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Prison ordeal just
might be the straw

The horrific treatment of Iragi prisoners of war by
American military personnel goesbeyondtroubling. It’s
sick. And the photos showing smiling Americans as
though these are acts proudly proclaimed leave little
wiggle room when it comes to applying whatever pun-
ishment ishanded out.

We only hopeit isn’t some non-commissioned officer
that eventually becomesthescapegoat. Thisgoesupmuch
higher on the chain of command.

There is much finger pointing going on, especially
among those with commissioned status. And thegeneral
in charge of the 16 prisonsfailed to make a compelling
casewhen sheallowed herself to beinterviewed ontele-
vision thisweek.

Weguessif headsaretoroll, they havetostart withthose
wearing stars on their shoulders. After all those are the
classof military peoplewhocomeinfor al thepraiseand
glory when successisproclaimed. Now, withthisutterly
disgusting turn of events, they must sharetheburden, the
shame.

Donald Rumsfeld, secretary of defense, is appearing
before abunch of unhappy campers— senatorsand rep-
resentatives — as thisis being written this morning. It
won'tbeacordial stageonwhichhewill perform. A grill-
ing of unheard magnitudeis promised.

Should heresign? Democrats on Capitol Hill are gen-
erally inagreement that he should. Republicanson Capi-
tol Hill aresilent. Thisisan election year and the path to
the White House is being riddled by several weighty is-
sues. Prison tortureisjust the latest. Unfortunately, this
ordeal will becomeacampaignissue, instead of amatter
of justice being rendered in an unjust circumstance.

Perhapsthis case won't be decided until Nov. 2, when
the votersgo to the polls. They will be thejudge and the
jury — and who would have ever guessed that mistreat-
ment of war prisonersby A mericanmilitary peoplewould
bethe deciding straw in the battle for the White House.
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IT HURTS UP
HERE, DoC-

OK...FLL MAKE THE
INCISION HERE.

That parklng lot cracks me up

I WAS glad to read where the local school
boardislookingintothedeteriorating condition
of the parking | ot at the high school. Onewould
generally assume that most of the district’s pa-
trons— | don’tlikethat word patrons, but that’s
what they arecalled—wouldn’t know therewas
aproblemif they hadn’t been reading the news-
paper, in this case this newspaper.

| usetheparkinglotasmy placetowalk. Morn-
ingsand evenings. I’ vebeenwalking for alot of
yearsandwhen| moved herel looked aroundfor
what | figured to be a safe walking area. What
better place then a good size parking lot well
lighted?

I’ ve been watching those cracks grow from
littlethingsinto adulthood. It waspuzzling. | am
not aparking lot expert, other than using them
to park in and in the case of the one at the high
school, towalk around. | would noticetemporary
repairstaking place at varioustimeswondering
what theresult wouldbe. Not muchtowritehome
about. Theparkinglotisn'toldand | don’tknow
what kind of lifeonewoul d expect out of apark-
ing lot that is used nine months out of the year.
But this one is getting ugly. From the street it
doesn’t look bad, but when you get a close up
look, it’sbad. I’msurethisisn’ttheonly publicly
owned parking lot to show wear and tear just a
few yearsinto existence.

It' [ probably cost atidy sum of money to get
it done right, but the question arises, “What's
right?’ Stan Molstad, the president of our local
school boardisright ontarget with hiscomment
at theboard meeting that they (theboard) should
at least get someone with expertiseto look at it
andthenget anideaof how muchthework would
actually cost. I’ d hate to see us put giant Band-
Aids all over the parking lot to simply hold it
together until something more substantial could
be bankrolled.

But regardless, | still likemy privatewalking
lot.

FOR those of you so fortunate to have a
Mother, pleaseremember her on her special day

Tom Dreiling

e My
Turn

Sunday. Treat her liketheQueen sheis. Takeher
out to dine, and if that’s not possible spend the
day with her, bring dinner in. Makeit amemo-
rable Mother’s Day. We who do not enjoy the
loveand company of aM other, know sowell that
Mothers don't last forever, but, oh!, how we
wishthey did. Pamper her. She’snot just Queen
for aDay, but Queen Forever. Happy Mother’s

Day!

ANOTHER sort of goofy commercial onthe
tubeisthe one pushing anew kind of shaver for
removing leg hair. It showsthisgal effortlessly
shaving her leg as the hand held contraption
buzzesoff thehair. Thevoiceover saysit'sper-
fect for usein the privacy of your home. Now,
folks, areweto assumefromthat comment that
most women shavetheir legsinthetown square?
Duh?!

| F youareadog lover youwill lovethis:

Ther easonadoghas sonany fri endsi st hat
hevagshi stai | i nsteadof hi stongue. -Aony-
nous

Don' t accept your dog’ sadnir ati onas con-
cl usi veevi dencet hat youarewonderful . -
Landers

I f therearenodogsi nHeaven, t henwhenl
di el vant togovheret heyvent. - W Fogers

Therei snopsychi atri st i ntheworl dl i kea
puppy | i cki ngyour face. - Ben

Wilians

Adogi stheonl ythi ngoneart ht hat | ovesyou
nor et hanhel oveshi nsel f. - JoshB 11 ngs

Theaver agedogi sani cer persont hant he

aver age per son. - Ady Fooney

Ve gi vedogsti newecanspar e, spacewecar
spareand| ovewecanspar e. Andi nret urn, dogs
gveustheral. It’ sthebest deal nanhasever
nade. - M Ackl am

Dogs| ovethei r fri endsandhi tet hel r enemnes,
qui teunl i kepeopl e, whoar ei ncapabl eof pure
| oveandal ways havetomi x| oveandhat e. -
S gmund A eud

| vonder i f ot her dogst hi nkpoodl esarenem
bersof avei rdreligiouscul t. - RtaRuaher

Dogsneedtosni ff theground; it’ showt hey
keepabr east of current events. Thegroundi sa
gi ant dognevspaper, contai ni ngal | ki nds of
| & e-breski ngdognevsi tens, wii ch, i f theyare
especi d | yurgert, aredftencorti nuedi nt henext
yard. - aveBarry

If | haveanybel i ef sabout i nmartality, itis
that certai ndogs| haveknownw || got oheaven,
andvery, veryfewpersons. - Janes Thur ber

I f your dogi sfat, youaren't getti ngenough
exerci se. - Uhknown

VWnenandcat sw | | doast hey pl ease, and
nenand dogs shoul dr el axandget usedt ot he
idea - Rbert A Hinen

Seak sof t| yandownabi g, nean Dober nan.
- DaveM i nan

Dogsarenat our whdl el i fe, but t hey nakeour
l'iveswhal e. - Fger Gras

I f yout hi nkdogscan' t court, tryputti ngthree
doghi scui t si nyour pocket andt hengi vi ngH do
onl ytwoof them - Fhi | Rast oret

GUY acrossthe street signed up for an exer-
cise class and was told to wear loose-fitting
clothing. He said, “If | had any loose-fitting
clothing, | wouldn’t have signed up for thi:
class!”

HAVE agood evening and agood weekend
How about joining your Mother at church this
weekend?

Tom Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press
His column appear s Wednesdays and Fridays

Mom wouldn't have said that

Mother’sDay stuff and afew other itemswere
inthiscolumn’se-mail for sharing with youto-
day. Enjoy! - td

ThingsMom Would Never Say

1. “How on earth can you seethe TV sitting
so far back?’

2."“Yeah, | used to skip school alot, too”

3."“Just leave all thelightson ... it makesthe
houselook more cheery”

4.“Letmesmell that shirt -— Yeah, it'sgood
for another week”

5.“Go ahead and keep that stray dog, honey.
I'll beglad to feed and walk him every day”

6.“Well, if Timmy’smomsaysit'sOK, that's
good enough for me.”

7.“Thecurfew isjust ageneral timeto shoot
for. It's not like I’m running a prison around
here.”

8.“1 don’'thaveatissuewithme...just useyour
Sleeve’

9.“Don’t bother wearing ajacket—thewind-
chill isbound to improve”

Mother’sDay Trivia

* The youngest mother whose history is au-
thenticated is LinaMedina, who delivered a6-
pound boy by cesarean sectioninLima, Peruin
1939, at anageof 5yearsand 7 months. Thechild
was raised as her brother and only discovered
that Linawas his mother when hewas 10.

* BobbieM cCaughey isthemother who holds
therecord for themost surviving childrenfrom
asingle birth. She gave birth to the first set of
surviving septuplets— four boysandthreegirls
— on November 19, 1997, at the University
Hospital, lowa. Conceived by invitrofertiliza-
tion, the babies were delivered after 31 weeks
by caesarean in the space of 16 minutes.

» JayneBleackley isthemother who holdsthe
recordfortheshortestinterval betweentwo chil-
dren born in separate confinements. She gave
birthto Joseph Robert on September 3, 1999, and
Annie Jessica Joyce on March 30, 2000. The
babieswere born 208 days apart.

» ElizabethAnn Buttleisthemother whoholds
the record for the longest interval between the
birth of two children. Shegavebirthto Belinda
on May 19,1956 and Joseph on November 20,
1997. The babies were born 41 years 185 days
apart. Themother was60yearsoldwhenher son
Joseph was born.

TD

® At
Week’s
End

* The highest officially recorded number of
childrenborntoonemotheris69, tothefirstwife
of Feodor Vassilyev (1707-1782) of Shuya,
Russia. Between 1725and 1765, inatotal of 27
confinements, shegavebirthto 16 pairsof twins,
seven sets of triplets, and four sets of quadru-
plets. 67 of them survived infancy.

» Themodernworld recordfor givingbirthis
held by Leontina Albina from San Antonio,
Chile. Leontina claims to be the mother of 64
children, of which only 55 of them are docu-
mented. Sheislistedinthe1999 GuinnessWorld
Records but dropped from | ater editions.

Andyouthought your two kidsat homewere
achallenge.

Powerful Message
Oneday, amanwentto visitachurch. Hegot

thereearly, parked hiscar, and got out. Another
car pulledup near andthedriver got out and said,
“1 always park there! You took my place!”

The visitor went inside for Sunday School,
found an empty seat and sat down. A young lady
from the church approached him and stated,
“That's my seat! Youtook my place!”

Thevisitor was somewhat distressed by this
rude welcome, but said nothing. After Sunday
School, the visitor went into the sanctuary and
sat down. Another member walked up to him
and said, “That'swhere| alwayssit! You took
my place!” Thevisitor waseven moretroubled
by thistreatment, but still He said nothing.

Later asthe congregation was praying for
Christtodwell amongthem, thevisitor stood up,
and his appearance began to change. Horrible
scars became visible on his hands and on his
sandaled feet.

Someonefromthe congregationnoticed him
and called out, “What happened to you?’ The
visitor replied, as his hat became a crown of
horns, and atear fell from hiseye, “| took your
place.”

Fast Thinkers

Here's proof that kids in grade school think
fast:

TEACHER: Why areyou late?

BOB: Because of thesign.

TEACHER: What sign?

BOB: The onethat says, “ School Ahead, Gc
Slow.”

TEACHER: Cindy, why are you doing your
math multiplication on the floor?

CINDY: You told me to do it without using
tables!

TEACHER: John, how do you spell “croco-
dile?

JOHN: K-R-O-K-O-D-A-I-L”

TEACHER: No, that’swrong

JOHN: Maybeit’swrong, but you asked me
how | spell it!

TEACHER: Whatisthechemical formulafor
water?

SARAH:HIJKLMNO!

TEACHER: What are you talking about?

SARAH: Yesterday you said it’sH to O!

TEACHER: Willie,nameoneimportant thing
wehavetoday that wedidn’'t havetenyearsago.
WILLIE: Mée!

TEACHER: Tommy, why do you alwaysget
sodirty?

TOMMY:Well,I’malot closer totheground
thanyou are.

TEACHER: “George Washington not only
chopped down hisfather’scherry tree, but al s
admitted doing it. Now do you know why his
father didn’t punish him?’

JOHNNY: “Because George still had the ax
inhishand.”

TEACHER: What do you call a person who
keeps on talking when people are no longer in-
terested?

PAUL: A teacher.

*kk*k*k

Got something to sharewith our readers* At
Week's End?” E-mail it to td@nwkansas.com,
mail it to 155 W, 5th, Colby 67701 or fax 462-
7749.



