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Body piercing debate continues
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: I just finished
reading the letter from “Upset in
Collegeville, Pa.,” regarding the 15-
year-old girl who wanted to get her
belly button pierced. Your response
included, “As long as the procedure
is done hygienically, it shouldn’t
cause any damage.”

I am a gynecologist. I have ob-
served that navel piercings often
cause significant permanent scar-
ring, especially at the upper pierc-
ing site. These scars are far larger
than one would expect. They can
also be associated with darkening of
the skin at the scar site, which makes
them even more cosmetically unac-
ceptable.

I can’t explain why other pier-
cings such as earlobes usually have
no scarring while navel piercings
often result in unsightly permanent
scars.  Anyone considering a belly
button piercing should be aware of
this potentially permanent problem.

— OREGON GYNECOLO-
GIST

DEAR OREGON GYNECO-
LOGIST: Thank you for writing.
Although I live in Los Angeles,
probably the navel-piercing capi-
tal of the United States, I cannot
claim to have seen as many belly
buttons “up close and personal”
as you have, so I bow to your ex-
pertise. Many readers comment-
ed regarding that letter. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: May I add a note
to your response to the parents who
agreed to let their daughter pierce
her belly button, then changed their
minds? I am 62 and still can’t quite
forgive my father for much the same
thing.

He was old-fashioned and would-
n’t let my older sister drive. When I
was 15, I begged to take driver’s ed
and get my license at 16. He agreed
— on the condition that I pay for the
lessons myself.

Well, I did — and passed with fly-
ing colors. But when I turned 16, he

refused to allow me to get my li-
cense. When I asked why he’d lied
to me, he said he hadn’t lied. He sim-
ply thought I’d never be able to save
enough to pay for the course. Even
after 46 years, I still think he lied to
me. My advice to the parents: Do not
break your word. It could damage
your relationship with your son or
daughter forever.

— MARJ G., WESLACO,
TEXAS

DEAR MARJ: I agree. She ful-
filled her part of the bargain, so
the parents shouldn’t have re-
neged on their promise.

DEAR ABBY: In some states,
piercing isn’t legal before age 16,
even with parental consent. If the
parents relent, I hope they’ll find out
what the local laws are and go to the
most reputable person who per-
forms piercings. My advice to po-
tential piercers: Stay away from
those who will do the piercing re-
gardless of state law.

—SUZANNE, PRIMEVAL
INK TATTOO, MONROE,

WASH.
DEAR SUZANNE: Good ad-

vice.

DEAR ABBY: While I respect the
right to change one’s mind, the re-
lationship of a parent to a child can
be permanently damaged by rela-
tively small betrayals. In today’s
world, belly button piercing is little
more than a fashion statement, and
the parents who are waffling over
their promise to let their daughter
pierce her navel in exchange for
good grades risk far more by break-
ing their promise than by allowing

the piercing.
— GEORGE (A YOUNG

PARENT WITH CHILDREN),
SANTA MONICA, CALIF.

DEAR GEORGE: I agree. And
you stated it very well.

DEAR ABBY: I am a 30-year-
old, struggling single mother. My
10-year-old daughter’s father,
“Lenny,” was in prison for the first
eight years of her life.

He’s a career criminal. You name
it, he’s done it.

Lenny’s out now, but he hasn’t
changed. He wants to spend time
with his daughter, but every time I
let her go with him, she comes home
with another story.

The world is a scary place, and I
feel the need to protect her. I’m
afraid he’s exposing her to the
wrong things.

I also think he “works” while
she’s around. As far as I know,
Lenny is still being pursued by the
law and bounty hunters.

Sometimes it seems crystal clear.
But then I think: Lenny is her father.
He loves her. He’s just not smart
enough to be part of her life.

Legally he has no rights. His name
isn’t on her birth certificate. There
are no court orders for visitation or
child support. Abby, what should I
do?

— TORN IN TWO
DEAR TORN: Your first prior-

ity must be your daughter’s safe-
ty. Ask yourself what could hap-
pen if the bounty hunters or the
police were to catch up with Len-
ny and your daughter were on the
premises. You already know what
you have to do. Now do it.

Bridge

 The Rabbit-in-the-Hat
Trick

There are hands that experts play well
even in their sleep. Here is a case of this
sort.

Our expert declarer gets to six hearts,
and West leads the king of diamonds.
Upon seeing dummy, South might have a
fleeting thought of making seven if the
trumps are divided favorably.

But he quickly dismisses this notion
when, after taking the diamond with the
ace, he plays a trump to the ace and East
shows out.

This distressing development fails to
faze our imaginary declarer, however. He
has been to the wars before and realizes
that if the gods are kind to him, he can still
get home safely.

He proceeds on the assumption that the
slam can still be made — despite the 4-0
trump division — if West started with pre-
cisely 3-4-3-3 distribution.  Accordingly,
after the trump play at trick two, our hero
cashes the A-K-Q of spades, ruffs a dia-
mond, cashes the A-K-Q of clubs and ruffs
dummy’s last diamond.

Having negotiated these hurdles with-
out incident, declarer is now in position
to claim the slam.

Everyone is down to three cards, with
West holding the Q-J-7 of trumps and
South the K-10-9.

 Declarer exits with the nine, and West’s
two trump tricks suddenly dwindle to one.

It is true that if West had any distribu-
tion other than 3-4-3-3, the slam would
fail.

Nevertheless, the fact remains that
South has to hope for this distribution and
must plan his play as if it actually exists.
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