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Rhonda Riedel, outreach coor-
dinator for the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation in Kansas, held an
open house celebration Thurs-
day at the First Presbyterian
Churchin Colby. The purpose of
the open house was to intro-
duce the Arts and Inspiration
Center of Colby, whichisthefirst
of its kind here and across the
state to help people with Al-
zheimer's disease by focusing
on‘“artsandinspiration.” LEFT:
Riedel (standing) along with
Marsha Hills of Wichita
strummed a guitar, which will be
one of the activities at the cen-
ter. Riedel said experts say
playing aninstrument can post-
pone Alzheimer’s disease by
five years. ABOVE: Riedel lis-
tened as Donna Haffner, Park,
(underthe umbrella) told a story
about the umbrella. Seated at
herleftis her husband, George,
and behind her is Tillie Dep-
perschmidt of Colby. For ques-
tions about the new center
opening, call Riedel at (785)
673-3149 or (800) 487-2585.
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Hot, windy

Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea

Tonight...Mostly clear. Lows
inthemid 40s. Southwinds5to
15 mph. Saturday...Mostly
sunny. Very breezy. Record or
near record highintheupper 80s.
West winds around 10 mph be-
coming southwest 15 to 25 mph
with gusts to around 40 mphin
the afternoon. Saturday
night...Partly cloudy in the
evening then clearing. Very
breezy. Lows around 50. South
winds15to 25 mphwithguststo
around 40 mph.
Sunday...Mostly sunny. Very
breezy. Highs in the mid 70s.
Southwest winds 15 to 25 mph
with gusts to around 40 mph.
Sunday night...Mostly clear in
the evening then becoming
partly cloudy. Lows around 40.
Monday...Partly cloudy. Highs
inthelower 70s..

Thenumbers

Thursday’shigh, 79

Low thismorning, 43

Records for April 16, 90 in
1963 and 15in 1951

Year ago today, 58 and 41

Precipitation past 24 hoursto
8am. today, 0.00

April total, 1.29

April snowfall, 3inches

Soil temperature, 56

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and other
numbersarefromtheNorthwest
Research-Extension Center,
Colby. A recorded forecast up-
datedthroughout theday isavail-
able by calling (785) 899-7119.
Current temperatures are avail-
ableby calling 460-TEMP.

School board member
seeks changing break

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Changing thedate of next year's
spring break is one of theitemson
the agenda for the Colby School
Board at its Monday meeting. The
boardwill meetat 7 p.m. at thenew
administration building, 600 W.
Third.

“They’relooking (the board) to
maybe change break to coincide
with the college’s,” said Marilynn
Reed, board secretary.

Atthelastboard meetingonApril
5, member John Cranston ex-
pressed an interest in looking at
makingthedistrict’sbreak thesame
week as Colby Community
College's spring break. He said it

wasthat way in the past and would
liketo seeit that way again.
Cranston said he also thinks it
would benefit the community.
ActivitiesDirector Jeff Quenzer
said there are several activities
scheduled for that week, including
theColby High School Invitational
Forensics Tournament and an all-
school concert featuring students
from the grade school, middle
school and high school.
Hesaidthecontractsfor thetour-
nament have already been sent out
and turned back in and it involves
morethan 20 schoolsandthe Com-
munity Building has already been
reserved for the concert.
The week break is held now,

Quenzer said, before spring activi-
ties start and right after winter ac-
tivitiesfinish up.

“It’s a great time to have the
break,” he said. “You definitely
don’t want to have activities going
on during spring break.”

Also on the agenda is an emer-
gency substitutelicense. Reed saic
there are no other personnel issues
ontheagenda.

Other items on the agenda in-
clude a special presentations in-
cluding a sportsmanship award tc
the high school cheerleaders anc
their sponsors; acurriculum presen-
tation onthereading academy; ad-
ministrative reports; and Chamber
of Commerce membership dues.

County extension agent
plans May departure

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The Thomas County Extension
officeislosing
oneof itsagents.
D’ Ette Scholtz,
who has been
the county’s
family, con-
sumer science
and 4-H agent
for the past four
years, isleaving
inMay.

Scholtz said
sheand her family aremoving back
to Nebraska, where she has ac-
cepted aposition asayouth educa-
tion director with the Hall County
Extension officein Grand Island.

“It's agreat opportunity for my
family and myself,” she said, add-
ing her family has loved living in
Colby but the move back to Ne-
braskaoffersthechancetobecloser
torelatives.

D. Scholtz

She and her husband Jeff and
children Kayla and Ryan are all
from Nebraska.

They moved to Colby so she
couldwork for Kansas State Coop-
erative Extension, which was her
firstjobinthefield.

“lwantedtowork for extension,”
Scholtz said. “It's been a great
county towork in.”

While here, she said putting on
educational programsfor youthand
adultswerewhat sheenjoyed most.
“By farthat’smy favoritepart of the
job,” Scholtz said.

Sheislooking forward to going
back to Nebraskabut will missthe
friendsthefamily isleavingbehind.
In Grand Island she'll be working
on youth programming but isn’t
sureyet how big of an areashewill
cover or thespecificsof theprojects
she'll help with.

Scholtz will be leaving the Tho-
mas County office with one agent,
JoeL eibbrandt, whoisfillinginfor

Doug Musick whois currently de-
ployed with the Army National
Guard in Kuwait.

She said Musick won't be back
until August, 2005. Leibbrandt i<
thecounty’ sagricultural extension
agent.

Thereisatemporary hiringfreeze
on her position but Scholtz said the
county extension board will be
looking at other hiring options un-
til thefreezeislifted.

One of the projects Scholtz
helped build interest in this spring
was the “Walk Kansas Program,”
whereteamstry towal k thedistance
between Kansas' easternand west-
ern borders.

M orethan 300 people signed up
inThomasCounty. Shesaid peopl e
in Denver and Westminster, Colo.
andinCaliforniaareal so participat-
ing.

Sholtz said she's proud of that
and all the other programs she’s
hel ped with in the county.

Farm Service Agency has new executive director

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The Thomas County Farm Ser-
vice Agency hasanew county ex-
ecutive director — Ross Sloan.

“lwasinHaysat theEllisCounty
office,” hesaid.

“Itwasan opportunity toget back
home. | grewuphere.I’'mgladtobe
back.”

Hehad held the samepositionin
Hayssince January, 1991.

The offices are comparable,

Sloan said, but
Thomas County
administers
more programs - =
but has fewer .
participants. "
Thereasonis p
because the . 4
county has
fewer farmers
but they have
bigger farms.
Sloan said 98 percent of the coun-

R. Sloan

ty’s producers are enrolled in pro-
grams. “We have apretty high par-
ticipationrate,” hesaid.

Sloan said moreprogramdollars
are spent in this county than any
other in the northwest part of the
state.

Theagency providescrop subsi-
dies which are administered
through crop payments, he said.

They also provide commodity
|oansand conservationreservepro-
grams but the Natural Resources

Fort Riley sees 36th soldier killed

FORT RILEY (AP) — A ser-
geant from Texasisthe36th soldier
from Fort Riley to diein the Irag
war, Army officialssaid Thursday.

Sgt. Christopher Ramirez, 34, of
Edinburg, Texas, died Wednesday
infightingintheAl Anbar Province
near Fallujah, west of Baghdad. He
was assigned to Company B, 1st
Battalion, 16th Infantry, 1st Bri-
gade, 1st Infantry Division, which
hasbeen in Irag since September.

Fort Riley spokeswoman Deb

= Briefly

Red Cross offers courses

The Thomas County Chapter of the American Red Cross
isoffering Adult, Infant and Child CPR classeson Saturday,

Skidmore said Ramirez wassingle
and issurvived by hisparents.

Ramirez wasthefirst Fort Riley
death since five soldiers of the 1st
Engineer Battalion were killed on
March 31 by abomb exploding be-
neath their M 113 armored person-
nel carrier.

Ramirez is the sixth member of
thelst Battalion, 1st Infantry todie
inlrag. Hejoined theArmy in Au-
gust 1991 and had been stationed at
Fort Riley since December 2001,

April 24, from 8 am. to 1 p.m. Red Cross officials are re-

minding those planning to register that those re-certifying
will need to bring their books and skill cards. First Aid, is
scheduled for Monday, April 26, from6to 10 p.m. For ques-

tionsor toregister, call 462-7161.

Colby author to review his book

In honor of National Library Week, Keith Coplin, anin-
structor at Colby Community Collegeand an author, will be
reviewing his novel “Crofton’s Fire” on Monday at 12:15
p.m. Thereview will be held at Pioneer Memorial Library.

College board to meet
The Colby Community College Board of Trustees will

his second tour at the post.

Thefightinginandaround Fallu-
jahhasintensified in recent weeks
as U.S. forces have battled insur-
gentsinthearea.

Asof Wednesday, atleast 88U.S.
soldiershaddiedinAprilinlrag, the
deadliest month of fighting since
thewar beganin March 2003.

About 3,700 Fort Riley soldiers
arein Irag, including the 1st Bri-
gade, 1st Infantry Divisionand part
of the 937th Engineer Group.

meet at 5p.m. Monday intheboard room of theAdministra-
tion Building. Itemsontheagendaincludeawellnesscenter
proposal, approval of contracts and agreements, program
review, policies manual, and negotiations.

Commissioners to meet

The Thomas County Commissioners will meet at 9 am.
Monday at the courthouse. Items on the agenda include
county road director Clair Schrock and opening bids for
motor graders; BruceHardesty and Bruce Schneider withRS
Digital on geographic information systems; Colby City
Manager CarolynArmstrong; Walt Hill of HighPlainsMen-
tal Health; Rex Jamison of the Brewster Fire Department;
and Martin Rinehart and Kathi Wright with Thomas County
Emergency Medical Services.

Heartland SHARE

Heartland SHARE delivery will be at 10:30 a.m. on Sat-

Conservation Service providesthe
technical information in that area,
hesaid.

“1 oversee the administration of
these programs,” Sloan said.

He said the farm service helps
“stabilize” and supplement netfarm
income.

“We assure an abundant, high-
quality food supply toconsumers,”
Sloan said.

“We have the easiest access to
food in the world, also the lowest

price.”

Heisagraduate of Kansas State
University and Colby Community
College with a degree in agricul-
tural economics.

Heand hiswife Jeanne havetwc
children, Kayla, a seventh grader
and Kurtis, athird grader.

Sloane said he and Jeanne both
graduated from Colby High School
and she will be starting next week
asthenew businessmanager at Citi-
zensMedical Center.
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* Colby Community College
* Colby High School
«Golden Plains High School
«Brewster High School
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Special
sports
section
today

urday, April 24 at Sacred Heart School gym. Meats in this
month’ sshareareground beef patties, chickendrums, jumbo
franks, chicken breasts, ham steaksand asurprise, plusveg-

etablesandfruits. A shareis$17.50 plustwovolunteer hours
of your choice. If interested call Gene Griffinat 460-3579tC

order.

Arbor Day

...and more
- see -
‘At week’s end’ — page 2




Colby Free Press ????day, date, 1998



