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Let’s do our part

Tothe Colby FreePress:

Most areasin northwest Kansas are struggling to maintain
population. Thomas County is the second largest of the 20
countiesin northwest Kansas, and our citizens can help fight
the battle of shrinking population.

Thespirit which madeusagrowing, caringcommunity can
continueif wewill do our part!

Thomas County and the City of Colby are sponsoring a

cleanup efforttoimprovethevisual imageweproject through-
out our county. Our image conveys a powerful message to
prospectivenew residentsand businesses, andreflectsthetype
of peopleweare.

We are asking you to Clean Up Thomas County during the
week of May 3-8 by giving the areaaneeded spring cleaning
and by planting trees, shrubs, and flowersto enhancethefirst
impression of visitorsto the area.

In Colby, service organizations are being asked to make an
extracommitmenttohel p CelebrateColby. Pleasecall theCity
Office at 462-4410 and tell them which park or areayou will
“spring clean.”

Allindividualscanhelpour city by makinganefforttoclean
and dispose of those unsightly items cluttering your yards,
removing vehicleswhich nolonger haveapurpose, and pull-
ing those weeds which detract from the beauty of our city.
Whenever possible, help neighbors who can’t manage the
entire cleanup for themselves.

Businessownerscanhelpby cleaningthealleywaysbehind
your buildingsaswell asthe areaseasily visibleto everyone.

Carolyn Armstrong

Colby City Manager

Gerry Bieker

Colby Public UtilitiesDirector
(Letter #28)

Road complaint

Tothe Colby FreePress:

| am writing to voice protest on that north mile and ahalf of
Highway #391 fromthe Rawlins-Thomas County lineto Chad
Briney’scorner. Thisroad connects Brewster and McDonald,
[-70and #36 andisawell travel ed road but that mileand ahal f

isadisgrace!

Rawlins County put agood hard rock all weather basefrom
McDonald to the Rawlins-Thomas County line. It does ook
like Thomas County could do the same. Inthefirst placethere
wasnoreasontotear uptheoil onthat anyway. That wasafool -

ish move.

| work in Thomas County and put alot of money back there.
Others are saying the same thing and we feel that working
peoplewho havejobstoget to, shouldn’'t havetofight astretch
of road likethat, especially when something can bedonetofix
itright. By thiswedon’t mean dragging abunch of soft dirt out
of theditches. Every timethere' sany moistureitisamess. This

isnot progress.

Rosalind Bundy
Brewster
(Letter #29)
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WITH You 15
You HATE

FREEDOM !

THE PROBLEM
WiTH You 1S
You LoVE

FREEDOM T

Right now | don't like Bush or erry

I AM at thepoint of wantingto barf everytime
| hear President Bushand Sen. JohnKerry actlike
two playground kids unable to settle an argu-
ment. While our young men and women arel et-
ting their blood stain the soils of Irag and Af-
ghanistan, what isour President and our wannabe
president doing? Sniping at one another over a
couple of Vietnam War medals and how one
servedor didn’t serveintheNational Guard. And
that goes back 30 years or more. Do they ever
give up and focus on issues that really count?
There are many Americans who weren't even
around 30 yearsago and arewondering whatin
theworld their beef isall about!

Atthispoint and if thiswasthe day we voted,
| would be hard pressed to mark an“X” by ei-
ther name. I’ vedeclared protestsin the past and
put thoseprotestsin play inthevoting boothand
I’m not above doing it again.

There has to be better, unless these two guys
grow up — and fast. The office of the president
isbeingturnedintoabattleground. Oldstupidme
thought Iragand Afghanistan (andwhereelseare
wefighting?) — are battlegrounds enough.

And while I'm on the subject and more than
justabitangry at B&K, I might takethisoppor-
tunity tochat withyou parentsout therewhohave
teenagers around 16 or so. You better pray and
hope the drat isn’t reinstituted, because if it is,
mom and dad — and it’s being discussed, don’t
fool yourselves — your kid or kids will be just
the right age for this administration or the next
tograb them, givethemaquick lessoninsoldier-
ing and then send ‘ em off to what could betheir
final journey — Irag, becausel don’t seeaquick
end to that quagmire.

Don't sit too smug. We'rein awar that israp-
idly expanding and the death toll continues to
mount. It’s ugly. Yes, thiswar like all othersis
deadly, too.

| haveakidinuniform—inhis15thyear and
right now he'sin S. Korea. | pray daily that he
getsback tothe Statesbeforethingsheat up over
there and we find ourselves fighting the North
Koreans, who are as bad or perhaps worse than

Tom Dreiling

e My
Turn

the terrorists we're battling in other places
around the globe.

| hopethoseknuckleheadtel evisiontalk show
foolswakeup soonandrealizethey arefanning
theflamesof discontent by continuingtopitone
side against the other about some Vietnam War
medalsand how oneservedor didn’t serveinthe
National Guard. WHO CARES!

| care about thosein uniform now and | care
about your kids, who just may be plucked from
their cozy surroundings and shipped “over
there.”

If you caremaybeyou ought to get amessage
off to Senators Roberts and Brownback and
Congressman Moran and tell them to get hold
of their party leaders and demand they get this
thing back ontrack. If aDemocrat, contact Rep.
DennisMooreandtell himthesamething. They
haveenoughinfluencetoget thingsdone. Keep
the pressure on.

| can stand issues, but | can’t stand nit-pick-
ing stupidness.

There, | guessthat’s enough respect to show
the man and the wannebe man for today.

WHY isitthat our childrencan'treadaBible
in school, but they canin prison?

NEW definition for stress: that’s when you
wake up screaming and then you realize you
haven't fallen asleep yet.

ONE woman to another: My husband says |
never listento him. At least | think that’s what
hesaid.

IN JUST acouple of days, wewill enter the
final month of the school year. That’sright, the
final month of the school year. | know you are
thinking, “Wherehasthetimegone?’ Youknow
whereitsgone. And when the school bellsring
tousherinanother school year inlateAugust yot
will ask, “Wherehasthetimegone?’ You know
whereitsgone. We all know wheretimeisgo:
ing but we don’t want to admit it. Time, asyot
well know, races according to the stages of life
you arein. For meit travels so fast that | have
trouble hanging on. But | do. The Good Book
sayssomething about our timeon earth being nc
longer than asnap of thefinger (thosearen’t the
actual words, but you getthedrift). Liveitfully
dressedinpositives. It'seasier that way. Thesur
isbrighter that way. Thechallengesarelessdif-
ficult that way. We get out of life what we pu
intoit. Invest well!

HERE are afew home remedies you migh
want to consider:

* A mouse trap, placed on top of your alarrn
clock, will prevent you from rolling over anc
going back to sleep when you hit the snooze
button.

« If youhaveabad cough, takealargedoseof
laxatives; then you will be afraid to cough.

« High blood pressure sufferers: simply cu
yourself and bleed for awhile, thusreducing the
pressureinyour veins.

 Clumsy?Avoid cutting yourself whileslic-
ing vegetabl es by getting someone elseto holc
them while you chop away.

EVER give any thought to this?: If raising
children was going to be easy, it never woulc
have started with something called [abor!

HAVE agood evening!
*kkk*k
Tom Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press
His column appear s Wednesdays and Fridays
td@nwkansas.com.

Iraq sort of resembles Vietnam

Thewar in Irag isnow ayear old; almost as
oldasPresident Bush’'s" missionaccomplished”
performance. You havetowonder what mission
hewastalkingabout. This, basically, iswhat we
werepromised by thisadministrationontheeve
of thewar:

vVWeaponsof Mass Destruction— chemical,
biol ogical and perhapsevennucl ear weapons—
in the hands of Saddam, ready for use.

VEvidencethat Saddam was akingpininthe
international terrorist movement, colludingwith
Osamabin Laden to do usill.

VA welcoming Iragi population that would
greet us as liberators, sort of like Paris after
World Wer |1 but with turbans.

VA quick resumption of order after whichwe
would install a user-friendly government and
start building aprosperous, democratic society
that would serve as a beacon of enlightenment
toall of the Middle East.

Which one of those promises has been re-
deemed?Wehaveyet tofind aWeapon of Mass
Destruction much more lethal than arifle gre-
nade; evidencepointstothefact that Saddamand
Osamawererivals, rather than allies; only part
of the population welcomed us warmly and
many of them have sinceturned against us; and
instead of order, chaos has reigned in much of
the country and is getting worse.

Andthat’snot all of it.

Just beforethewar, Gen. EricK Shinseki, the
army’s chief of staff, told Congressthat he ex-
pectedtheoccupationof ragwoul dtake “ some-
thing on the order of several hundred thousand
troops.”

Donald
Kaul

® Guest
Commentary

His bosses went ballistic. Deputy Defense
Secretary Paul Wolfowitz, one of the chief ar-
chitects of the invasion, called the estimate
“wildly off the mark.” He said the population
wouldbefriendly. Hesaid that many nationsthat
didn’t back usonthewar would signupto help
us.

“1 wouldexpect that countrieslike Francewill
haveastronginterestinassisting Iraginrecon-
struction,” hesaid. Heforgot to tell the French.

Nor wasit just Wolfowitz by any means. Sec-
retary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld al so scoffed
at Shinseki’sestimatesand when the Secretary
of the Army sided with the general, Rumsfeld
fired him.

When experts estimated that the war would
cost us $95 hillion in thefirst year, Wolfowitz
saiditwouldn’t. Those expertsignored thefact
that Iraq was a wealthy country, he said. “To
assume we're going to pay for it all isjust
wrong.”

In other words, this administration has been
wrong at every turn and continuesto bewrong.

Duringthepast twoweeksabad situation has
becomedramatically worse, withsignsthat even

thosewho rejoi ced when Saddam was deposed
are now turning against us. When militia of ¢
militant Shiite cleric ambushed and killed four
U.S. mercenariesin Falluja, the larger popula-
tionturned outtoburntheir bodiesand hangtwa
of the corpsesfrom abridge.

Asthe week went on the attacks against our
troopsincreasedinintensity and beganto spread
until Iragis who were neither followers of
Saddam nor the militant cleric werejoining in
against us.

And still we cling to the fiction that we will
“turn over control” of the country to an Iraqgi
authority on June 30, the deadline set by the
president. | suppose we'll turn something on
June 30, but control won't beit. Not only dowe
not have any control toturn over, thereisnole-
gitimate Iragi authority toturnit over to.

The gang who got usinto thismess— Bush,
Cheney, Rumsfeld, Wolfowitz, Perleandtherest
— remains as clueless today as it was the day
before the war. After aweek of vicious attacks
on our troops, Paul Bremer, the top American
officia inlrag, said: “Basicaly Iragisontrack
to realize the kind of Iraq that Iragis want and
Americanswant, which isademocratic Irag.”

That soundssuspiciously likethe“ light at the
end of the tunnel” we followed in Vietnam, tc
our bitter regret.

*kkkk

Donald Kaul (donald.kaul2@verizon.net),
recently retired as\Washington columnist for the
Des Moines Register. He has covered the
nation’scapital for 29 years, winning anumber
of awardsalong the way.
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