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Let’s all do our part

Tothe Colby Free Press:

The American Cancer Society “Relay for Life” isjust
around the corner. Thisevent providesuswith money to
do cutting-edge research; educate students, health care
professional s and the public on the prevention and early
detection of cancer; advocatefor public policiesthat fur-
ther the fight against cancer; and provide services for
patientsin our community.

Thisyear’seventisslated for Aug. 20 at Dennen Field.
Now isthetimeforindividuals, corporations, small busi-
nesses, and community groupsto commit their team par-
ticipation. The “Relay for Life” isthe perfect sitefor a
company picnic or family gathering, all while support-
ing agreat cause.

In an average year in Kansas, approximately 12,940
residents learn from their physician that they have
cancer...and 5,330 Kansas residents succumb to the dis-
ease. It'sapattern that continuesyear after year. Weplan
to changethat pattern.

We hope Colby will join aswe walk through the night
to celebrate cancer survivorsand provide hopefor those
who will be diagnosed in the future.

Tolearn how to form ateam, call 785-460-3481.

Sincerely,

Chuck Dempewolf

ThomasCounty Relay for Life Chair
American Cancer Society

(L etter #38)

About those letters. . .

The Free Press encourages and welcomes lettersfrom
readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and
should include atel ephone number and an address. Most
importantly, all lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned
letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit for
clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject
letters deemed to be of no publicinterest or considered
offensiveor libelous.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-

@ink.org
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You might want to watch this

Some familiar faces, and some not so famil-
iar, will comeinto your homes — if you allow
themto— on Friday evening at 9 p.m., courtesy
Smoky HillsPublic Television, channel 3onthe
cablesystem here.

“TheKansasLegislature” will bethetopic of
the one-hour program, designedto giveviewers
achanceto hear fromlegislators about the vari-
ous issues still on the table, and perhaps chat
about somethat aren’t. Theprogramwill last one
hour.

The unfortunate aspect of the show isthat it
will be taped prior to broadcast, thus the panel
won't be fielding questions from those out in
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televisionland.

Among panelistsareRep. imMorrison, Colby,
Rep. Ralph Ostmeyer, Grinnell, and Sen. Stan
Clark, Oakley.

Other panelistsinclude DeenaHorst of Salina,
Josh Svaty of Ellsworthand Bob Bethal of Alden.
You might take note of Josh Svaty, whoisamong
the youngest, if not the youngest member of the

Kansas House. He upset aveteran legislator
inwinningaseatin Topekatwoyearsago. He
isupfor re-election thisyear.

School funding, wewould suppose, will be
amongtopics, then again maybenot. Wehave
no ideawhat tone the program will take, but
wesuspect someof the hotter issueswill find
their way onto the table of discussion.

Anyway, that’s our hope.

The moderator will be Dave Weiden from
theDocking Instituteof PublicAffairsat Fort
Hays State University.

Peek in, if your schedul e permits.

—TomDreiling, publisher

Yes, life’s like that

Steveisanight person. | am aday person.

| get up early. He staysup late.

We meet inthemiddle.

The middle sometimes gets stretched, how-
ever. Thismeanshegetsupalot earlier thanhe
wantsand | stay up alot later than | plan.

Thismakesusboth alittle grouchy at times.

Last week, | figured | had it made. Steve
would be out of town. | could go to bed early
and liveat my own pace.

e Open
Season

— on the way to New York for amemorial
service — was lonely and wanted to talk. |
pointed out that | hadn’t had enough sleep
sincel had beenupuntil 4a.m. Hegotupat 6
am.Hesaidhewouldcall oneof our children
and wake them up.

| couldn’t get back to sleep, so| got up anc
fiddled around until it wastimeto leave for
Norton’sgraduation.

After the graduation, | downloaded pic-
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That wasbefore | found out about prom.

Eachyear, theOberlin Rotary Club sponsors
the after-prom party. It startsat 12:30 a.m. and
ends about 3:30 am. | was signed up to work
the 12:30-1:30 a.m. shift. Somuch for early to
bed.

| also needed to take pictures for the paper,
sol gottotheparty at 11 p.m. and started shoot-
ing pictures of the kids dancing and having a
great time.

| then got picturesof thecrowning of theking
and queenandabunch of shotsof theafter-prom

party, after the kids changed from tuxedos and ball
gownsto T-shirtsand cutoffs.

| gave up about 2:30 a.m. and headed for the of -
fice. | had drunk a couple of cups of diet Pepsi and
waswired. | downloaded my pictures, chosetheones
| wanted and headed home.

[twas3:30a.m. and | wasstill wideawake. A hot
bath and a good book got me to sleep as the clock
struck 4a.m. | wasglad | had beento church Satur-
day night. | definitely wasn’t planning to get up be-
fore noon on Sunday.

At 10 am., though, the phonerang. My husband

tures and headed for home and the couch. |
had no sooner gottento sleepwhenthephone
rang. Yep. ltwasStevecheckingin. That was
twicein one day.

He' Il behometomorrow and he' Il want tc
sleepin after along weekend on theroad.

Of course, he may have arude awakening
every day for therest of the week.

Cynthia Haynes and husband Steve own
Nor’ West Newspapers, which includes the
Colby FreePress.

Waist deep in politics

The Walt Disney Company’s intra-family
squabblewith Miramax over thedistribution of
a new documentary that criticizes President
Bush makes for great headlines. It also sheds
light on the extent to which election-year poli-
tics can seemingly weigh on the decisions of a
major political donor.

Disney and itssubsidiary Miramax are argu-
ingover “ Fahrenheit 911" afilmby thefamously
liberal filmmaker Michael Moorethatishighly
critical of Bush’s decisions surrounding the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. Miramax bought the
North American distribution rights for the
movie. Disney objectedtothedistributiondeal,
The New York Times reported, on the grounds
that the movie would create a” partisan politi-
cal battle” that could turn off alarge chunk of
Disney’saudience.

Moore's agent accused Disney of acting to
protect tax breaksit enjoysinFlorida, where Jeb
Bush, the president’s brother, isgovernor. The
company deniesthe charges.

Regardlessof itsmotivations, Disney predict-
ably wants to avoid becoming entangled in a
controversy relating tothecontentiouspresiden-
tial campaign. The company, which is well
knownfor itseffortsto maintainasgueaky clean
image among its customers, has spent millions
toestablishapowerful reputationinthenation’s
capital. Disney anditsemployeesareamongthe
biggest donorsinAmerican palitics, having con-
tributed nearly $8 milliontofederal candidates
and party committeessince 1989. Two-thirdsof
that total has goneto Demacrats. But like alot
of donors, Disney and its employees have sent
an increasing share of their contributions to
Republicanssincethemid-’' 90s, whenthe GOP
took control of Congress.

Disney’s donations were split more evenly
than ever immediately after Bush won the last
presidential election. The company and itsem-
ployeessent 53 percent of their contributionsto
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Democratsand 47 percent to Republicansinthe
2001-2002 election cycle. So far inthe current
cycle, slightly more than 60 percent of contri-
butions from Disney has gone to Democrats,
versus 40 percent to Republicans. A portion of
that givingcomesfrom Disney’spolitical action
committee, which has contributed $158,000 to
federal candidatesin the current election cycle
— half to Democratic candidates and half to
Republican candidates.

Disney isalso alobbying giant, having spent
nearly $4 million to lobby the federal govern-
ment last year. Chief amongitsconcernsispre-
venting the unauthorized copying and distribu-
tion of moviesand music, but Disney’slegisla-
tiveinterests are as broad asits business hold-
ings. In addition to its stake in the movie and
themepark business, Disney ownsthetelevision
network ABC, dozens of local television and
radio stations and two major sports franchises,
pro hockey’sAnaheim Mighty Ducksand Ma-

jor League Baseball’sAnaheim Angels.

One reason Democrats edge Republicansin
total fundraisingfrom Disney may beMiramax
itself, whose contributions are included in the
Disney total. Harvey and Bob Weinstein, the
brotherswhorunMiramax, arebig Democratic
giverswho havecontributed $224,492 to Demo-
cratic candidates and party committees since
1999. They have given no contributionsto Re-
publicansduring that time.

Harvey Weinstein, who gives far more gen-

erously than his brother, gave $2,000 last year
to John Kerry, the presumptive Democratic
presidential candidate. He made most of his
political contributions during the 2001-2002
election cycle, thelast in which unlimited soft
money contributions to the national political
parties were allowed. Weinstein gave $85,00C
in soft money to the Democratic Senatorial
Campaign Committeeand $50,000tothe Demo-
cratic National Committeeduringthecycle. Eve
ChiltonWeinstein, Harvey'swifeandthepresi-
dent of Elegant Films, hascontributed morethar
have the two brothers combined (though her
contribution totals are not included with
Miramax’s). She has given atotal of $383,500
tofederal candidatesand partiessince 1999, all
to Democrats. Of that, $320,000 went to DNC
soft money accountsin 2000.

Michael Eisner, the embattled Disney chief
executive who reportedly encouraged film-
maker Mooreto cancel hisdistributiondeal with
Miramax, has been much more modest — and
pragmatic — in his political giving. Together
with his wife Jane, Eisner, who recently was
stripped of hisdutiesaschairmanby the Disney
board, has contributed $80,500 to federal can-
didatesand party committeessince 1999. One-
third of that total, or $27,000, has gone to Re-
publicans, including $5,000 to the National
Republican Congressional Committeelast year.
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SeveWeissisMedia Director for the Center
for Responsive Palitics. It isa non-partisan,
non-profit research group basedinWashington,
D.C.thattracksmoneyin politics, and itseffect
onelectionsand public policy. The Center con-
ducts computer-based research on campaign
finance issues for the news media, academics,
activists, and the public at large. The Center’s
workisaimedat creating amoreeducated voter,
an involved citizenry, and a more responsive
government. sweiss@cr p.org.



