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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals Y

DEARABBY: | wasat adin-
ner party recently. One of the
guests, whowastotally deaf, was
completely ignored. Not once
did anyone attempt to include
him in the conversation. | don’t
know how he stood it.

Afterdinner| talkedtohim.He
told me heis used to being ig-
nored by hearing people at par-
tiesand hated attendingthem. He
wasthereto pleasehiswife, who
isnot deaf.

Hespokewell andwasgood at
lip-reading. He was intelligent,
knowledgeable, and has agood
job. Hetoldmehewouldbringa
good book to these gatheringsif
hiswifedidn’'tthinkit’dberude.

Abby, how would you have
handled this?1’m going to send
your answer to every person |
know.

— SHOCKED BY THE
RUDENESS

DEAR SHOCKED: A gra-
cious hostesstries her best to
assurethat all of her guestswill
have a good time, and facili-
tates conversation. If | had
been thehostess, | would have
spoken with the couplein ad-
vanceand elicited someinter-
esting facts about the man.
Then | would have shared
themwiththerest of my guests,
aswell asthefact that hecould
lip-read.

Thealternativewould beto
“casually” mention that heis
distantly related to Warren
Buffett or Bill Gates, or that
he’'s connected in the motion
picture business. But then
you’d probably haveto hire
police protection to keep the
other guests from mobbing
him. (Only joking!)
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DEAR ABBY: My husband
“Rick’'s’ formerwife, “Pearl,” is
determinedtospoil Father’'sDay
for my husband. It happens ev-
ery year. They have four grown
children; the youngest is 28.
Pearl invitesall of thechildrento
her housefor dinner on Father’s
Day. SheasoinvitesRick’'sfa-
ther. (Rick and his father don’t
havethe best relationship.)

| know shedoesittohurt Rick.
Thereare52weeksinayear, and
shecouldinviteRick’sdad over
onany of theother 51 weekends.
Sheissoconnivingthat evena4-
year-old could seethrough her.

Rick andl neverinterferewith
her plans for Mother’s Day or
any other holiday.

We can’'t make plansin ad-
vanceand outfox her becauseshe
alwaysissuestheinvitationsofar
inadvance. Doesshehavealack
of classor what?How canweget
around this?

— FRUSTRATED IN
WISCONSIN

DEARFRUSTRATED: Dis-
cussthissituation with Rick’s
father and the children. Tell
thechildrentheir father would
love to have them spend
Father’s Day with him from
now on.After all,itissupposed
tobe HI S special day. Say the
same thing to Rick’s father,
and it might bea step in the
right direction in mending
their relationship. If they are

unwillingtocooper ate, thetwo
of you should make special
plansof your own on Father’s
Day.

DEARABBY: This question
isvery important to an elderly
friend of mine, and | don’'t have
theanswer. Abby, if youareborn
on Feb. 29, what day doyou cel-
ebrate on the years that are not
leap years? No one I’ ve asked
seemsto know.

—LULA INLAKE
CHARLES, LA.

DEAR LULA: There are
several waysto deal with it.
Celebratethebig day on Feb.
28or March1—or if heor she
would prefer to age more
slowly, celebratethebirthday
only every four years!

Editor’s note: Dear Abby i<
written by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and wasfounded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips. Write Dear
Abby at www.Dear Abby.comor
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90069.

For an excellent guide to be-
coming abetter conver sational-
istand amoreattractiveperson,
order “ How to Be Popular.”
Send a business-size, self-ad-
dressed envel ope, plus check or
money order for $5 (U.S. funds
only) to: Dear Abby Popularity
Booklet, P.O. Box 447, Mount
Morris, IL 61054-0447. (Post-
ageisincluded.)
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Thiswasall North needed to know, and he
jumped to six spades, closing the bidding.

There was nothing to the play. Declarer
ruffed the diamond lead, cashed the A-K of
trumpsandkingof clubs, thenledaheart, eas-
ily making the slam for a score of 1,430

points.

ItwasamagnificenttriumphfortheSAAPP

system.

Theidentical deal wasplayed at four other
tables, and at each of them the South player
opened the bidding with four spades.

Thiswasfollowed by three passes at each

table.

Perhaps we would all do well to learn

SAAPPASAP!
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