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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston Crossword Bridge

Blondie ® Chic Young
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ITS HAPPENING T EVE RYONE, ;a'q[ﬂoueHT Tng Ewﬁaﬁa WEY | CANT WAIT FoR THIST0 .. WHERENER HoME" 5] JlE  ACROSS 37 Western 2 Past 23 Flood or South dealer.
EEEKQK%EEE%F%F = 5TUD$?Hgg£gb H"E\“LF:E%DO ?"-FFOTS%%NEPé‘EJ \’?UNSTr T 1 High- resort lake 3 Mongrel floor North-South vulnerable.
i -~ THE FEWER PAFERS WANNA @0 ROME!! speed 38 Massage 4 Yell, 24 Inces- NORTH
E.,'N NE'D HANE TO TURN i, number targets “You're santly *AKSS
] 5 Overly 40 Sunrise not 26 Pet, for : (%SJ 4;
theatrical 42 Average funny!” short *2K Q2
9 Witnessed guy 5 Hatteras, 27 Judge WEST EAST
12 Malaria 43 Atlantic e.g. Lance @®» 9o 3 ®J 1076
symptom inlet 6 “l cannot 28 Addition- YK QJS86 ¥Y72
13 Jai — 48 The tell —” ally ®*KOo84 ® 632
14 Ms. whole 7 Chap 29 Assess *J 4 $*+109 75
Thurman enchilada 8 Stabs 31 Badge SOUTH
15 A real 49 Promptly, 9 Corn and wearer ®Q42
sharpie? on a lima 34 Retainer : 2 }8 :g
i} i i 17 “Friends” memo beans 35 Gave a SA 863
Garfield « Jim Davis cast 50 Modern- 10 Beyond thumbs- The bidding:
. member day coin control down South West North East
HERE 19 YOUR 8 18 Football 51 Aries 11 Cera- review 1 & 1 ¥ 1 & Pass
VEGGIE BURGER, i injury 52 Places ceous 37 Seesaw 1 NT Pass 3 NT
] site 53 Carey or 16 French quorum Opening lead — king of hearts.
H 19 Stallone Barry- article 38 Open a
role more 20 Surprise bit The SureWay IstheBest Way
q . 21 E'écvr;ef DOWN 01 rsesr%'o”s 39 Sg;}fe'”e' Assume you' re declarer in three notrump anc
:; % berate 1 Treasure overseas beverage West |eads the K'_Q of hearts’_bOth of V_thC_h you
v Z 25 Possess seeker’'s 22 Mexican 40 6/6/44 duck, andthenathird heart, whichyouwinwiththe
g 3 26 Highly aid entree 41 Venom- ace.
s rated, Solution time: 21 mins. ous You haveeight suretricksand threeobviousways
3 perhaps  raToT EGTolR ALK vipers to try for aninth, the first two dependent on 3-3
30— o[vIE[Nw[A[R[E 44 Eom I preaksintheblack suits. But when you cash the K -
’ 31 ‘,’,"ater . the — Q-A of clubs and then the A-Q-K of spades, both
artners E . g 45 Plant suitsturn out to be divided 4-2
i e i 32 Carte rickle s
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne lead-in £ 46 ‘?Au the Bad luck, you could say, but you still have the
?Tl'/E KING HAS DECREED iV YES, You p07 WERYONE HAS 33 Please, in T Things Qiamondfi nessetofall back on. When you attempt
THAT EVERYONE MUsT A BACK / Cadiz You it, however, the queen losesto West'sking, and he
FPAY THEIR BACK TAXES 35 Attention a5 cashestwo heart tricksto put you down one.
e 36 92”;; o cw| 47 T"r';i" An unhappy outcome, you might think to your-
* see " > clo hurts!” salf, but the fact isthat if you played the hand this
Yesterday’s answer 4.20 way, you did not giveit your best effort. You coul 0
LA A 6 |7 g |10 M have secured the contract by winning the queen of

heartswith the ace at trick two.

Then, after cashingtheA-K-Q of both black suits
and getting thebad news, you could put West onlead
with aheart. He would cash three heart tricks, all
right, but would then haveto lead adiamond from
hisK-x at trick 12 and hand you your ninthtrick.

You might arguethat whilethiswould be amag-
nificent way to play the hand if you could see the
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

(ALICE, I'M SORRY THAT WHAT I TOLD
RALPH GOT YOU IN TROUBLE!

I REALLY AM! -
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Cryptoquip
LWA LVQAB EVPGU VDWFE

LAWYU, Q YFGUU GIGABDWXB

UZWFPX PQJG ZWNNQPB

GJGA VLEGA!

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: DO YOU THINK A
VERY GUNG-HO GOLFER WOULD HAVE THAT
FAIRWAY LOOK IN HIS EYES?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: L equals F

BUT YOU PUT ME IN
A BAD SITUATION...
NOT GETTING THE
PROJECT DONE...
NOT EVEN TELLING ME
YOU WERE BEHIND
SCHEDULE.
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D NEPQMK

IDKKZ DVZ QMDYPV, GP

ZPS BSYYPBM OLDO UO

QPSEG JLPPBM D YUBOUE?

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: FOR FAIRY TALES
ABOUT FROGS, I GUESS EVERYBODY SHOULD
LIVE HOPPILY EVER AFTER!

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Y equals P

SOMETIMES [ VOTHER MEN MY AGE ARE| | | SHOULON'T BE T ANDI'LL BE| | THAT'S WHy I'4 N\ :
WONDER WHY LONG SINCE RETIRED |, [HERE..I SHOULD RUNNING STILL HERE / \ opposing cardsat the outset, you can hardly be ex-
I'MSTILL 5| BE DRIFTING IN pected to play thisway without peeking.
WORKING... SA ?/OEN%Q'-A IN A Theanswer isthat West’ shandisnot agreat mys-
\\ : > P < | COMPANY!! tery, asheisvirtually certainto havethe K-Q-J-x-x
AC R ;EK of hearts and king of diamonds for his one-heart
overcall. All you haveto doisto take advantage of
H thisinformation, and you wind up with ninetricks
at theend.
‘?ﬁ; § South dealer.
H 3 g North-South vulnerable.
z z NORTH
S 42| £ ACROSS 43 MIT grad, 3 Amor- 23 Wilkes- DMK J52
. 1 Society perhaps phous —, Pa. ¥ o6
Beetle Bai Iey ® Mort Walker newcomer 44 Literary sci-fi 25 Capitol ¢ AKQ974
4 Seethe collection villain cap K 9
THERE'S A BUG E[( pON'TASK THE GENERAL )| § Sherished 46 Eye 4— BRUNES n OS5I 64 st
ON My w'FE/S g ABOUT Hl5 Wl FE TODAYI OUI’CGI O shaae manner option
| H . the Ewing 50 Wet 5 “Days of 27 Tackles’ ¥83 ¥YQ 1052
PICTURE:. g fortune thor- — Lives” team- ¢ 106 ®J852
] 13 Mark sup-  oughly 6 George’s mates *£QJ 102 *+AB73
g planter 55 King brother 28 Naviga- SOUTH
£ 14 Hodge- lead-in 7 Cabin tor’s stack ®A83
2 podge 56 Related compo- 29 Mine YAKIO74
‘g 15 Plata 57 Vicinity nents entrance ¢ 3
H partner 58 Brokaw’s 8 Blitzen’s 30 Enjoying . . *654
5 16 Preda- employer yokemate,  the The bidding:
£ ceous 59 Columnin  to some hammock S""‘th West N(;rth East
5 insect a sum 9 Sprite 31— Carlo é v IP)ass % NT Ilzass
5 18 Picture 60 Crucifix 10 Have a Menotti 2 ass ass
puzzle 61 Tibetan bug 35 Intellec- O . lead £ club
20 Trinity beast 11 Artist tual pening lead — queen ol clubs.
member Lichten- 38 Memo- H
21 Mr. — DOWN stein rizes . ) PartnerShl P Defense .
(soft drink 1 “Let’s 17 Reaction 40 FDR’s Bridgeisbasically apartnership gamein which
name) Make a to fire- “Blue each side employs special agreements to impart
24 Bet both Deal works Eagle specificinformationabout their hands. Theseagree-
ways choice 19TV 4z°csr ments, also known as conventions, are absolutel
9 28 Oft-used 2 Green channel evidence H S > Y
thorough- acres 22 Raised 45 Culture essent aI_toach|eV|ng goodresullts. W|thoutconven-
fare Solution time: 21 mi medium  tions, bridgewould belargely aguessing game.
] 32 Reddish :’ ;’ L°“ C'“:en;l THAS;N 47 Clownish Consider this case, which features partnership
horse AlaloTe ofutal 48 Exile defense. West |eads the club queen against four
: 33 iFr: Lt‘é the  EIRLEIC clolxl 4o gfa h hearts, East taking dummy’skingwiththeace. West
equation q—s - gﬁ 50 Fly-by- wins East’s three-of -clubs return with the ten, and
34 Bizarre H[A[V]E T|A|R night? the question iswhat West should do at trick three.
36 Central FL g E g ; ¢ 51 —outa Only twotrickshavebeen played, but West knows
37 Tablet T m ilolE living agreat deal about declarer’ shand. Judgingfromthe
Sally Forth ® Greg Howard s [ - 2 §§;°ph' bidding, Southmusthaveat | east six heartsand must
p J|O|E B|A|Y . . .
WE WORK TOGETHER. WE W™ xr \py \BECAUSE T THOUGHT 5 1.1 was cONe W weLL, can you ) . facties  [A[L]L afol 53 12doz.  AS0havetheaceof spadesfor hisopening bid. Sc
SHOULD AT LEAST BE CIVIL | ™5 c AME YOU CAME TO TO HIT SEVERAL /| URRY UP2 TM | 41 Trigger,  [RlAIM EWl 54 writer from West's viewpoint, the only hope of defeating
WITH ONE OTHER. [ 10 TAIK /-\G’E?[—r?ﬁéza;?ﬁ ~ DOING ANOTHER e.g. Yesterday’s answer 421 Buscaglia the contract is that East can somehow score twa
?C‘— _\ 7O ME2 TROUBLE WITH PROJECT FOR YOU 3 T 5 o T trumptricks.
-& _ i (1 RALPH..TO sAY AND WE ALL KNOW In order to protect whatever East’s trump hold-
H™y ] % Fore YOU MISS OUR WHAT A BEAR ing might be, West should continuewith thejack of
4 : . FRIENDSHIP. clubsat trick three, forcing dummy toruff. How does

West know that South hasanother club? Heknows
because East, in accordance with convention, re-
turned the three of clubs, his original fourth-best
club. (Since West hasthe deuce of clubs, East can-
not have five clubs.) This, in turn, tells West that
declarer started withthreeclubs— neither morenor
less. After ruffing thethird club, South candono bet-
ter than |ead aspadeto hisace and play the A-K of
trumps, hopingtheten or queenwill fall. Whennei-
ther of them appears, South leads another trump,
hoping the ten and queen will fall together. When
they don’t, the contract goes down one.

Observethat if West doesnot returnaclub at trick
three, declarer can make the contract by leading ¢
trump from dummy and finessing the jack.

// i

4-20

© 2004 Bi Keane, inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www._familycircus.com

“How long do little birds hafta practice
before they learn their song?”
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“The President is coming. That’s his
theme song they’re playing.”




