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Crossword

Tod The Dinosaur • PR Condron

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

The Philosophy of Defense
In the normal course of events, a player will be

declarer in one deal out of four, dummy one deal out
of four, and a defender two deals out of four — which
means that a player is on defense twice as often as
he is on offense. Despite this obvious fact of bridge
life, the role of a defender does not receive anywhere
near the attention it deserves. To defend well is surely
as important as playing well as declarer.

Consider this deal, which illustrates the kind of
challenge a defender sometimes meets. South is in
four spades, and West leads a diamond. East wins
dummy’s king with the ace and must decide what to
do next.

His proper return is the four of trumps, after which
declarer must go down; with any other return, de-
clarer gets home safely. Moreover, East should work
out that the low trump return at trick two offers virtu-
ally the only chance to defeat the contract.

East should reason that West’s deuce-of-dia-
monds lead, presumably fourth-best, marks declarer
with three diamonds, all losers. East also knows from
the bidding that South must have both missing aces
as well as the king of spades. So it would be futile for
him to play the ace and another spade to try to stop
a diamond ruff in dummy. Indeed, declarer would
make the rest of the tricks against that defense.

Only by maintaining control over trumps can East
hope to stop the contract. He can’t be absolutely
certain that the low spade return will do the job, since
that depends on how the unseen cards are divided.
But he can determine that the low trump return of-
fers the only realistic chance to score three diamond
tricks and put the contract down one.

Tomorrow: Plan ahead.

Plan Ahead
It is natural to relax when a contract seems easy

to make, but this is not always the right thing to do,
as declarer sometimes learns to his sorrow. All too
often a relaxed declarer fails to consider that an un-
expected development might upset the apple cart.

Consider this deal where West led a club against
six notrump. Declarer played low from dummy and
won East’s jack with the ace. There seemed to be
nothing to the play; it appeared to South that the only
trick he’d lose would be the diamond ace.

But when he led a diamond to the jack and East
showed out, South found himself in deep trouble.
West still had the A-10-9 of diamonds, and declarer
could not get to his hand twice to lead toward the K-
Q.

He could enter his hand once by leading a heart
to the king, but since West would play the nine on
the next diamond lead to dummy, the suit could not
be brought home without losing two diamond tricks
to West. So South went down one.

Declarer lost the slam on his very first play when
he followed low from dummy on the club lead. This
was a serious error even though it assured him of
four club tricks instead of three.

South should have recognized at the outset that
only a 4-0 diamond division could jeopardize the
contract. Gaining a club trick was of no consequence
whatever. All that mattered was the diamond division.

Declarer should start by assuming a 4-0 split. If
East has all four diamonds, the contract is virtually
hopeless. But if West has them, it is essential to win
the first club in dummy.

South next leads the king of diamonds. Whether
or not West takes the ace at this stage makes no dif-
ference. Declarer still has two entries to his hand to
lead twice toward dummy and thus assure five dia-
mond tricks and the slam.

Tomorrow: Eliminating the luck factor.
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