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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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e Dear Abby

DEARABBY: | have been mar-
riedto”Ron” for 11years. Through-
out our marriage he has been un-
faithful. Wehavethreechildrenun-
derage12.1 work aminimum-wage
job and have no family, nowhereto
go, and no onetoturnto.

A few months ago, Ron brought
home a sexually transmitted dis-
ease, which he gave to me. | feel
trapped, alone and terribly de-
pressed. | realizethe children must
besensingmy tensionand pain. As
Ronisnot physically abusive, | can-
not gotoashelter, andthishastaken
atoll on my health and well-being.

Shouldl stay until I'mfinancially
ableto leave? Or should | flee now
and hopefor the best?

— LONELY AND SADIN
LOUISIANA

DEARLONELYAND SAD: If
you haven’t alr eady doneso, con-
tact your physician and betreated
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: IF A RAILROAD
ENGINEER BECOMES FAMOUS, I THINK HE
MIGHT BE CALLED A TRACK STAR.

Today’s Crvptoquip Clue; A equals C

assets, aswell ashis Social Secu-
rity,driver’slicenseand bank ac-
count numbers. Next, call the
National DomesticViolenceHot-
line: (800) 799-7233. Although
theremay not beroom for you at
ashdlter, they can helpyoufor mu-
latean“ escapeplan.” Oncethat’s
in place, consult an attor ney who
specializesin family law. You’ve
suffered enough.

DEARABBY: My 19-year-old
son was killed by a drunk driver.
Garrett was hit at freeway speed as
hegot out of adisabled vehiclethat
had been blocked by aflatbed tow
truck withitslightsflashing.

Thedrunk driver went aroundthe
tow truck and never slowed down.
He already had a prior DUI from
sevenyearsago. Frommy research,
the laws are too easy on these
people.

Offendersaregetting fiveyears,
often reduced to oneor two or com-
munity service, for taking aninno-

cent life. The vehicle is their
weapon. Thisshould be second-de-
greemurder, not manslaughter.

How can we get the laws
changed? Whom do we contact to
get results?

Itwon't bringmy wonderful, lov-
ing son back, but theseverdictsare
nothingbut aslaponthewristtothe
drunk drivers, and aslapintheface
to familieswho losetheir children.
My sonwasmy best friend. Hehad
hiswhole life ahead of him. This
man took it away because he made
thechoicetodrink anddrive. Please,
Abby, help me make adifference.

— GRIEVING MOTHER,
SANTA ROSA, CALIF

DEAR GRIEVING MO-
THER: | offer my deepest sympa-
thy for thetragiclossof your son.
One way to channel your grief
would betojoin a community of
other grieving parentswho are
alsodeterminedtoput moreteeth
intothepunishment meted out to
repeat offenders.

| recently becameamember of
the advisory board of Mothers
Against Drunk Driving(MADD).
Itisanon-profit, grassrootsor ga-
nizationthat’saleader inthefight
againstdrunk drivingand under-
agedrinking.

Because of MADD, morethan
2,300 anti-drunk driving laws
have been passed, public aware-
nesshasincreased, and thousands
of drunk-drivingvictimshavere-
celved assistance. Withtheir help,
you can work within your own
community to change the laws
regarding repeat offendersin

Bridge

East dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

your state. Thetoll-freenumber i
(800) 438-6233, and the Web site
iswww.MADD.org. Call and you
will receivethesupport you need.

DEARABBY: Today isMother’s
Day and I’m feeling rather down.
Eightyearsago, | found out thejoy-
ousnewsthat | wasexpecting. Fol-
lowingthat, adevastatingthing hap-
pened in my life. | was brutally
raped. | gave birth prematurely —
at 51/2 months— and my daughter
passed away three hourslater.

Abby, | feel that although | didn’t
havethejoy of raising my daughter,
| am amother nonethel ess.

Shehasanameand | think of her
daily. A good friend of mine dis-
agrees. Shesays|’mnot amom be-
cause | have no living children tc
show off. She hastold some of our
mutual friends that I'm “not all
there” upstairs.

Could you tell me how to deal
withthistactfully?l wouldalsolike
towishaHappy Mother’'sDaytoall
thosewhohavelost childrentomis-
carriage and stillbirth.

— STILLAMOM INALBU-
QUERQUE

DEAR STILL AMOM: Clip
thisletter and giveit to your
“friend,” who doesn’t sound like
much of afriend tome. You ARE
amother —you’'rethemother of
an angel.

Editor’snote: Dear Abbyiswrit-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, alsc
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at www.-
Dear Abby.comor P.O. Box 69440,
LosAngeles, Calif. 90069.
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Opening lead — ace of diamonds.

FamousHanua

Induplicate bridge, if you bid and make
six hearts vulnerable, you score 1,430
points. If your opponents sacrificeagainst
thesamand godown 1,400 points, they get
thebest of theexchange. The 30 pointsthey
save would be meaningless in rubber
bridge, but in apair game, where every
point counts, the 30-point savings can be
highly significant.

GeorgeRapee, oneof thegame'sall-time
greats, once held the West hand in a pair
event. He got to six hearts — and would
have made seven — but South, a coura-
geoussoul, bid six spades. Rapee doubl ed
and led the ace and another diamond. East
won and cashed the K-10 of heartsbefore
playing theking of diamondsat trick five.

When declarer ruffed with the nine,
Rapeediscarded aclub! Thisextraordinary
play worked like acharm. Declarer could
not conceive of Rapee holding the king of
spadesand not overruffing, sohenaturally
placed East with that card.

Accordingly, when declarer next led the
jack of spades and Rapee followed low,
South rose with the ace on the basis that
nothing could be gained by finessing and
that he would escape atrump loser if East
had started with the singleton king.

But East showed out, and declarer real-
ized — too late — that he’ d been had.
Rapeewonthespadecontinuationwiththe
kingand, havingdiscardedoneclub, ledhis
remaining one. East took the ace and re-
turned a club, which Rapee ruffed, and
South was carted off to the tune of 1,700
points.

Had Rapeeoverruffedthenineof spades
with the king, he would have beaten the
contract only 1,400 points and wound up
withamediocrescore. Asit was, hegot an
ice-cold top.

Tomorrow: It’sall in the spots.
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