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‘Nightline’ to put
face on war In lrag

Youmay wanttowatchABC-TV’s" Nightline” tonight (ch.
6, right after the news). Host Ted Koppel will read the names
of the more than 700 American servicemen and women who
havediedin Irag sincetheinvasion slightly more than ayear
ago.

The program will be extended to allow for the roster to be
read and pictures of thewar dead to be shown.

Of course something of this note attracts controversy. “In
poor taste.” “ They shouldn’t besoinsensitive.” “They arein-
vading families’ privacy.” Etc. Etc. Etc.

But thisiswar, make no mistake about it. And in wartime
peoplelosetheir lives. And, quitefrankly, “ Nightline” will be
providingaservicetothiscountry whenitembarksontherall
call. They will beputting humanfacesonthesituationinlrag.
And probably any number of viewerswill learn for the first
timethat familiesthey onceknew who now livein other areas
of the country havelost achildinthewar.

We doubt it will hurt troop morale. Those in uniform will
have reason to stand proud and sal ute those who have given
the ultimate sacrificefor their country, and al so knowing that
withthissolemndeclaration of recognition by “ Nightline” that
they have the support of the people back home.

Wearegoingtowatchit. Wemay evenbeamongthoselearn-
ing of war deathsthat involve people we used to know.

Those who have died on the Iraqi battlefield did so for a
cause, anoble cause— freedom. And freedom allowsthose
in opposition to the “Nightline” feature to say so. It allows
“Nightline” to do so.

You can watch the program tonight. Or if you choose you
can surf to another channel. Freedom of the fingers.

We can find no reason to be critical of the program.

And, likewise, we can find no reason to be critical of those
who do.

Tom(TD) Dreiling
Free Press Publisher

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.

Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.
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You KNow WHAT THEY
SEY: “MoNEY CAN'T

BUY HAPPINESS”
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May produces most tornadoes

WEARE far fromout of tornadotimeinKan-
sas. Infact, according to research shared by the
National Weather Service over at Goodland a
shot time ago, in the year 2003 the most torna-
does occurred in the month of May. And if you
look at your calendar, we moveinto May 2004
tomorrow.

May 2003 produced atotal of 44 tornadoesin
the state, and it may interest you to know that
nearly half of all thetornadoesinall of 2003 (91)
occurred between May 4 and May 15. Those 91
tornadoes|last year were 39 above normal .

The 2003 deathtoll statewidewas8, the most
since1991. And therewere 84 injuries, also the
most since 1991. Thelongest track was27 miles
reported in Crawford County on May 4.

Thestrongest wereF4s, and thereweretwo of
those, in Crawford and Wyandotte counties on
May 4. Thosewerethefirsttwo F4’sinoneyear
since 1993. L abette County reported the most
tornadoes in 2003 with seven. The most torna-
doesreported in asingle day statewide were 21
onMay 8.

The first tornado reported in 2003 was on
March 12 in Labette County, and the last touch-
downwasonAug. 5in Crawford County.

Property damage from the 91 tornadoes was
estimated at $59 million.

OnMay 15, 2003, an out break of eight torna-
doesin southwest Kansas produced $15 million
damagein and near Liberal in Seward County.

In June of 2003, tornadoesfavored northwest
and north central Kansas, although fewer torna-
doesthan normal were reported across western
Kansas. The number of tornadoes over eastern
and southeast Kansaswaswell above normal.

Hereisthemonthly breakdown of Kansastor-
nadoesin2003: January and February, 0; March,
1; April, 12; May, 44; June, 22; July, 11; August,
1; September through December, O.

Since 1950, Kansas has reported a total of
2,794 tornadoes. During that 54-year periodthat
averagesouttobe51.74, or rounded off to 52 per
year. May was still the most active month over
that timeframewith 967.

IF “April Showers Bring May Flowers” is
correct, thenlook for abumper crop of budding
beauties all over the place. Up to 8 am. today,
wehavereceived 2.70inchesof precipitationfor

GEORGE
STEINBRENNER.

Tom Dreiling
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the month, nearly half-inch more than we re-
ceived in April of 2003 (2.70 inches vs. 2.24
inches). The overnight rains produced 0.10
inches and more is expected before the day is
over. Cool. Damp. Isn't that what we' ve been
hoping and praying for?

HAV E you been watching that latest Viagra
television commercial? The one showing a
neighborhood of menjumping upand downand
whooping it up and even dancing around with
each other? The one that shows ajubilant mail
carrier going bonkers? What a block party! If
what | am seeinginthat commercial isan accu-
rate portrayal of the effects of taking Viagra, |
think they need to install street signsthat read:
“Entering Viagra Zone. Proceed at your own
risk.”

THE yearis2035. You pick up your newspa-
per and these arethe headlines:
Castrofinally diesat age 112; Cuban
cigarscan now beimported legally, but
President Chelsea Clinton hasbanned all
smoking

Mexiforniaisnow the seventh lar gest
country intheworld

Congressauthorizesdirect deposit of
illegal palitical contributionsto campaign
accounts

Floridiansstill don’t know how to use
voting machines

President sayswar against terrorism will
bealongstruggle

First legally married gay couplecel-

ebrates20th wedding anniversary

Last of jailed Enron officer scompletes
prison sentence

Yankeessign pitcher toone-year $5
billion contract

Collegefootball playoff system resur-
facesafter CurbsideUniversity and
Driveway State upset usual power houses
throwing BCSin turmoil

Postal Serviceraisespriceof first class
stamp to $27.89 and reduces mail delivery
toWednesdaysonly.

| SIGNED up for an exercise class and wa:
told to wear loose-fitting clothing. If | had any
loose-fitting clothing, | wouldn't havesigned ug
inthefirst place!

THISmakes sense:

Thepopulation of thiscountry is273million

140 million areretired. That leaves 133 mil-
lion to do thework.

Thereare 85 millionin school, which leaves
48 million to do thework.

Of thisthere are 29 million employed by the
federal government,leaving 19 milliontodothe
work.

2.8 million are in the armed forces preoccu:
pied with all thethingsthey need to do all over
the globe., which leaves 16.2 million to do the
work.

Takefromthetotal the 14,800,000 peoplewhc
work for state and city governments, and tha
leaves 1.4 million to do the work.

Atany giventimethereare 188,000 peopleir
hospitals, leaving 1,212,000 to do the work.

Now, thereare 1,211,998 peoplein prisons.

That leaves just two people to do the work
You and me. And there you are sitting on you
bottom at your computer, reading jokes.

Nice, rea nice

HAV E agood evening and agood weekend!
Don't forget the Lord’s house thisweekend.

K*kkk*k

TomDreiling ispublisher of the Free Press.

It’s all those little things

Littlethings.arethereason many peoplewere
not killed in the attack on the Twin Towersin
New York City on Sept. 11, 2001. Littlethings,
like:

VThe head of acompany got in late that day
because his son started kindergarten.

VAnother fellow wasalivebecauseit washis
turnto bring donuts.

vVOnewomanwasl|atebecauseher darmclock
didn’t go off intime.

VOne was late because of being stuck on the
New Jersey Turnpike because of an auto acci-
dent.

VOne of them missed his bus.

VOne spilled food on her clothes and had to
taketimeto change.

VAnother’s car wouldn’'t start.

vOnewent back to answer the telephone.

vVOnehad achild that dawdled and didn’t get
ready as soon as he should have.

VOnecouldn't get ataxi.

VThen there was the man who put on a new
pair of shoes that morning, took the various
meansto get towork, but beforehegot there, he
developed ablister on hisfoot. He stopped at a
drugstoreto buy a Band-Aid. Thatiswhy heis
alivetoday.

So, whenyou arerunning late, for whatever
reason or reasons, remember all those little
things youjust read, and alsogivethought tothe
fact that isexactly where God wanted you to be
at that very moment...God is at work watching
over you.

May He continueto blessyou with all those
annoying little things and may you remember
their possible purpose.

—Anonymous

A teacher asked her youngsterstowriteanote
toGod (sofar nosuit hasbeenfiled). They were
free to write whatever they wanted. Here are
some of their notes:

Dear God:

| didn’t think orange went with purple until |
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® At
Week’s
End

saw the sunset you made on Tuesday. That was
cool.

Dear God:

Instead of letting people die and having to
make new ones, why don’t you keep the ones
You already have?

Dear God:

Maybe Cain and Abel would not havekilled
each other if they had their own rooms. That's
what my Mom did for me and my brother.

Dear God:

If you watch me in church on Sunday, I'll
show you my new shoes.

Dear God:

| bet it isvery hard to love everyone in the
wholeworld. Thereareonly 4 peopleinour fam-
ilyandl’ mhavingahardtimelovingall of them.

Dear God:

In school they told uswhat you do. Who does
it when you are on vacation?

Dear God:

Areyoureallyinvisibleorisit just atrick?

Dear God:

Isittruemy father won't getinto heavenif he
uses hisbowling wordsin the house?

Dear God:

Did You meanfor thegiraffetolook likethat
or wasit an accident?

Dear God:

Who drawsthelines around the countries?

Dear God:

| went to this wedding and they kissed right
inthe church. Isthat OK?

Dear God:

Did Yourealy mean “do unto others asthey
dountoyou”?Becauseif you did, then1’m go-
ing to get my brother good.

Dear God:

Thank youfor thebaby brother, but | think you
got confused because what | prayed for was ¢
puppy.

Dear God:

Please send meapony. | never asked for any-
thing before. You can look it up.

Dear God:

You don't have to worry about me; | always
look both ways.

Dear God:

| think about you sometimes, evenwhen |’ m
not praying.

Dear God:

Of al the people who worked for you, | like
Noah and David the best.

Dear God:

My brother told me about being born but it
doesn’t soundright. They’ rejust kidding, aren’t
they?

Dear God:

| wouldliketolive900yearsjust liketheguy
intheBible.

Dear God:

We read Thomas Edison made light. But in
Sunday school they said you did it. So, | bet he
stoleyour idea.

Dear God:

It's okay to beaRepublican?

Dear God:

Who do you writeto?

Dear God:

You must have awful powerful glassesto be
ableto watch over usfromway up there!

Oh, before it slips my mind, remember that
marriageisthe number one cause of divorce.
*kkk*k
If you have something for “ At Week's End,”
simply e-mail it to td@nwkansas.com, fax it tc
(785) 462-7749.



