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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston Crossword Bridge
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
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BEFORE OL’ MAN GEZELTER
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [F A TIGHT NECKLACE
IS HELPING A PERSON IN LIFE, IS THAT A

PRACTICAL CHOKER?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: U equals W
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [ GUESS TABLOID
WRITERS SHOULD BE SEEN AS PEOPLE WHO
WRITE OTHERS” WRONGS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals N

ACROSS
1 Under-
wear
with
underwire
4 Snead
and
Spade
8 Dag-
wood'’s
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out that the low trump return at trick two offers virtu-
ally the only chance to defeat the contract.

East should reason that West's deuce-of-dia-
monds lead, presumably fourth-best, marks declarer
with three diamonds, all losers. East also knows from
the bidding that South must have both missing aces
aswell asthe king of spades. Soitwould be futile for
him to play the ace and another spade to try to stop
a diamond ruff in dummy. Indeed, declarer would
make the rest of the tricks against that defense.

Only by maintaining control over trumps can East
hope to stop the contract. He can’t be absolutely
certainthatthe low spade return willdo the job, since
that depends on how the unseen cards are divided.
But he can determine that the low trump return of-
fersthe only realistic chance to score three diamond
tricks and put the contract down one.

Tomorrow: Plan ahead.

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.
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The bidding:
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2 e ¥ Pass 2 NT Pass
6 NT

* artificial, forcing
Opening lead — three of clubs.

Plan Ahead

Itis natural to relax when a contract seems easy
to make, but this is not always the right thing to do,
as declarer sometimes learns to his sorrow. All too
often arelaxed declarer fails to consider that an un-
expected development might upset the apple cart.

Consider this deal where West led a club against
six notrump. Declarer played low from dummy and
won East’s jack with the ace. There seemed to be
nothingtothe play;itappeared to South thatthe only
trick he’'d lose would be the diamond ace.

But when he led a diamond to the jack and East
showed out, South found himself in deep trouble.
West still had the A-10-9 of diamonds, and declarer
could not getto his hand twice to lead toward the K-

He could enter his hand once by leading a heart
to the king, but since West would play the nine on
the next diamond lead to dummy, the suit could not
be brought home without losing two diamond tricks
to West. So South went down one.

Declarer lost the slam on his very first play when
he followed low from dummy on the club lead. This
was a serious error even though it assured him of
four club tricks instead of three.

South should have recognized at the outset that
only a 4-0 diamond division could jeopardize the
contract. Gaining a club trick was of no consequence
whatever. Allthat mattered was the diamond division.

Declarer should start by assuming a 4-0 split. If
East has all four diamonds, the contract is virtually
hopeless. Butif West has them, itis essential to win
the first club in dummy.

South next leads the king of diamonds. Whether
or not West takes the ace at this stage makes no dif-
ference. Declarer still has two entries to his hand to
lead twice toward dummy and thus assure five dia-
mond tricks and the slam.

Tomorrow: Eliminating the luck factor.
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“Did I comb my hair, Mommy? | can’t

see up there.”
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“You sure are good at bein’ a
grandma, Grandma.”




