend. Sharon and the other
members of thetree board, in conjunction with
thosefifthgraders, haveand continueto bebusy
planning for these two observances. Western
Kansasisn't atree-abundant territory, and the
efforts of those on such organizations as tree
boards, and students so interested, areto be ap-
plauded. Fifty yearsfrom now, thosefifth grad-
erswill beabletolook at thosetreesplantedin
their timewith special pride. If youwant to seek
additional information at this time on the two
observances, e-mail Sharon Steele at
psteele@we.rr.com, or call 462-2558. -TD

Here'salittlebit of ‘ Geriatric Humor:’

Onaging...

Eventually you will reach a point when you
stop lying about your age and start bragging
about it.

How oldwouldyoubeif youdidn’t know how
oldyou are?

When you are dissatisfied and would like to
go back to the days of your youth, think of Al-
gebra.

| don’t know how | got over the hill without
getting to the top.

Oneof themany thingsno onetell syou about

agingisthat itissuch anicechangefrom being
young.

Ah, beingyoungisbeautiful, but beingoldis
comfortable.

Oldageiswhenformer classmatesaresogray
andwrinkledandbald, they don’t recognizeyou.

If you don’t learn to laugh at trouble, you
won't have anything to laugh at when you are
old.

First you forget names, then you forget
faces. Thenyouforgettopull upyour zipper. It's
worsewhen you forget to pull it down.

The Church Bulletin’s bloopers note:

VA bean supper will be held on Tuesday
evening inthe church hall. Music will follow.

VPotluck supper Sunday at 5p.m. Prayer and
medi cation to follow.

VOur “Low Self Esteem Support Group” will
meet Thursday at 7 p.m.. Please use the back
door.

VTheladiesof the Church havecast off cloth-
ing of every kind. They may beseenin thebase-
ment on Friday afternoon.

VThe eighth-graders will be presenting
Shakespeare'sHamlet inthe Church basement
Friday at 7 p.m. The Congregationisinvitedto
attend thistragedy.

VThisevening at 7 o'clock therewill be &
hymn sing in the park across from the Church.
Bring ablanket and come prepared to sin.

VFor thoseof youwho havechildrenanddon’t
know it, we have anursery downstairs.

VLadies, don’tforget therummagesale. It'sz
chancetoget rid of thosethingsnot worth keep-
ing around the house. Don’'t forget your hus-
bands.”

vDon'tletworry kill you off — et theChurch
help.

Got something for “ At Week'sEnd?” E-mail
td@nwkansas.com, fax 462-7749 or drop it off
attheofficeor mailto 155 W. 5th, Colby 67701.



