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Taxes...and more

Tothe Colby Free Press:

IntheWednesday, April 14 edition of the Colby Free Pressinthe
middleof theeditorial pagestandingoutinlargelettersitread, | need
tohear from you. Then| saw it wasfrom our Representative, Jim
Morrison in hiscolumn Capitol Review.

| am for spending money on education — even if it'smy own. |
canseefromwhat Jim saysthat it would cost |essif the stateincome
tax wereraisedinstead of property taxes. The sal estaxesaregetting
so high| get squeamishif raising themiseven mentioned. It makes
me think of what aradio announcer, Jim Martin from Kansas said
oneday on KGIL Radio— 1260inthe San Fernando Valley, “ Some
day thegovernmentwill takeall of your paycheck and giveyouback
what it doesn’t want!”

The super-rich— thetop 1 percent — who get well over half the
tax cuts, should be allowed to participate in our democracy. They
get the use of appliances, carsand servicesof al kinds, yet propor-
tionately, they pay less than the poorest of taxpayers. They would
feel better if wedidn't scrape and bow to them by allowing them so
many tax exemptions. By super-rich, | meancomparatively that even
$200,000 isapoor income.

Somepeoplecan’t afford anew applianceor appointmentswitha
dentist, yet thewealthy don’t want to give up oneof their ten carsor
one of their eight worl d-scattered housesfor anything.

Education should be their concern because they benefit from it
most and can even open the door to othersthe know-how into luxu-
riousliving and hel pinstead of inhibiting theimprovement of soci-
ety.
But can that be done before the next el ection?

Canthepresent president turnthe management of Iragover tothe
United Nations soon enough?

Soon enough, so that “No Child Left Behind.” money can bere-
leased from the federal government for the education needed in
Kansas and therest of thiscountry?

Soon enough, instead of setting us back on the road to the dark
ages?

LetIrag, withthehelp of the United Nations, haveitsown pattern
of democracy “with no child left behind.” Let them manage their
ownoil andlet’sspend our ownmoney on education and something
to eat.

Ms. EdnaA. Hatcher
Colby

hatcher @st-tel.net
(L etter #25)

785 460-2581

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.

Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legidlators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-

@ink.org
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Remember “TheAnt and the Grasshopper?”’

| know there have been many versionscircu-
|ating about thestory of theant and thegrasshop-
per, butwhen| receivedthisone—well —itwas
too good to pass up.

Hopefully, not everyone has seen these two
versions. Sadly, though, thereisalot of truth to
themodern version.

Hereitis:

OLDVERSION

The ant works hard in the withering heat all
summer long, building his house and laying up
suppliesfor the winter. The grasshopper thinks
he'safool and laughs and dances and playsthe
summer away. Comewinter, theantiswarmand
well fed. The grasshopper has no food or shel-
ter, so hediesout in the cold.

MORAL OF THE STORY: Beresponsiblefor
yourself!

MODERN VERSION

The ant works hard in the withering heat all
summer long, building his house and laying up
suppliesfor thewinter.

Thegrasshopper thinkshe'safool and laughs
and dances and playsthe summer away.

Comewinter, the shivering grasshopper calls
apressconferenceand demandstoknow why the
ant should be allowed to be warm and well fed

Patty Decker
e Deep
Thoughts

while othersare cold and starving.

CBS,NBC, andABC show uptoprovidepic-
turesof theshivering grasshopper nexttoavideo
of the ant in his comfortable homewith atable
filled with food.

Americaisstunned by thesharp contrast. How
canthisbe, that inacountry of suchwealth, this
poor grasshopper isallowed to suffer so?

Kermit the Frog appears on Oprah with the
grasshopper, and everybody cries when they
sing, “It'sNot Easy Being Green.”

Jesse Jackson stagesademonstrationinfront
of theant’shouse wherethe news stationsfilm
the group singing, “We shall overcome.”

Jesse then has the group kneel down to pray
to God for the grasshopper’s sake.

Tom Daschle and John Kerry exclaim in an
interview with Peter Jennings that the ant has
gottenrich off the back of the grasshopper, and

Old story chahges with the times

both call for animmediatetax hikeontheant tc
make him pay his“fair share.”

Finally, the EEOC draftsthe“ Economic Eq:
uity and Anti-Grasshopper Act,” retroactivetc
thebeginning of thesummer. Theantisfinedfol
failing to hire aproportionate number of greer
bugs and, having nothing left to pay hisretro-
activetaxes, hishomeisconfiscated by thegov-
ernment.

Hillary getsher old law firm to represent the
grasshopper inadefamation suit agai nst theant,
and the case is tried before a panel of federal
judgesthat Bill appointed from alist of single:
parent welfare recipients.

Theant losesthe case.

Thestory endsaswe seethegrasshopper fin:
ishingup thelast bitsof theant’sfood whilethe
government house heisin, which just happen:
to bethe ant’sold house, crumblesaround hin
because hedoesn’'t maintainiit.

Theant has disappeared in the snow.

The grasshopper isfound dead in adrug re
lated incident and thehouse, now abandoned, i
takenover by agang of spiderswhoterrorizethe
once peaceful neighborhood.

MORAL OF THE STORY: Vote Republicar

Patty Decker iseditor of the Free Press. Her
column appearson Thursdays.

Some politicians are out of step

Whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of
theLord unworthily will haveto answer for the
body and blood of the Lord. A person should
examinehimself, and so eat the bread and drink
the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks with-
out discerning the body, eats and drinks judg-
ment on himself. 1 Corinthians 11:29.

Thiscolumnisabout pro-abortion Catholics
—andisn'tthat just thecremedelacréemeof the
oxymoronworld?Yes, there’sonepro-abortion
Catholicwho'sgettingal ot of attention, andyes,
he's running for president. I'll get to himin a
minute. But he’ snot alone. And hehimself isnot
the problem, merely asign of amuch deeperill-
ness.

So what is the big deal about pro-abortion
political figures receiving Communion in the
Catholic Church? It'sa“big deal” because of
what Holy Communion is to the Catholic
Church. And that’swhy | led off with St. Paul,
whoknew afew thingsabout how Christ wanted
usmortal sto practiceour faith. Theconsecrated
bread and wine doesnot “ symbolize” Christ. It
isChrist.

Okay, | canalmost seetheeyesrolling onthat
one: “Thereyou Catholicsgoagain.” And, if we
aretobelievethepolls, alot of Catholiceyesare
rollinginunisonwiththeir non-Catholic breth-
ren. But I’'m not making any of this up. Holy
CommunionisJesusChrist. It'sall intheBible,
which all good Christians freely acknowledge
istheWord of God.

“But| havetosuspendall logictothink that a
pressed wafer of wheat and a cup of fermented
grapejuiceisinfact JesusChrist.” Yup. Yousure
do. It'scalled “faith.” And either you've got it,
oryoudon't. Andif youdon't, pleaserefer back
tothequotefrom St. Paul at thetop of the page.

Itisespecially puzzling that those who take
the Bible as literal fact cannot accept the Real
Presenceof ChristintheEucharist. Other things
intheBiblealsorequireafull-tilt suspension of
logic, yet “Bible believing” Christians accept
them without flinching. God created the whole
universe in seven days? Of course. It'sin the
Bible. Jericho’swallscouldn’t stand up to ahot
tune on the trumpet? Ditto. God said so.
Methuselah lived to the extremely ripe old age
of 9697 No doubt. It'sinthere.

Yet we aretold that when Christ said, “ This
is my body,” he was just being poetic. Never
mind that the quote shows upinthe gospelsand
inPaul’sletters. Nope. That Jesusawaysspoke
inriddles, didn’t he? And thiswasjust the pin-
nacle of his storytelling acumen. Oh yeah?
Don't think so.

Check out the “bread of life” discourse in
Chapter 6 of John’s gospel. Jesus goes on at
length about the need to eat his body and drink
hisblood. Peopleturned away fromhimbecause
it seemed so ... odd. But the disciples knew it
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wasthereal deal, and they stayed.

Okay. So muchfor the detour into basic the-
ology. Today, far too many Catholics seem to
havelost touchwiththat basicteaching. Andthe
lost sheep include far too many Catholicsin
public officewho think they can vote pro-abor-
tionduring theweek and sashay shamelessly up
tothealtar on Sunday. Sen. John Kerry of Mas-
sachusettsisthe current poster boy of this pro-
abortion Catholicflock. Oneweek, herollsinto
Mass 10 minutes late with a noisy entourage,
then makes a quick trip to the altar for Holy
Communion, then bounces out to hit the ski
slopes. The next week, he's photographed re-
ceiving communion at a non-Catholic church.
That'salsoano-no. But Sen. Kerry isnot alone.

Sen. Dick Durbin of Illinoisisgetting afair
amount of attentionin hishomestate. Catholics
in Springfield picketed his church there. So he
sought out afriendlier churchin Chicago (read:
one where the tenets of the faith are subject to
negotiation) where his die-hard pro-abortion
stance seems irrelevant. A new group is now
organizingto picket that church. Maybehe' snot
gettingthetruthinsidethebuilding, buthe’ ssure
going to get an earful on theway inand out.

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius of Kansas vetoed a
bill that would haveimposed minimal healthand
medical standards on abortion clinicsin her
state. SheisCatholic, and pro-abortion. Theleg-
islatureisagain contemplating abill that would
enact suchrequirements. Thegovernor isprom-
ising arepeat veto performanceif therepresen-
tatives of the people of Kansas dare approve
what isconsidered apro-life measure.

Gov. Jennifer Granholm of Michiganisalso
apro-abortion Catholicwho hasmadequestion-
ableuseof theveto pen. A local group hasaweb
sitethat followstheongoinginconsi stenciesthat
unavoidably dog someonewho proclaimshboth
the Catholic faith and the so-called right to
chooseabortion. Granholm’scaseisparticularly
troublesome, since she has served as a Eucha
ristic minister. That's right. This woman, who
ispro-abortion, has stood before her fellow pa-
rishioners, presentedtheHoly Eucharisttothem
and announced, “ The Body of Christ.”

Hello? Does she really believe it? Does
Durban? Sebelius? Kerry? Does every Catho-
lic priest and bishop really believe it? Ahal
That's the real question. In the pro-life move-
ment, itisoftensaid,“If youreally believeabor-
tionismurder, then act likeit.” A similar senti-
ment should beexpressedto Catholicpriestsand

bishopswho arelukewarm about defending the
Church’steaching about Holy Communion: “ If
youreally believethe Holy Eucharist isthe ac-
tual Body and Blood of JesusChrist, thenact like
it!”

We are told, for instance, that Archbishop
Sean O’ Malley of Boston hassaid pro-abortion
Catholics should not receive Communion. Yet
Sen. Kerry a, pro-abortion Catholic continues
todo so. Granted, Archbishop O’ Malley isstill
thenew guy intown, but with high-profile pro-
abortion Catholics such as John Kerry and Tec
Kennedy inhisflock, hesurely knowsthat their
behavior meritshisextremely vigilant scrutiny.

We aretold that Cardinal Francis George of
Chicago has met privately with Dick Durbin,
hopefully for someremedial catechisminstruc-
tion on the Church’s teachings on the sanctity
of human life. That's well and good, but how
long will it take before something is said pub-
licly to thisman, and the countless others, who
very publicly promote legal abortion and very
publicly receive Holy Communion?

That priestsand bishopsarewithin boundsin
withholding Communion from such personsis
beyond question. It’sin the rules: Canon Law,
inthiscase. Canon 915 saysthose, “who obsti-
nately persistinmanifest gravesinarenot to be
admitted tocommunion.” Abortion, theChurch
says, isgravely evil, adding that “formal coop-
eration in an abortion constitutes a grave of-
fense.”

Pro-abortion Catholic politiciansarefond of
saying they “personally oppose”’ abortion, but
areunwilling to stand in the way of otherswhc
seek them. Is that formal cooperation? Well,
voting to expend tax dollars on abortion and
abortion-related matters certainly seems tc
qualify. Abortionis, after all, amatter of lifeanc
death. Yet the Gallup organization tells us it
“consistently ranks among the least important
issuestotheel ectoratein choosingapresident.”
Americanshavebecomeindifferent. American
Catholics, too, have become indifferent. Is it
because too many priests and bishops, through
their silence, have allowed thisindifferencetc
fester?

“1 am the bread of life,” said Christ. The
apostles knew it was the real deal, and they
stayed. Dotheapostles’ modern day successors
sharethat conviction?Or havethey, asdid many
of Jesus' fair-weather followers, simply driftec
away? It'scertainly aquestion to ponder at this
timeof year, when Christianscommemoratethe
Lord’s Passion and Resurrection.
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JudieBrownisthepresident of American Life
League. http://www.catholic.org/cathcom/
national_story.php?id=7267. Thisopinionwas
forwardtotheFreePressby Colbyresident Joan
Albersat geojo@st-tel.net.



