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Wal-Mart
debate heats
city meeting

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

An agreement was reached be-
tween the City of Colby and Wal-
Mart Storesduring Tuesday night’s
council meeting— but with dissen-
sion.

Thevotewas5-3infavor of the
agreement. Council members ap-
proving the terms were John Bre-
menkamp, KenBieber, Bev Eicher,
Phil DeYoungand Jim Brown. Op-
posing the agreement were Jim
Tubbs, Eugene Wieland and Mark
Beringer.

“1 know we have differing opin-
ionson thisproject,” said Carolyn
Armstrong, city manager. “How-
ever, inmy experienceitisunusual
to have a developer willing to pay
for theitemsoutlined in the agree-
ment.”

Armstrongwasreferringtoitems
that include Wal-Mart paying 100
percent of the paving costson both
sidesof the property wherethenew
storewill belocated. The cost, she
said, is estimated at 48 percent of
the project or $413,165.

The store will also pay 100 per-
cent of an 8" sewer main from the
west edgeof Wal-Mart’ sproperty to
the trunk line under Interstate-70.
Thisisestimated at 2,400 feet and
costing about $104,600 and will
extend underground el ectrical ser-
viceonthewest sideof theproperty,
looping the perimeter with 8" wa-
ter lines.

The city’s portion of the agree-
ment wouldrequireit being respon-
siblefor theremaining street project
on Franklin and Willow at an esti-
mated cost of $447,595.

Thiswould also include extend-
ing the overhead electrical lines
alongthenorthsideof theWal-Mart
property, providing two 16" water
main taps on Franklin and pulling
primary conduits and installing
junctionboxesonthewest property
line of the store.
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More moisture

Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea

Tonight...Widespread rain
showers and solated thunder-
storms. Lowsintheupper 30sto
around40. Northeastwinds10to
20 mph. Chance of showersand
thunderstorms 90 percent. Fri-
day...Occasional rain. Windy.
Highsintheupper 40sto around
50. Northeast winds 20 to 30
mph. Chance of rain 80 percent.
Friday night...Occasional rain
perhaps mixed with snow. Lows
intheupper 30s. Northwinds10
to20mphwithguststoaround 35
mph. Chance of rain or snow 80
percent. Accumulation slight.
Saturday...Mostly cloudyinthe
morning then becoming partly
cloudy. A 40 percent chance of
rain showers. Highsintheupper
40s to lower 50s. Northwest
winds5 to 15 mph.

Thenumbers

Wednesday’s high, 67; Low
this morning, 40; Records for
April 22,93 1in 1937 and 16 in
1899; Year agotoday, 72 and 37,
Precipitation past 24 hoursto 8
a.m. today, 0.32; April total,
1.61; April snowfall, 3 inches;
Soil temperature, 57

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and other
numbersarefromtheNorthwest
Research-Extension Center,
Colby. A recorded forecast up-
datedthroughout theday isavail-
able by calling (785) 899-7119.
Current temperatures are avail-
ableby calling 460-TEMP.

Time to celebrate
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By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press
The Wellness Center at Colby
Community Collegewasoneof the

" For Rent - Mobile Homes

Thenew super center will bejust
west of Franklin from Bourquins
Old Depot and RV Park.

Representatives from Wal-Mart
haveal sorequested thecompletion
date be moved up to Aug. 1, 2005

with final completion required by | |Soc orivene

items of business at the board of

trustees meeting on Monday.
Theboard discussed afund-rais-

ing proposal submitted by Hartsook
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Oct. 1, 2005.
Tubbsreiterated hisoppositionto
the agreement.
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and Associates of Wrightsville
Beach, N.C. Theboard hadreceived
the proposal but CleonaFlipse anc
Kurt Stephenssaid they hadn’t had

timeyettoreadit.

“We have approved a 20’ street
when our requirementsarefor 24’,
we passed agigantic sewer bill for
thenew sewer plant and now weare

HELP WANTED
Now Excepting
Applications for

Spring & Summer

All positions available.

Atitslast meetingonApril 5, the

Public Notices

board heard a presentation from

Help.

about to spend another $400,000for
the street by Wal-Mart,” he said.
“It'sreally adisgraceand | think
we are the weakest council | have
ever seen,” Tubbs added.
Beringer also voiced opposition
toapprovingtheagreement by say-

Ip Wanted

s & Sons Ford Sales
n ications for a

NOW HIRING
All Shifts

Starting Pay
$6.50 per hour

Call 785-460-8226

Bob Hartsook and John Pepperdine
of Hartsook and A ssociatesbecause
the board islooking into the possi-
bility of hiring an outside sourceto

help raise money for the center.

The board took no action on the

Garage Sales

proposal itself but madeamotionto

inghebelievesweshouldlook atre-
negotiations.

“1 don't think that the $400,000
requestwouldkeepthemfromcom-

seeif they could havean assessment
done separately and then proceec
with a fund-raising campaign.
Hartsook explained during thelast
meeting they would do an assess-
ment to see how much money they

ing. Thisisan $8 billion corpora-

Classifieds

tion,” Beringer said.

Ann.

Help Wanted Apartments for Rent For Sal.

His point was that if the agree-
ment was re-negotiated and Wal-
Mart turned down the council’ s of -
fer, hesaidthecouncil couldstill go

back with the $400,000 proposal .
Tubbsadded that hethinkswhen
thecity i sabout to spend $400,000,

whichin hisopinionisamajor de-

cision, it should be discussed in
morethan oneor two council meet-
ings.

“| cannot believeyouarestarting
this thing (discussion) all over

again,” Bieber saidto Tubbsabout
hisobjections.
Inresponse, Tubbssaidthegroup

wasnai veand needed toread News-

week and therecent articleonrural
Americaand Wal-Mart.

After afew other commentsfrom
council members, Mayor Warren
Hixson finally interjected and
called for the vote. It was Tubbs
whothenrequesteda“roll cal vote”
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ABOVE: Bud and Faye Goe-
ken checked out the mug that
Bud received during the Re-
tired and Senior Volunteer
Program recognition banquet
at the American Legion in
Colby on Wednesday night.
LEFT: Dancing was also a
popular feature. The theme for
the eveningwas “Jungle Jam-
boree” and volunteers were
recognized for the hours they
have volunteered. Each year
RSVP hoststhe special dinner
and dance to honor those vol-
unteers making a difference.
The eventis alsoin conjuction
with National Volunteer Week
which concludes Saturday.
See page 3 for more photos of
the event.

could potentially raise. The price
tag for the assessment would be
$14,000.

After an assessment is com-
pleted, the company then places
someonein the community to help
with fund-raising or have arepre-
sentative touch base several times
amonth to see how the processis
going, which hasaseparateflat fee.

“Do we have to sign up for the
wholedeal ?’ asked board member
Larry Arehart. Don Kready, board
member, said they could do the as-
sessment then make a decision if
they want to go on.

Stephenshad concernsabout per-
formancebut board president Ken-
ton Krehbiel said thereisaperfor-
manceevaluationincludedinwhat
they would get.

“They do have a pretty impres-
sivelistof clientele,” Krehbiel said,
adding they should find out how
other entitiesfeel about their expe-
riencewith Hartsook.

The board wants college Presi-
dent Dr. Mikel Ary tofollow up on

Hospital co

ntinues search for administrator

the questions and hopesto have an
answer back at its May meeting.
Inother business, theboard heard
from Ken Johnson, dean of finan-
cial affairsthat theschool couldre-

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The search continues for a new
chief executiveofficer for Citizens
Medical Center, Colby. Kevan
Trenkle, chief financial officer/in-
terimexecutiveofficer, saidthepro-
cessbegan acoupl e of monthsago.

“We had phone interviews last
night,” he said. “We had about 50
candidates that applied for the po-
sition.”

The latest interview session
lasted morethanfivehours. Trenkle
said the hospital has been without
an administrator since April, 2003

We had about 50 candidates that
applied for the position.”
Kevan Trenkle, chief financial officer

when Michael Boyles resigned.
Trenkle's been the interim admin-
istrator since.

They have narrowed the pool
down to eight or nine and the next
stepwill beto further cut thelist to
five. Whenthat'sdone, on-sitevis-
itsto Colby will bearranged, along

with “extensive” in-person inter-
views, Trenklesaid.

“Hopefully by summer we'll
have someonein place,” hesaid.

Trenkle said they did get ahigh
number of applicants but he said
that isn’t unusual, but they did
screen all of them. “They’re from

all over theUnited States,” hesaid,
and he declined to name any of
them. He also said the processis
taking time because they want to
makesuretheright personispicked
for thejob.

Trenklesaidwearingtwohatshas
involved alot of extrawork and
some stress and he's excited about
theprospectsof hiringanew admin-
istrator. It’sall part of preparingfor
the future, he said, which has also
included recruiting new doctors.

“We've got a bright future and
we've got to get on to the next
level,” hesaid.

ceivebetween $189,000-$250,00C
from the state because Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius just signed &
budget bill giving $5 million more
thisyear tocommunity colleges. He
saidthey shouldfind outin Junejust
how muchmoremoney they will be
getting.

Thetrusteesheard aprogramre-
view from Gracemary Melvin, dean
of instruction. “I think it's got &
pretty good balance at this point,”
shesaid

Shealsosaid they’ rekeeping an
eye on the supply budget to make
sure no one goes over.
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Fund raising dance planned

A fund raising dance will be held from 8 to 11:30 p.m.,
Friday, April 30, at Comfort Inn Convention Center to help
defray travel expensesfor Lisa Jones, Miss Rodeo Kansas
Princess, Colby. Featured at the dance will be disc jockey
Bobby Wild and admissionis$7. Jones said she asarepre-
sentative of the county, she plans to make appearances
throughout the state, along with attending the rodeo in
Calgary, Canadaand the Wrangler National Final Rodeoin
LasVegas, Nev.All proceedswill assist Jonesinmeeting her
commitments as the state’srodeo princess.

Honor choir to perform

The Colby Grade School Honor Choir’s “ Soaring Sing-
ers” will present ayear-end concert at 1:30 p.m. and 7 p.m.,
Tuesday, May 4inthegradeschool auditorium. Everyoneis
invited to attend and thereis no charge for admission.

School vaccinations required

Emily Strange, school nursefor the Colby School District,
said thestatewill require chickenpox and HepatitisB vacci-
nations for school entrance. If achild has chickenpox, the
vaccine isn't required. Written documentation from a doc-
tor or parent, with thedate of illness, needsto be provided to
the school. For information, contact Strange at 460-5111.

Musicians to entertain at feed
TheColby Bluegrass Committeeissponsoring apancake

and sausage feed, Saturday, April 24, at the Colby Commu-
nity Building. Servingwill begin at 7 a.m. and continue un-
til 2p.m. Thecost of theeventisfree-will donationwith pro-
ceeds going toward funding the Pickin’ onthe Plains Blue-
grass Festival on July 16, 17, and 18.

Scheduled at 10to 10:30a.m. during the pancakefeedwill
be Steve Bugbee and Monica Bugbee-Miller; 10:30 to 11
am., MonicaBugbee-Miller and Carla(Bugbee) Haggard;
11 am. to noon, jam session featuring Bill Summers, Larry
Booth and friends; noonto 1 p.m., Shannon Myers; and dur-
ing thelast hour of the pancake feed from1to 2 p.m. ajam
session will be featured with bluegrass: John Scott, Keith
Reavis, Bob and Sue McLemoreand others.

Substance abuse program

Fifth grade students at Sacred Heart School and Colby
Grade School will be participatingin adiscussion onunder-
age drinking on April 29 and 30. The event is part of a na-
tion-wide" Reach Out Now Teach-In" during lunch hour. Dr.
Luke Tubbswill bethefacilitator for both sessions.

Colby College play begins tonight

The Colby Community College drama department will
present “ Ring Round theMoon,” tonight, Friday and Satur-
day inthe Cultural Arts Center on campus. Show times be-
ginat 7:30 p.m. tonight and Friday, witha3 p.m. matineeon
Saturday.

Theplay, directed and designed by Deb Bickner, isappro-
priatefor all ages. Ticketswill beavailable at the door at $4

for adults, $3 for students. For questions, call 462-3984.

Senior Awards Night planned

The 2003-04 Colby High School Senior AwardsNight is
planned for Monday, May 10, starting at 7:30 p.m. in the
school auditorium. Duringtheevening, academic, attendance
and scholarship award winnerswill be recognized for their
accomplishments. The publicisinvited.

Piano recital Sunday

Thepiano studentsof SharonKrisswill behavingaSpring
Piano Recital at 2 p.m., Sunday, at the Colby United Meth-
odist Church. The publicisinvited.

Taxes due by May 10

The 2003 second half of property and real estatetaxesfor
Thomas County residentsare due by Monday, May 10, said
DonitaApplebury, county treasurer. She wanted to remind
anyone with taxes due to make sure and submit those taxes
by theM ay deadlinesincethisisachangefrom previousyears
when taxes were due on June 20. Call 462-4520.

Underclassmen to be honored

Colby High School hasschedul ed an awardsceremony for
studentsin 9th, 10th and 11th gradesstarting at 1:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, May 11, in the school auditorium. The public is
invited to attend thisevent to honor studentswith academic
and attendanceaccomplishments. Camerasarewel come. For
questions, call 460-5300.
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