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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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Blondie ® Chic Young

THAT WASN'T | HOLD IT! YOU NEVER
BAD, BUT... [ JUST SAY SOMETHING

OKAY, IT WAS ZESTY,
JERKY, TENDER AND
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{ BUT IF YOU WANT TO STAY IN
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

SEE! I KNEW
YOU COULDPN'T
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MAYBE YOU SHOULD

WELL, HAVE I COULDNT.

TRY 1T, ALICE. YOU CONSIDERED | [ T'5 HAVE TO SEE
I COULDN'T. ,
I'D HAVE TO SEE FACE TO FACE...
THE GUY, TALK

FACE TO FACE...

@ 2004 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights resetved.

Cryptoquip
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN YOU'RE A
SECURITIES DEALER WITH A THICK-SET
BUILD, ARE YOU A STOCKY BROKER?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals A
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Woman tired of boyfriend'slies

DEARABBY: I amhelplesslyin
lovewith amanwho treatsmelike
dirt. I'll call him “Brad.” We have
been together for eight years.

During that time, he hastold me
he was married (he has been di-
vorced for the past five years), and
lied about having cancer. Every-
thing that comesout of hismouthis
pretty much alie.

Last year, Brad and | had a baby
girl. Hewanted no part of having a
baby and avoided me during the
entire pregnancy.

To top it off, when | wasin my
ninthmonth, | found out hewassee-
ing someone else. He swears noth-
ing happened. He says he just
needed someoneto talk to.

For the baby’s sake, | placed her
for adoption, and sheiswith agood
family. Now that the baby is gone,
Brad hascomearound acting sweet
and caring. Yet hestill excludesme
from family functions and cares
more about his ex-wife's feelings
than mine.

Aml sickintheheadtobeinlove
with Brad?

— HELPLESSLY INLOVE

DEAR HELPLESS: Areyou
sickinthehead?If gallopingmas-
ochismisaclassifiableillness,the
answer isyes. Somehow you have
confused pain and anxiety with
love.

Howdoyou stoplovinghimand
findanormal relationship?A psy-
chotherapist can help you un-
derstand why you havetoler ated
the abuse, and help you rebuild
your self-esteemandlearntoform
healthy relationships. Your phy-
sician can refer you.

Fill your timewith worthwhile
activities to distract you from
loneliness while you're getting
your head straight.

Onerewarding activity isto
volunteer your sparetimeto a
worthy cause — working with
animals,theelderly or acharity of
your choice.

Bridge

West dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
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The bidding:
West North East
1 & Pass Pass
Pass 3NT

Opening lead — seven of spades.

Drury Enduring
Athingof beauty isajoy forever, andthis
hand— played by Doug Drury, inventor of
the Drury convention — undoubtedly

gualifiesfor such status.

West opened with one spade, and, after
two passes, Drury bid one notrump. This
was perfectly proper in the balancing po-
sition, whereanotrumpovercall showsless
strength than the 16 to 18 points normally
associated with a direct overcall of one

notrump.

North raised to three, and West led the
seven of spades. Drury won with the nine
and played a club. West took the king and
made the excellent return of the queen of
hearts. Hewas hoping to find partner with
four or five hearts to the jack, and in that

way stop the contract.

Declarer could have assured himself a
heart trick by covering the queen with the
king— certainly thenormal thingtodoin
theexpectationthat West hadled thequeen
from the Q-J. But Drury’s ESPwasfiring
onall cylinders, and heconfidently played

the deuce from dummy.

Not only that, but when West continued
withthethreeof hearts, Drury rosewiththe
king, rejecting West's effort to convince
him that he held the jack of hearts. Drury
then led another club to West's ace, and
West wisely cashedtheaceof heartstohold

declarer to ninetricks.

West's defense was superb but unsuc-
cessful. Had Drury covered the queen of
heartswith the king or not played theking
on the second heart lead, he would have
gonedownone, losingthreeheartsandtwo

clubs.

It was avigorous battle, well-fought on
bothsides, with Drury finally emergingtri-

umphant.
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e Dear Abby

It’salsoaway tomeet construc-
tivepeople.

DEARABBY: I'ma22-year-old
woman. When| was11, my parents
divorced.

Because Mom was an alcoholic
and adrug addict, my brother and |
lived with our dad.

| know a 16-year-old boy named
“Sam” who is experiencing the
samething. Hisparentsaredivorced
and he lives with his mother. She,
her boyfriendand hisfriendssmoke
alot of weed in the home and are
stoned most of thetime.

Sam hastried to talk to her about
it, but sheonly yellsthat hecan'ttell
her what to do because he' sthekid,
not the mother. He wants to move
out, but his brother isonly 9, and
Sam can’t support them both.

Sam hasthought about telling his
father what hismother isdoing, but
he's afraid his mother will never
forgivehim.

Abby, | care for both the boys. |
don'twanttositidly by anddonoth-
ing. Should | tell someone, or keep
my trap shut?

— ON THE FENCE

DEAR ON THE FENCE: Get
off the fence. Contact Sam’s fa-
ther and fill him in on what’sgo-
ingon. It will givehimachanceto
interveneand takecustody of his
children —which could beastep
in theright direction for all con-
cerned. If hisfather isarespon-
sible adult, Sam and his brother
will have a more normal home
environment, and themother will
beput onnoticethat therearecon-
sequences for her actions. Let’s
hopeit helpsher clear her head.

DEARABBY: My nameis" Sun-
ny,” but | don’tfeel very sunny. I’'m
13 and have many problems. I'm
afraid I’m on awrong track anc
won't be able to do what | know |
shouldwith my life.

My gradesaren’tgood, and | keeg
getting myself into hot water. My
mother hasalot of health problems,
soshedoesn’t need my problemson
top of hers. | keep asking myself
why thisishappeningto us.

Mother told me she wants metc
livealifethat will make me happy,
and not let her poor health ruin my
teenyears.

Isit wrong for meto enjoy these
yearsand planwhat | wanttodowith
my future even though my mother
isvery sick?What can| dotoget my
lifeback ontheright track?

— SUNNY IN NORTHERN
CALIFORNIA

DEAR SUNNY: The most im-
portant thing you can do is stop
feeling guilty for enjoying your-
self

| can think of nothing that
would makeyour mother happier
than to know you areliving your
lifeto the fullest and exercising
your potential.

Talk to a counselor at school
about howtoget your gradelevel
back whereit shouldbe.Ifyouare
in with thewrong crowd, involve
your self in activities where you
will make constructive and re-
war ding friendships.

And most of all, shareyour vic-
tories with your mother. Share
your concer nswith her aswell. It
will make her — and you — feel
better. Trust meon that.
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“The game was called because of the

ball on the roof.”
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