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Dan to Stan to Dan

Hereisinstallment #2

Dan says:

Dear Senator Clark,

Congratulations on your tenth year as a Senator and
thank you for the morethan 1000 daysof your serviceto
thisdistrict. | amsurethat both of uswishthelast session
couldhavebeenmoreproductivefor theschool sand com-
munities of Northwest Kansas.

| must say that | appreciate the sacrifice you and your
family have made to move to Topeka, but | feel that the
viewsand opinionsof Northwest K ansashavenot always
been with you onthe Senatefloor. | would liketo discuss
education with you before thefinal sine die of the 2004
Session.

Thiswould beagood opportunity for thecitizensof this
districtto hear both of our viewson public educationand
what we think can be done to remedy some of the prob-
lemsfacingit.

| am proposing that thefirst of such anevent takeplace
inColby, with questionscoming fromlocal media.l, like
the people of the 40th district, anxiously await your re-
ply. I will wait for your answer so we can set adate, time,
and location for the near future.

Dan Rasure

Dan Rasurefor State Senate

What say you, Stan?

Stan says:

Dear Mr. Rasure,

Thank youfor theinvitationtobeapart of amediaevent
todiscusspubliceducation. | wasaparticipant inapanel
discussionyesterday (Wednesday) withanumber of area
legislatorsthat wastaped for broadcast inthe near future
(that will betonight at 9 p.m., SHPTV). The discussion
waslively, informative and adiversity of opinionswere
expressed.

| amin daily contact with anumber of legislators, and
school finance, the Montoy v State of Kansas case, and
yesterday’s (Wednesday’s) Supreme Court stay on the
case, areimportant partsof thedi scussionand correspon-
dence.

| have spoken with numerous school board members,
teachersand afew superintendentsinthelast two weeks.
I have written to the press detailing the school finance
debate over the past session with the greatest emphasis
on thelast two weeks of the session.

Inlookingat my calendar | havealready givenmy word
to attend multiple eventseach day beforesinedie. There
will beplenty of timetocampaignafter snedieand | look
forwardtoit.

Stan Clark

WE' || keep you posted on any late devel opmentsinthis
debate challenge. Dan tossed out the bait, but Stan had
already hooked onto another bite. The two Republicans
are seeking the 40th Senatorial District seat. -td
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I NEVER quiteknowwhat I’mgoingtowrite
about until | sit down in front of my computer.
And as| sit heretyping thewordsyou are read-
ing | put my thinking capon (it'saweirdlooking
thing), hoping something will jolt my mind. So
far, nothing. So | will keep pounding the keys
withmy fingersand thinking...thinking of some-
thing that will lure you into reading today’s ef-
fort.

Maybealittle story will help:

If you had purchased $1,000 of Nortel stock
oneyear ago, it would now beworth $49.00. With
Enron, you would have $16.50 | eft of the origi-
nal $1,000. With WorldCom, you would have
lessthan$51eft. But, if you had purchased $1,000
worth of Budweiser (the beer, not the stock) one
year ago, drank all the beer, then turned in the
cansforthea uminumrecycling price, youwould
have$214.00. Theadviceissimple: drink heavily
and recycle. It'scalled the 401-Keg Plan.

| could talk about politics, afavorite topic of
mine. Butif | diditwould remind meof thestory
about thekid who turned voting age and went to
confession and told the priest he had sinned.
When asked what his sin was, the young man
said, “1 voted Republican.” The priest assured
himthat wasnosin, towhichtheyoungmansaid,
“In our house dad saysyou are either Democrat
or sinner.”

If I had my own bumper sticker business, I'd
make the following dual stick-ons: BUSH: No
rich child left behind. KERRY: Therich child.

The First Couple — Adam and Eve — were
getting ready to attend apolitical gathering and
all thoseinvited were asked to bring their favor-
ite dish. Adam asked Eve what she was taking.
Evesaid, “Applepie.”

) Nothing

| Tom Dreiling

"OPWy
Turn

Thursday morning |l waswatchingK AKE-TV
whilegetting myself ready for theworkday, and
| heard one of thelocal (Wichita) morning an-
chors say, “We have breaking news of a
shooting...,andwill bringyoumoreinformation
asweget it.” A little later the anchor said that
therewas no apparent shooting asindicatedin
thebreaking newsalert. Couldthey havecalled
that “ unbreaking news?’

That got me to thinking that this “breaking
news’ onevery electronic newsoutletissoover-
played that we' ve become immuneto it. Even
thebig folks onthe big networks comeinto our
homes, mornings, with “breaking news,” that
turnsout to be newsthat brokethenight before.
How long can breaking news be “breaking?”’
Maybethey can call it “ post-breaking news.”

And back in Wichitait looks like the three
major television stationstherehavea“ wewere
first” battlegoing on. Who careswhogotit (the
story) first. Many timesthe station that aired it
firstreally didn’t becausetheother two stations
aretelling their viewersthat “you heard it first
right here.” In essence, al three are right, or
wrong. You canonly watchonestationat atime
andif thestationyou arewatchingtellsyouthey
got it first, then in your mind they did. Even if

to write about?

they didn’t. So, hang up the gloves, considel
your viewers and quit acting like a bunch of
spoiled brats. We all know how your game i
played...but apparently you don’t.

Just because| woretheuniform of theUnitec
StatesAir Forcedoesn’t make meany more pa:
triotic than someone who didn’t. The way the
two presidential campaigns are going you’ ¢
think they have alock on this patriotic thing
They don't. It’snot how tightly you wrap your-
self in theflag of the United States of Americe
that counts, but how sincere you are about tha
wrap. Looks can bedeceiving.

Aswe move closer to Memorial Weekend
moreand morepeoplewill beout tending to the
gravesites of loved ones. Cemeteriestake on
beautiful look at thistime of year and when the
observance of Memorial Day arrivesthosehal-
lowed placescontaining theremainsof thosewe
endeared seemto miraculously comealive. Anc
the cemeteries in this corner of our state are
among the most beautiful.

Strange, but when | started thiscolumn | wa
wonderingwhat | wasgoingtotal k about. | gues:
jotting down the thoughts as they emerge car
lead to something. It's not an award winning
effort by any stretch of the imagination, but i
didagainalow metositdownandchat withyou
And that’'swhat | like most about what | do.

HAV E agood evening and agood weekend!
And don’t forget to make time thisweekend tc
worship in the place of your choice.

Tom Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press
His column appears Wednesdays and Fridays
td@nwkansas.com.

In the end she was the winner

Pickingthingsfor today’scolumnwasn’t much
of achallenge. You' | under stand that statement
better asyou read on. Enjoy. - td

After 17 yearsof marriage, amandumped his
wifefor hisyoung secretary. Hisnew girlfriend
demandedthat shewantedtoliveinthecouple's
multimillion dollar home, and since the man’s
lawyerswerealittlebetter, heprevailed. Hegave
hisnow ex-wifejust three daysto move out.

Shespent thefirst day packing her belongings
into boxes, crates and suitcases. On the second
day, she had the movers come and collect her
things. Onthethird day, shesat downfor thelast
time at their beautiful dining room table by
candlelight, put on some soft background mu-
sic, and feasted on a pound of shrimp, ajar of
caviar, and abottle of Chardonnay.

Whenshehadfinished, shewentintoeachand
every room and deposited a few half-eaten
shrimp shells, dippedin caviar, into the hollow
of the curtain rods. She then cleaned up the
kitchen and | eft.

Whenthehusband returnedwithhisnew girl-
friend, all washlissfor thefirst few days. Then
slowly, the house began to smell. They tried
everything— cleaning and moppingand airing
the place out. Vents were checked for dead ro-
dents, and carpetsweresteam cleaned. Air fresh-
eners were hung everywhere. Exterminators
were brought in to set off gas canisters, during
which they had to move out for afew days, and
in the end they even paid to replace the expen-
sivewool carpeting.

Nothingworked. Peopl estopped coming over
tovisit. Repairmenrefusedtowork inthehouse.
Themaid quit. Finally, they could not take the
stench any longer and decided to move.

A month later, even though they had cut their
priceinhalf,they could not findabuyer for their
stinky house. Word got out, and eventually, even
thelocal realtorsrefused toreturn their calls.

Finally, they had to borrow a huge sum of
money from the bank to purchase anew place.
The ex-wife called the man, and asked how
things were going. He told her the saga of the
rotting house. Shelistenedpoalitely, and said that
shemissed her old hometerribly, and would be

TD

® At
Week’s
End

willing to reduce her divorce settlement in ex-
change for getting the house back.

Knowing hisex-wifehad noideahow badthe
smell was, he agreed on a price that was about
1/10th of what the house had been worth, but
only if sheweretosignthepapersthat very day.
She agreed, and within the hour, his lawyers
delivered the paperwork.

A week later, the man and hisnew girlfriend
stood smirking as they watched the moving
company pack everything to take to their new
home...

..including the curtain rods.

“Let’s seeif | understand how the world
works,” said onemantoanother over abackyard
beer.

“If aman cuts his finger off while slicing
salami at work, he blamesthe restaurant.

“1f you smokethree packs aday for 40 years
and die of lung cancer, your family blamesthe
tobacco company.

“If your neighbor crashes into atree while
driving home drunk, he blamesthe bartender.

“1f your grandchildren arebratswithout man-
ners, you blametelevision.

“1f your friendisshot by aderanged madman,
you blame the gun manufacturer.

“Andif acrazed person breaksinto the cock-
pit and triesto kill the pilot at 35,000 feet, and
thepassengerskill himinstead, themother of the
crazed deceased blamestheairline.

“1 must havelived toolongto understand the
world asitisanymore.

“So, if | die while my old, wrinkled butt is

What adifference 30 Years makes...
1973: Long hair
2003: Longing for hair

1973: Theperfect high
2003: The perfect high yield mutual fund

1973:
2003:

KEG
EKG

1973: Acid rock
2003: Acid reflux

1973: Movingto Californiabecauseit’s cool
2003: Movingto Californiabecauseit’ swarm

1973:
2003:

Growing pot
Growing pot belly

1973: Killer weed
2003: Weed killer

1973:
2003:

Hoping foraBMW
Hoping for aBM

1973: The Grateful Dead
2003: Dr. Kevorkian

1973:
2003:

Goingtoanew, hipjoint
Receiving anew hipjoint

1973:
2003:

Rolling Stones
Kidney Stones

1973:
2003:

Being called into the principal’soffice
Calling the principal’soffice

1973: Parentsbegging youtoget your hair cut
2003: Childrenbeggingyoutoget their heads
shaved

1973: Passing thedrivers’ test
2003: Passing the vision test

*kkk*k

Do you have something to share for “ At

parked in front of this computer, | want youto Week'sEnd?” If so, e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

blameBill Gates...okay?’

fax him at 462-7749, phone him at 462-3963.



