Thursday —

May 13, 2004

o>0¢

Volume 115, Number 76
Serving Thomas County since 1888

Blockage
of order
sought

By JOHN MILBURN

Associated Press Writer
TOPEKA (AP) — Attorneysfor
the state have asked the Kansas
Supreme Court to block a district
judge’s order that public schools
closethisfall unlesslegislatorsre-
vise the state’'s education funding
system.

The request Wednesday came a
day after afinal order issued by
Shawnee County District Judge
Terry Bullock, who said Kansas
needsto fix what he hasidentified
as unconstitutional flawsin the
state’s school finance formula.

Attorneys representing the state
called Bullock’s order “disruptive
and damaging” tothepublic school
system.

“There is absolutely no legiti-
matereasonwhy suchanorder must
beentered beforethiscourtreviews
the interim order,” the attorneys
wrote.

TheSupremeCourt will consider
whether togrant thestay withintwo
weeks, said court spokesman Ron
Keefover.

Whitney Watson, spokesmanfor
Attorney General Phill Kline, said
the request for a stay of Bullock’s
order would befollowed by an ap-
peal of thefinal ruling.

The Kansas Supreme Court is
expected to hear the appeal in Sep-
tember.

Meanwhile, Gov. Kathleen Se-
beliusplanned to discussschool fi-
nanceissuesduring anewsconfer-
ence earlier today.

A December rulingfromBullock
that theexisting school financesys-
temis"inadequateandinequitable”
and therefore unconstitutional al-
ready hasbeen appeal ed tothestate
Supreme Court.

In his ruling Tuesday, Bullock
said he contemplates issuing an-
other order requiring stateand | ocal
officials to “cease and desist the
expenditure of funds” for public
elementary and secondary schools
after June 30.

Thus, the judge’sactionswould
not affect school s’ current academic
year.

Warming trend

Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea

Tonight...Becoming partly
cloudy. Lows in the 30s. North
winds 5 to 15 mph and gusty.
Friday...Partly cloudy. Warmer.
Highsinthemid 60s. West winds
around 5 mph shifting to the
southeast 5to 15mphintheafter-
noon. Friday night...Partly
cloudy. Lows in the mid 40s.
Southeast winds 10 to 20 mph.
Saturday...Partly cloudy. A 20
percent chance of thunderstorms
intheafternoon. Breezy. Highsin
the upper 70s. Southwinds15to
25mph. Satur day night through
Sunday night...Partly cloudy.
Windy. Highs near 80. Lowsin
the upper 40s.

Thenumbers

Wednesday’ high, 70

Low thismorning, 35

Recordsfor May 13,99in1962
and 26 in 1966

Year ago today, 82 and 46

Precipitation past 24 hours,
0.18

May total, 0.27

Soil temperature, 70

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and other
numbersarefrom the Northwest
Research-Extension Center,
Colby. A recorded forecast up-
datedthroughout theday isavail-
able by calling (785) 899-7119.
Current temperatures are avail-
ableby calling 460-TEMP.

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

A pieceof historyisondisplay
in Oakley.

The replica of the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial in Washing-
ton, D.C. with morethan 58,000
namesof Americanswhodiedin
Southeast Asiaison display un-
til Sunday. The wall is standing
at theAnnie Oakley Park.

Larry Rowlison with Oakley
VFW Post 2981 hel ped bring the
wall to the community. A Viet-
nam veteran himself, he said he
hopesit’s a moving experience
for people who seeit.

“Northwest Kansas is good
about supporting all the veter-
ans,” he said. “Thisisaway of
saying thank you.”

He said soldiers returning
home from Vietnam didn’t get

of loved ones on the Moving Wall yesterday in Oakley. The wall,
areplicaofthe Vietham Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C.,

Moving Wall arrives in Oakley

thesametreatment whenthey came
home, unlikesoldierscoming back
fromWW | and I and Korea.

“They werenot welcomed home
at all,” Rowlison said. “Thisisa
way of healing all the wounds and
bringingusall together asagroup.”

He said bringing the wall to
Oakley was a community and
county-wide effort.

The Oakley Fire Department
hel ped by holdingastreet danceand
also a spaghetti supper to raise
money. Also, they’ ve sold t-shirts,
mugsandlicenseplatesandaretak-
ing donations.

Rowlison said they madeacom-
mitment to raise all the money in-
side the county and they managed
toaccomplishthat goal.

He said the wall waslast in the
area 14 yearsago when it was dis-
played in Atwood and hopesit’s

Travis Egbert and Lottie Gartland of Grinnell looked for names bearsthe name of the more than 58,000 Americans who lost their
lives in Southeast Asia. The wall is on display at Annie Oakley

Park until Sunday.

second appearance in northwest
Kansas bringsin many people.

“We've had people from Ne-
braskaalready andthere’sgoingto
bemore,” Rowlison said.

Thewall isn’t the only thing on
display.

The Living Memorial Museum
ran by curator Dennis Brown of
Inmanand hisbrother Kent Dibleof
Colbyissetupontheball fieldsnot
far fromthewall.

Onexhibitaremany artifactscol-
lected by Brown or donated to the
museum, including many examples
of itemsused in Vietham or repre-
sentative of what soldiers used.
Brown said healso hasmany items
fromWW | and |1, Korea and the
last two Persian Gulf conflicts, al-
thoughtheemphasisison Vietham.

Gear, clothing and weapons are
part of the exhibit and Brown said
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there are also some civilian
itemsincluded.

Rowlison said another dis-
play is “Faces on the Wall,”
whichfeaturespicturesof some
of thesoldierswhodiedinViet-
nam. He said it's the first time
that exhibit hasbeeninwestern
Kansas.

Thereasoisadisplay at the
Fick Fossil Museum related to
the wall and other exhibits go-
ing on.

Rowlison said everyone is
invitedtotakepartinthefestivi-
ties and view the exhibits, in-
cludingschool and churchorga-
nizations, families and anyone
elsewho wantsto come.

“For Oakley, thisisgoing to
beonceinalifetime,” hesaid.

For information, call (785)
672-0030.

A 1996
grad will
give talk

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Colby High School commence-
ment ceremonies will be held at 3
p.m., Sunday, in
the Colby Com-
munity Build-
ing. Thisyear's
speaker, said
Brian Kraus,
highschool prin-
cipal, will be

Michael ‘
Schwanke, who 1_1
graduated from Schwanke
Colby in 1996

and now isanewsanchor on Chan-
nel 11 at Wichita.

Some 77 studentsareeligiblefor
graduation, Kraus said, with the
ceremony toincludeaperformance
by the high school band and choir,
speechesfromtheval edictoriananc
salutatorian and presenting diplo-
mas.

Prior to graduation, therewill be
aBaccal aureate Service, Sponsorec
by the Thomas County Ministerial
Alliance, at 1:30 p.m. Sunday inthe
LittleTheater at the Colby Commu-
nity Building.

All Colby High School seniors
and their families are invited anc
encouragedtoattendthisevent, saic

Colby Wesleyan Pastor GeneRoth-
fuss, who will be delivering the
message.

“Thisserviceisatimeof encour-
agement,” hesaid, “andafreeBible
will beavailableto the graduates.”

Asfortheeligiblegraduates, Su-
perintendent Kirk Nielsen said it
takeshardwork for studentsto com-
plete high school.

Colby students, he said, need tc
earn 24 creditsfor graduation.

“It’s been that way for alot of
years,” he said. “That's two more
than most districtsrequire.”

The seniors were in classes
through Wednesday and after
school went through apracticecer-
emony. All other high school stu-
dentswill beinschool through Fri-
day, May 21.

For questions, call 460-5300.

New Colby city ordinance undergoes tests

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

One of the newer ordinancesre-
cently approved by thecity council
had its first application at last
week’ smeeting when two residen-
tial propertieswerecitedasbeingin
violation of code.

Thegoal of thenew environmen-
tal code isto make sure properties
appear better kept, said Carolyn
Armstrong, city manager. It was
also necessary to changethecity’s
ordinanceto meet the state statutes
for dealingwiththesetypesof prob-
lems, shesaid.

Thetwostructureswereat 775S.
Lincoln, owned by Joan Griggs, and
at 405 W. Ash, which is owned by
Norman and Betty Behring.

After talking with the owners or
representative of both properties,
the council voted unanimously to
moveforward ontheprocessat the
S. Lincoln property and tabled any
further actionat theW. Ashlocation
until alater meeting.

Armstrong said both properties
fitthecriteriaof beinginviolation

of theordinanceandwhenthecoun-
cil determinesaproperty isinvio-
lation, Mayor Warren Hixson will
thensignanorder of violation. That
order givestheowner 15daystofix
an exterior yard violation, 45 days
to alleviate an exterior structure
violation and if requested 15 days
to request a hearing with the gov-
erning body to include council
members, the mayor, city manager
and city attorney.

Prompted by complaints, Doug
Lewis, thecity’scodeenforcement
officer, visited both locations and
filled out areport noting deteriora-
tion and the lack of any aesthetic
value.

At the 775. S. Lincoln property,
L ewissaidtherewasan abandoned
vehicle, along with a bicycle, and
variousother larger personal prop-
erty itemsscattered and accumul at-
inginthebackyardwith no particu-
lar order. Structurally, he noticed
boarded up windows and the out-
sidestairswerein need of repair.

The property at 405 W. Ash,
while not riddled with junk-type

depositsintheyard, Lewisdidnote
in hisreport that there are some
structural concernsidentifyingvis-
ible holes cut in the roof and side
walls, along with the fence and
stepsto thebuilding in disrepair.

Healso noted that thebuilding at
onetime had al so been used by the
firedepartmentfor trainingwiththe
understanding that it wasto betorn
down by the Behrings not long af-
ter those exercises.

Although Griggswasnot present
at the meeting, she did have arep-
resentative speak on her behalf.

“Mrs. Griggsisin the process of
purchasinganother homeand hopes
toknow more next week,” said her
son, Gerald Griggs. Once she
moves out, he said, it is her inten-
tionto either sell or destroy the ex-
isting structure.

The council approved the order
of violationontheS. Lincoln prop-
erty, but Mayor WarrenHixsontold
Gerald Griggsto supply the coun-
cil with any new information or if
Griggs does enter into a new con-
tract to buy adifferent house.

Thestorage-type buildingonW.
Ash was not as cut and dry as the
other location. Armstrong saidthere
had been a misunderstanding be-
tween the owners and the fire de-
partment asto thefate of the struc-
ture.

The fire department was under
the impression that the Behrings
were planning to destroy the build-
ing sometimeafter thetraining ses-
sion. However, from what the
Behrings said at the council meet-
ing, theideaof tearingthestructure
down was not an option.

The Behrings explained that af-
ter the fire department had com-
pleted their fire safety extraction
trainingalmost ayear ago, theplace
“wasatotal disaster.”

Betty said shewasunder theim-
pression that no holeswould be cut
in the roof and the training would
not require them to knock out side
walls, which wasdone.

Sincethat time, Betty said, they
have made many repairstoinclude
anew roof, new interior heat and
electrical system and stucco work

as their donation after the fire de-
partment completed itstraining.

“We are not complaining about
repairing this building,” she said.
“Weallowedthefiredepartment tc
use the house for training in case
someday it could save someone's
life.”

As for the reason why the
Behringssaid they didn’t ever plan
on destroying the building, Betty
told thecouncil it would have been
too expensive to tear down the
shingleroof.

“Wenow usethebuilding strictly
for storage,” she said.

FireChief BobMcLemoresaidit
was aregional fire safety training
and hereally couldn’t say which of
thefiredepartmentsintheareawas
responsiblefor cutting holesin the
roof or sidewalls.

McLemore also said he must
have misunderstood the arrange-
ment. “We were under the impres-
sion that the Behrings planned tc
tear down the structure,” he said.

Following the discussion, the
council agreed to postpone action.
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Amusement meeting Monday
TheThomasCounty Amusement Associationwill meet at

8p.m., Monday, at the ThomasCounty Office Complex. With

2 1/2monthsleft beforefair time, preparationswill beamong
agendaitems. Everyoneiswelcometo attend.

Flea market donations needed

The Thomas County Alcohol and Drug Abuse Council is
sponsoring itsannual fleamarket. Asinyears past, organi z-
ersaretaking donations, which will betax deductible. Any-
onewhowouldliketo contribute candosoby droppingitems
off Saturday from 10a.m. to 3 p.m. at theold Taylor Motors
Building (nextto ServiceQil) 445N. Lake, Colby. Larger or
bulkier items can be picked up on request by calling the

ADAC office. Thisyear’sfleamarket will beheld Saturday,
May 22, at 8 a.m. For other questions, or to request a pick
up, call 462-6111.

Colby Collegecommencementnears

The Colby Community College will celebrate its 39th
annual commencement starting at 2 p.m., Saturday, in the
Colby Community Building. This year’'s commencement
speaker is Sen. Stephen Morris of Hugoton. In addition to
degreesand certificatesbeing presented to students, thehon-
orary associate degree will be given to Kenton and Sheila
Krehbiel. Other awards include the Mosier Award to the
year’soutstanding graduateand the Tangeman Award to the
college’sdistinguished teacher in 2004. For questions, call
Debbie Schwanke, 462-3984, ext. 249.

Scouts seeking donations
Two Colby girl scoutsfrom Troop 162 aremaking hygiene

and comfort disaster relief packagesto benefit the Thomas

County Red Cross.

tothepublic.

JessicaKennedy and Sarah Oesterreich, girl scouts, have
left boxes at Colby Photo, Pioneer Memorial Library, Col-
lege Drive Assembly, the Berean Church or the Colby Free
Press, for donationsuntil Friday, May 21. For questions, call
Deanna Oesterreich, 462-3267.

Fair board meeting tonight
TheThomasCounty Fair Boardwill meet at 8 p.m. tonight

at the 4-H Building at the fairgrounds. There are many olc

and new businessitemson the agenda. The meeting isopen
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