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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Crossword
ACROSS 35 Pack DOWN 16 Costume
1 Legisla- quantity 1 They do 20 Aloof
tion 36 Limerick, the hole 23 Addict
4 Played e.g. job 24 Myanmar
Simon 37 Cartoonist 2 Fireside neighbor
Says Charles occur- 25 Region
8 “The — 39 One of rence 26 Heming-
on the the 3 Go sight- way
Floss” swarm seeing sobriquet

12 Owl's 40 Poolroom 4 Stick 27 —tea
query? need 5 Pepper- 28 Four-

13 “What's 41 Starta mint channel
My Line?” new para- candy sound
host graph 6 “Xanadu” 29 Clinton’s

14 Vacillate 45 Llama band, for instru-

15 Actor territory short ment
Charles 48 Inventor 7 The 32 Smart

17 Wishes Charles Carring- aleck
undone 50 Source ton 33 Indigent

18 Thorough- 51 Involved saga 35 Dallas
fare with 8 Christmas sch.

19 Melody 52 Phony gift 36 Merchant

21 Take a story 9 Debtor’'s 38 Keen
shot 53 Never letters 39 Flora and

22 Cartoonist again? 10 Caustic fauna
Charles 54 Datebook solution 42 Erstwhile

26 Durable duration 11 Part of elvers
ribbed 55 Crafty UCLA 43 Appre-
fabric ; . ; hend

29 Pigs’ FSolutlon time: 25 mLmOs.P 44 “South
digs o tlalo Park”

30 Paulo B SR co-creator
preceder [s TIE[R Parker
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yet” AlTIA NIEIT employee

32 Method E e 46 A billion

33 Night AlL|B ElsS years
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: A NEW SHARP
CHEESE IS NOW MASS-PRODUCED IN
SCOTLAND, CALLED LOCH NESS MUENSTER.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals L
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ACROSS 40 Cube 2 Rain- 24 Cable
1 Come creator delay guide
down in Rubik need abbr.
buckets 420ne ofus 3 Bendina 25 Altar con-
6 Algebra 44 Fish-eye, river stellation

answers e.g. 4 Carnival 26 Daffodils’

12 Incoordi- 46 Bit of city kin
nation blas- 5 Cuffs 28 Thanks-

13 Actress phemy 6 — giving, e.g.
Bynes 50 John’s mecum 30 “Fables in

14 — “Grease” 7 Improve Slang”
dioxide co-star 8 Part of author

15 Draft 52 Orna- UNLV 31 Q queue

16 Glitch in mental 9 Without 33 Columbus
print flower rival pennant

17 Congre- 54 Banks 10 Advan- letters
gation’s (on) tage 34 Lodge
cry 55 Ancient 11 Writer 39 Green-

19 Abbr. 56 Fluores- George — card
after a centred 12 Take carrier
proof dye steps 41 Respond-

20 Texas (Var.) 18 Wet ed to
city 57 Mountain 21 Answer, pyrotech-

22 R&B’'s — air? on nics
Hill “Jeop- 42 Bygone

24 Trump DOWN ardy!” times
casino 1 Command 23 Catcher’s 43 Bread
hotel to Rover place? spread

27 Skirt Solution time: 27 mins. 45 Relaxa-
feature ATCTT tion

29 Sopho- wlHlo 47 Sunblock
more, for [C[alu ingredi-
one TR ent

32 “Suddenly Z| 48 Money
Susan” o drawer
star 49 Conned

35 Without 51 Evening

36 Dazzle EIN|T hour on a

37 Neverthe- E[A[R sundial
less L|1[E] 53 Once

38 Sine-non S|LIY upon a
link Yesterday’s answer 5-8 time
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Bridge
Bidding Quiz

Youare South, not vulnerableagainst vulnerabl e
opponents. The bidding has been:
South West North East

INT Pass Pass Dble

Pass Pass 2D  Pass

Pass 2H Pass Pass

?

What wouldyou now bidwitheach of thefol low-
ing four hands?

1. SK3HKJ109D Q85CAQJ2
2.SKQ6HA4D J973CAQX5
3.SKQ65HA8D QJ7CKQJ3

4.SAK4H J1093D Q2 CAQ6

* k k k%

1. Pass. Youcan'tfight city hall. Partner obviously
has abad hand. He passed your opening notrump
bid, rescued one notrump doubl ed and then passed
West’s two-heart bid. He might have two or three
high-card points, but that’s about the most you can
expect. Itwould bewrongto double, sinceyou have
Nno assurance you can beat two hearts, or to bid two
notrump or threediamonds. You standtolosemore
than you can gain by taking further action.

2. Threediamonds. Thesameobservationsabout
partner’shand apply here also, but with thisdistri-
bution there isamuch firmer basis for competing
with araiseto threediamonds.

Your potential losersaretwo diamonds, aspade,
aheartandaclub. Itisunlikely that threediamonds
can bedefeated morethan atrick, while East-West
can probably maketwo hearts. Obviously, downone
at threediamonds, whether doubled or not, isbetter
than two hearts bid and made.

3. Three diamonds. Here, also, it is better not tc
give up. True, partner might not have aface card,
but even so, it is hardly likely he will be defeated
morethan onetrick. All heneedsisfiveor six dia-
mondsto the 10-9to haveachancefor eight tricks.

Of course, partner might have a better hand anc
make ninetricks, but that isnot the primary reason
for bidding three diamonds. As before, the oppo-
nentsarelikely to makeat least two hearts, and you
have a chance of stopping them without great risk
toyour side.

4, Pass. You haveto stay put inthiscase, because
thereisnoway of safely contestingthebidding fur-
ther. Your potential losersinadiamond contract are
aspade, two hearts, two diamonds and one or twa
clubs. A raiseindiamondscouldthereforeleadtoe
two- or three-trick set, whichwould proveespecially
expensiveif you were doubled.

Another reason for passing is that, with your
trump holding and top tricks, you might be abletc
defeat two hearts.

Tomorrow: It'sareal problem.

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
» Q85
¥10852
¢®J 1095
*f A Q
WEST EAST
®»J109 74 P K 632
¥3 ¥ 94
® 87 ® 432
P 83765 oK 1094
SOUTH
“@®» A
YAKQIJ76
®* A KQG®G6
o3 2
The bidding:
South West North East
2 ¥ * Pass 2 NT Pass
3 ¥ Pass 4 @ Pass
4 & Pass 5 & Pass
7 @
* strong, artificial
Opening lead — jack of spades.

It’'saReal Problem

It's not easy to see how South can make seven
hearts against an opening spade lead on thisdeal.

Playerswho enjoy double-dummy problems —
whichmeansthat declarer ispermittedtoseeall four
hands — are welcome to struggle with this one.
Obviously, if South staked the outcome on a club
finesse, which would beareasonablethingtodoin
actual play, hewould go down one.

Butif declarer omnisciently decidesthat East has
both black kings, he can make the contract agai nst
any defense. Hewinsthejack of spadeswiththeace
and plays five rounds of trumps, discarding
dummy’s queen of clubs on the last one! When he
then cashesthe A-K-Q of diamonds, this becomes

the position:;
North SQ8—D J—CA
West East
S 109 SK6CJ8—CK10

South H6—D6—C 32

Now Southleadsadiamondtothejack. West can-
not afford to discard the spade nine, because if he
does, declarer will lead thequeenfrom dummy, trap-
ping East’sking and West'sten to maketheeight &
trick. So West discardsaclub.

Dummy winsthediamond, and East now feel sthe
pinch. He cannot discard the spade six because
Southwill ruff theeight, fellingthekingto makethe
gueen atrick. So East discardsthe club ten.

Declarer thereupon cashes the ace of clubs and
scoresthelast two trickswith the six of trumpsand
deuce of clubs!
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHY IS THE
WORLD'S ~ SMALLEST ~ PRISON  DUBBED
“THE PARAMECIUM™? IT ONLY HAS ONE CELL.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: O equals E
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www familycircus.com

“They’re not gray hairs, dear. Those

are Silver Badges for Motherly Valor.”
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“Mommy, will you write ‘Happy Mother’s
Day’ on here? But don’t look at it!”




