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Teen told she must move on in life
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: A year ago I was
placed in an emergency shelter for
seven months, until I graduated
from high school. I turned 18 three
weeks ago. Because of state guide-
lines, I was forced to leave the shel-
ter and went to a foster home for a
week.

The shelter has a policy that there
be no contact between the staff and
clients for 18 months, but I was al-
lowed to call there. Last week, I got
a call from the director of the shel-
ter, saying I “needed to stop calling
and move on with my life.” My
problem is, before I went there I had
no positive support or role models,
and now, when something good
happens, I want to call and talk to
one of them because I got real close
to them.

Do you have any advice on how
to move on with my life?

— LOST IN ALABAMA
DEAR LOST: It is unconscio-

nable that children are dumped
from the system with no skills, no
one to confide in, and no one to
mentor them.

Contact the foster youth pro-
gram in your state. Ask to speak
to a social worker and inquire
about transitional counseling and
support. You should also contact
the YWCA and see if they provide
mentoring. You have reached a
point where you must decide
where you want to go in life. Have
you considered a vocational
school or college? Their financial
offices can provide suggestions
about part-time employment
while you’re completing your
education. Once you’re enrolled,
you’ll meet other young people
with positive goals and make
friends.

DEAR ABBY: I am a 16-year-old
high school student. My friend
“Denise” has an almost insane crush
on a friend of ours. Denise is so ob-

sessed with him that she has hysteri-
cal fits of crying and rage if he pays
attention to another girl. She talks
about suicide if she can’t be with
him.

I know this is not normal, but I
don’t know what to do. I’m con-
cerned Denise will hurt herself or
someone else.

 — CONCERNED FRIEND IN
CALGARY

DEAR CONCERNED: Tell
your parents, a teacher, or a coun-
selor at school about her behavior,
her threats and your concerns.
Your friend has gone off the deep
end and may need to be psycho-
logically evaluated.

DEAR ABBY: “Krista in Jack-
sonville” complained that her hus-
band sneaks up behind her when
she’s alone in the house and scares
her. He also appears out of nowhere
when she’s in the shower. You ad-
vised her that his behavior is child-
ish and a touch sadistic — and told
her to hang bells on her door frames
and lock the bathroom door.

While your answer was good, you
may have overlooked something.
Sneaking up on someone, especially
a spouse, could be considered a pre-
cursor to an abusive relationship.
The person doing the sneaking has
the control and is doing it to scare the
other person. I think Krista and her
husband should get marital counsel-
ing.

— SEEN IT BEFORE
DEAR SEEN IT BEFORE:

While I did not consider the hus-
band’s behavior to be ominous,
your point is worth considering.

Read on:

DEAR ABBY: My father used to
do the same thing to my mother (and
me and my siblings) until he caught
her off guard one night when she
nearly slapped him back into the
previous week. (She claimed it was
a reflex.) He’s never sneaked up on
any of us again.

— ANDREA IN BARSTOW,
CALIF.

DEAR ANDREA: He should
have considered himself lucky.
Read on:

DEAR ABBY: It was with a
knowing smile that I read Krista’s
letter. Unfortunately, sneaking up on
her could put her husband’s life in
danger. My husband used to enjoy
doing that, too, that is, until one
evening when I was in the kitchen
cutting some meat for dinner, and he
scared me. Without meaning to, I
almost stabbed him. Thankfully, I
missed. Needless to say, it hasn’t
happened again. Ever since that in-
cident, he always announces his
presence. As a matter of fact, he kind
of reminds me of the old TV series
where the husband would walk in
the door and holler, “Honey, I’m
home!”

—  MEGAN IN WYOMING
DEAR MEGAN: That’s one

way to get your “point” across.
Dear Abby is written by Abigail

Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Write
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com
or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90069.

Bridge

Famous Hand
Nearly all of the attention to the United

States’ victory over Italy in the Bermuda
Bowl last November has been focused on
the last two deals, which saw the U.S. over-
come a 21-IMP deficit to win by 1 IMP.

But another remarkable deal that made a
critical difference in the outcome was this
one from earlier in the 128-board match.
The Italian pair of Norberto Bocchi and
Georgio Duboin held the North-South
cards in the auction shown. North’s two-
club response was artificial and asked
South to further describe his hand. A series
of relay bids ended with North-South in six
spades redoubled.

Bob Hamman, West, led a diamond, the
suit his partner had doubled on the five-
level.

Duboin put up dummy’s ace, led a heart
to the ace and played a second heart, plan-
ning to ruff a third round of hearts in
dummy, if necessary, and so make the slam.

Hamman won the second heart with the
jack and, knowing what Duboin did not
know — that the trumps were divided 4-0
— cleverly continued with the king of
hearts.

Duboin ruffed with dummy’s jack to fore-
stall a potential overruff by East and then
cashed the ace, learning that he had to lose
a trick to Hamman’s ten for down one.

Had Duboin cashed the ace or jack of
spades before starting the hearts, he would
have uncovered the trump situation and
would have had an easy time making the
slam.

At the other table, the U.S. North-South
pair stopped conservatively in four spades,
making five for a score of 450 points. This,
added to the 200 gained at the other table,
gave the U.S. a pickup of 12 IMPs. Had
Duboin played a high trump from dummy
at trick two, however, Italy would have
gained 15 IMPs and would have won the
world title by 26.
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