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Thewall
crowd IS
growing

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The Vietnam Moving Memo-
rial Wall on display in Oakley is
bringing in more peoplethan an-
ticipated. The wall is on exhibit
at Annie Oakley Park through
Sunday.

Larry Rowlison of Oakley
VFW Post 2981 and one of the
peoplewho hel ped bringthewall
to the area, said they’re pleased
withthenumbersof peoplecom-
ing out to see the wall and the
eventsplanned around it.

He said more than 1,000 peo-
ple showed up for the opening
ceremonies Wednesday night
and also for Thursday’s ceremo-
nies, which were moved to the
theater downtown becauseof the
weather. Rowlison said approxi-
mately 500 peoplewere on hand
for that.

“We were very pleased,” he
said. “People are still talking
about it downtown.”

They were only expecting
about 300 peoplefor theopening
night.

Rowlison said the reception
hasbeen positiveandfar exceeds

boost for the area because at the
command post they’ ve been re-
ferring people to Oakley, Colby
and Hays for museums, shop-
ping, eating and placesto stay.
Hesaid he'sexcited about how
thingshaveturned out and is ex-
pecting even more people for
eventstonight, includingabarbe-
cue at 5 p.m. which will be fol-
lowed by a quilt giveaway and
musi c performancesby thecom-
munity choir and others.
Eventsand other activitieswill
continue through Sunday.
Saturday, Rowlison said, isa

expectations. Hesaid it'sbeena |

day of silencefor peopletopay their
respectstoall Americanslosttowar.

Other exhibits in conjunction
with the wall display are also at
AnnieOakley Park. HesaidtheL iv-
ing Memorial Museumisprovingto
be apopular attraction with weap-
onsand otheritemssoldiersusedin
Vietnam as well as items used

against them.

Rowlison said there’'salsoadis-
play of picturesof Kansanswholost
their livesin Southeast Asiaaswell
as the Wall of Honor to which
peoplecanadd thenamesof anyone
they know currently servinginthe
military or has served in the past.
The Fick Fossil and History Mu-
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Volunteer Ray Banks of Wichita explains items left in front of the Vietnam Moving Memorial Wall
Wednesday at Oakley. The wall is on display until Sunday. Larry Rowlison, of the Oakley VFW
Post 2981, said more people than expected have shown up for various events planned around the
exhibit.

seum is also featuring a display
of items from WW | to the pre-
sent, including items recently
brought back by an Oakley doc-
tor whowasservingin Irag.

Forinformationoneventsorto
add aname to the wall, call the
command post at (785) 672-
0030.

Guns figure
In Thursday
arrest of three

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

A 20-year-old Colby manand his
brother were arrested early Thurs-
day morning after police were
calledtolook intoafight at the 1350
W. 4th St. apartment complex.

LandonFunk, 20, and hisbrother,
ClaytonFunk, 21, of Topeka, arein
the Thomas County jail awaiting
possible charges of aggravated as-
sault, criminal threat, carrying a
concealed weapon, unlawful dis-
charge of aweapon, possession of
marijuanawith intent to distribute
within1,000ft. of aschool, obstruc-
tion and criminal damage to prop-
erty, said Randy Jones, policechief,
on Thursday.

A911call cameinat 12:28am.,
Thursday, about afight at an apart-
ment complex and it was later re-
ported that a handgun had been
pulled during the altercation, he
said.

“As officerswere responding to
the call, another call was received
threeminuteslater sayingthat shots
had beenfiredinthevicinity of Fifth
Street and Copeland,” Jones said.

At that time, a Thomas County
deputy saw three peopleleaving a

2002 Ford pickupand running. Twe
of those peopleranto an apartment
at 520 N. Sterling.

Once the two men, later identi-
fied as Landon and Clayton Funk,
wereintheapartment, bothcity and
county officials surrounded the
building and talked the two broth-
ersout of the apartment.

Afterthearrest, asearchwarrant
was issued for the apartment and
pickup, said Jones.

Throughthewarrant, authorities
found two handguns, many rounds
of ammunition, many packages of
marijuana, scales, drug parapherna-
liaand money.

In addition to the items found,
Jones said shell casing were alsc
recovered at theapartment buil ding
on Fifth Street and Copeland.

The amount of marijuana and
money washot availabl e, but Jones
did say the investigation will con-
tinue with more interviews ex-
pected. No one was injured in the
mishap and other charges may be
forthcoming, he said.

The third person, who was with
the two brothers, has been identi-
fied, but no other information about
him was available today.

e P
i "
-~ "

Lo ¥y

Colby, Brewster, Golden
Plains graduates

. section
see today’s insert

N~
*

Thomas County board discusses barn damage on fairgrounds

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press
Damagetothenewly-sidedhorse
barn at the Thomas County Fair-
groundswasanissueat Thursday’s
fair board meeting.
Board president Stan Strange
said the west end of the barn was
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Much warmer

Colby, Oakley, Hoxiearea

Tonight...Partly cloudy.
:Lows in the 40s. South winds
10-20 mph. Saturday...Partly
cloudy. 20 percent chance for
thunderstorms. Highsin the up-
per 70s. Southwinds10-20 mph,
with gusts to 35. Saturday
night...Partly cloudy. 20 percent
chance for thunderstorms.
Southwest winds 20-30 mph.
Lowsinthe50s. Sunday...Partly
cloudy. A 20 percent chance of
thunderstormsin the afternoon.
Highs in the 80s. Southerly
winds 15-25 mph, decreasing to
5-15 later in he day. . Sunday
night ...Partly cloudy. Lowsin
thelower 50s..

The numbers: Thursday’s
high, 51; Low thismorning, 29;
Recordsfor May 14 97 in 1941
and 26 in 1953; Year ago today,
81 and 44; Precipitation past 24
hours, 0.00; May total, 0.27; Soil
temperature, 60

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and other
numbersarefromtheNorthwest
Research-Extension Center,
Colby. A recorded forecast up-
datedthroughout theday isavail-
able by calling (785) 899-7119.
Current temperatures are avail-
ableby calling 460-TEMP.

damaged sometime Wednesday.
“Someone backed into it,” he
said, adding no one reported the
incident tothefair board but hedid
turnit into the sheriff’soffice.
Strangesaid oneof thenew doors
is“pretty well destroyed” and the
door plate bel ow thedoor was split

and knocked away from the foun-
dation.

Hesaidthey don’t know yet how
muchthevalueof thedamageisbut
JeromeMazanec, whodidtheresid-
ing project onthefairground barns,
istryingtofind out.

In other business:

* The board approved the hiring
of Ron Neitzel of St. Francisto be
the judge for the demoalition derby
at this year’sfair. It will cost the
board $400 for hisservices.

* Strange said the queen’s barn
will be gone before the fair and
work onadding new electrical out-

letsfor campingsiteswill start soon.

» The board also will be holding
aspecia meetingat 2p.m.onTues-
day, May 25todiscussbuyinganew
mower.

Alsobriefly discussedwastheis-
sue of insurance for the home-
owned carnival. Strange asked

board member Darrel Dibleif there
was anything new on the situation
but he had nothing to report.

Dibleexplainedthecompany the
fair board had their carnival liabil-
ity insurance through wasrecently
soldtoanother company that won't
carry that kind of policy.

Colby couple receives flag flown over base in Kuwait

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

A Colby couplehasamemento of
afamily member’stime served in
the Middle East.

Elmer and Donna Lawver’s
daughter-in-law, Mgj. PhyllisLaw-
ver, sent the couple an American
flag that was flown over her camp
in November 2003.

Maj. Lawver, a nurse-practitio-
ner inthe U.S. Air Force, was sta-
tioned at Camp Wolverine in Ku-
wait for nearly four months before
coming homein late March.

Mr. Lawver said she waswork-
ing ina75-bed tent hospital where
American sick and wounded were
taken before being transported to
Germany.
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Commissioners to meet

The Thomas County Commissionerswill meet at 9 am.
Monday at thecourthouse. ItemsontheagendaincludeClair
Shrock from the county road department with public input
on the department’s five-year plan and landfill supervisor
Larry Jumper. The meeting isopen to the public.

College board to meet

She just wanted us to have it.”

Elmer Lawver,
said about getting the flag

Theflagwasflownoverthecamp
andMgj. Lawver hadit dedicatedto
them.

“She just wanted us to have it,”
her father-in-law said.

Hesaid“Phyllisdidn’ttalk much
about her experienceinKuwait, but
shedid send pictureshomeand did
relatealittleabout her first chopper
flight.”

Hesaid shesent homepicturesof
thetripwhichincludedtransporting

The Colby Community College Board of Trustees will
meet at 5 p.m. Monday intheboard room of theAdministra-

tion Building. Items on the agendainclude a vet tech/Kan-
sasStateUniversity report, approval of contractsand agree-
ments, softwareand licensing agreements, preliminary bud-
get, auditor bids, approve an application for federal grant,
capital outlay, air conditioning unit for the Cultural Arts
Center, payment of claimsand negotiations. Themeetingis

opentothepublic.

at 3p.m.

afemale soldier whose eyes were
wounded for treatment.

Mr. Lawver said she flew over
Baghdad, whichsherelated asquite
an experience.

ThelLawver’'sson, Lt. Col. John
Lawver, retired fromtheAir Force
onApril 3.

Hesaid hewasglad hiswifemade
it home for his retirement cer-
emony. Thecouplelivesin St. Paul,
Minn.

School board to meet
The Colby School Board will meet at 7 p.m. Monday in
theboard room at theAdministration Building. ltemsonthe
agendaincludethe consent agenda, reportsfrom the princi-
pals, superintendent and curriculum director, a curriculum
presentation, superintendent eval uati on process, educational
and out of district trips, the high school parking lot, 2004-
2005 orthopedic and sportsmedi cineagreement, 2004-2005
tentative board meeting dates and personnel matters.

Seniors welcome to Baccalaureate
The Thomas County Ministerial Alliance is once again
sponsoring Baccal aureate prior to the Colby High School
Commencement, Sunday, beginningat 1:30p.m.intheL.ittle
Theater at the Colby Community Building. Colby High
School’s graduation commencement ceremony will begin
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U.S. Air Force Maj. Phyllis Lawver, the daughter-in-law of EImer
and Donna Lawver, Colby, (far left) helped fold a flag in November
that was later given to the Lawvers.

Donations accepted Saturday

The Thomas County Alcohol and Drug Abuse Council i
taking donationsfor itsfleamarket later thismonth. Anyone
who would like to contribute can do so by dropping items
off Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the old Taylor Motors
Building (next to Service Oil) 445 N. Lake, Colby.

College graduation Saturday

The Colby Community College will celebrate its 39th

annual commencement starting at 2 p.m., Saturday, in the
Colby Community Building. This year’s commencement
speaker is Sen. Stephen Morris of Hugoton. In addition to
degreesand certificatesbeing presented to students, thehon-
orary associate degree will be given to Kenton and Sheile
Krehbiel. Other awards include the Mosier Award to the
year’soutstanding graduate and the Tangeman Award to the

college' s distinguished teacher in 2004.
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