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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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e Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: My daughter,
“Skylar,” just started middleschool,
and shehasfalleninwiththewrong
crowd. Shewalksaround thehouse
withachiponher shoulder, wearing
what looksto uslikeboys' clothes.
Shecursesandlies, and sheand her
new friends have vandalized the
girls' restroom four times. Her |at-
est trick istoforgemy signatureon
school papers.

| have discussed these problems
with the school. They suggested
counselingandtherapy. What | want
isadviceon how todisciplineSkylar
for all thewrongs she hasdone.

How do | guide my daughter
downtheright path?

— UNABLETODISCIPLINE

DEAR UNABLE: Guiding a
child down the “right path” in-
volvesmorethandiscipling; itin-
volves open communication and
the assurance that he or sheis
loved. If Skylar were my daugh-
ter,thefirstthingl’ddoishaveher
testedfor drugs. If shetested posi-
tive, | would start her in arehab
programand possibly placeher in
another school. |f shetested
“clean,” I'd do exactly asthe
school suggested and get counsel -
ing and therapy for her. In fact,
counselingfor your entirefamily
would be a good idea, because it
appear sthat Skylar isnot theonly
onewhocould usesomehelp. Your
parenting skills may need to be
upgraded.

DEARABBY: My husband and
| are concerned that hisfather may
beintheearly stagesof Alzheimer’s
disease. He'sdoing childish things
like biting my daughter (only with
his upper dentures, not his lower
ones), hitting her, and getting mad
when she“tattles’ on him.

Hecan nolonger remember sim-
plethingsandevenforgottotakemy
daughter to school one day. My
mother-in-law keeps putting off
talking to him, and saysshe'll do it

Bridge

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

“aftertheholidays,” “ after hishirth-
day,” then “ after Father’'s Day” —
you get the picture.

We are worried that he will be-
comeworseand therewill never be
“abetter time” totell him. | wantto
talk tomy father-in-law myself, but
my husband thinks his mother
should doit.

| don’t want my 4-year-old to
think it'sOK to bite and hit, or that
thisis appropriate behavior for her
to copy in preschool.

— TROUBLED

DEARTROUBLED: Thereare
other dementiasin addition to
Alzheimer’s. Your father-in-law
should bescheduledimmediately
for acomplete physical and neu-
rological evaluation. Tell thedoc-
tor what you have told me. His
behavior with your littlegirl is
inappropriate, and if heissoim-
paired that he forgot to take her
toschool, heshould not bebehind
thewheel of acar.

Pleasedo not allow thisto con-
tinue. Your first obligation must
be the physical and emotional
well-being of your daughter.

DEAR ABBY: | have a huge
problem. Thisboy | like, “Terry,”
told me over the phone and the
Internet that hethought | was* hot”
andhelovedme, but hisbestfriend's
brother, “Rick,” told me different.
Rick saidthat Terry hatesme, thinks
I"'mugly, and | should never call or
e-mail himagain.

Who should | believe?

— HEARTSICK

DEARHEARTSICK: Tell Ter-
ry what Rick said. It’s possible
that Rick alsolikesyou and wants
you for himself, so don’t be so

quick tobelievewhat hesaid.
Holdthosecallsand e-mailsfor
awhile. If Terry callsand e-mail <
you, thechancesarehelikesyou.
However, until you areabsolutely
certain about hisfeelings, becau-
tious about theway you respond
tohise-mailsand about what you
say onthephone. It could prevent
embarrassment later.

DEARABBY: Eversincemy last
report card, my relationshipwithmy
mother hasdeteriorated. | gotall A's
andB’sand havea3.78 GPA. How-
ever, thisisn't good enough for
Mom.

My mother went to Harvard anc
doesn’t understand why | can’t get
a4.0. Shehasstartedtellingmewhat
afailure | am, that | am worthless
and have ruined her life. | know
she's probably saying these things
without thinking, but it still hurts.
Shedoesn’t apol ogizeafter her tem:-
per dies down — shejust acts like
everythingisOK.

| don'tthink | deservetobetreated
thisway. When | try to talk to her
aboutit, sheturnsit around and says
| deservethistreatment becausel am
afailure. I'm really hurting anc
don’t know what to do.

— SAD DAUGHTER

DEAR SAD DAUGHTER: |
disagree with your mother. Al-
though shemay think sheismoti-
vating you to do better, telling a
child that sheisworthless, afail-
ure, and that shehas* ruined her
life” isverbal abuse. Pleasetalk to
an adult relative or counselor at
school about interceding on your
behalf with your mother, because
her standar dsareunrealistic,and
her method isdestructive.
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“A smile will improve your face value.”

Opening lead — ace of hearts.

FamousHand

There are times when a partnership misun-
derstanding, whichwouldnormally spell disas-
ter, instead produces a spectacularly good re-

sult.

For example, take this deal from the match
between Canadaand Panamainthe1980World
Team Championship. The Canadian North-
South pair reached four spadesasshown, mak-
ingfiveafter West |ed theaceand another heart.

ButwhenaPanamanian pair heldtheNorth-

South hands, the bidding went:

South West North East
1[S] Pass 2[D] Pass
2[H] Pass 4[C] Pass
4[H] Pass 4[S] Pass
5[C] Pass 5[D] Pass
5[H] Pass 6[Y

North’sfour-club bidwasa* splinter,” indi-
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: IF A GROUP OF
PHILOSOPHERS RIDE ON AMTRAK, DOES THAT
MAKE IT A TRAIN OF THOUGHT?
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Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals E

catingasingletonclub. Supposedly, it accepted
South'’slast bid suit, hearts, astrumps. Accord-
ingly, South, withaminimum opening bidand
nointerestinaslam, signed off withfour hearts.

North, who had no desire whatever to play
withheartsastrumps, then correctedfour hearts
tofour spades. But South, acting under thede-
lusion that hearts had been agreed upon asthe
trump suit, read the four-spade bid as an ace-
showing cuebid.

Hethereforecuebidfiveclubstoshowtheace
of clubs. North then cuebid diamonds, but
South had runout of cuebidsand signed off with
fivehearts. Thisdidnot discourageNorthinthe
least, and, having heard his partner bid hearts
threetimes, hejumped to six spades.

All these machinationshad adel eterious ef-
fect upon West, who was left with a difficult
choice of leads. Unfortunately, he decided to
lead aclub, hoping to find his partner with the
gueen. Southgratefully took East’stenwiththe
queen, drew trumps and discarded one of
dummy’sheartsontheclub aceto bringinthe
slam.

Tomorrow: Gazing into thefuture.
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Crossword
ACROSS 45 Cosby’s 4 With 21 Arrests
1 Comical “Fat” pal ardor 22 Breakfast
Carrey 47 Coop 5 Romeo chain
4 Garden dweller and (Abbr.)
invaders 48 Resume, Juliet, 23 Australian
9 Feathery for short e.g. stream-
neckwear 49 Corrida 6 Freudian bed
12 Big fuss 54 Coffee- concept 27 Perched
13 Plankton shop 7 Lessens 29 Hue
compo- vessel in 30 Easter
nents 55 Farewell intensity booty
14 Sprite 56 Thee 8 “— 32 Buster
15 Dancers’ 57 Play- Street” Brown’s
milieus ground 9 Quasi- dog
17 Meadow game modo’s 34 Inner-
18 Pump 58 Kath- work- ear
up the mandu’s place tube
volume country 10 Bread 37 It'll wind
19 Recep- 59 Encoun- spread up on
tion area tered 11 Some- your
21 Bite a bit where head
24 Blue DOWN out 39 Deplor-
material? 1 Poke there able
25 Tuna, 2 McKin- 16 Retriever 42 Chopin
in Hawaii ley’s First type, for piece
26 Cen. Lady short 44 Half of
fractions 3 Actress 20 Piratic bi-
28 Overact Gretchen potables 45 Touch
31 Leave Solution time: 24 mins. 46 Italian
suddenly ~ 5 pre-
33 Pouch R Ie) euro
35 Hearty 5] N coin
drink M G| 50 Pitcher
36 Divide A feature
50-50 51 Workout
38 AAA job place
40 Our lang. v 52 Get rid
41 Malaria M L of
symptom P o 4-Across
43 Wimble- ! L 53 Historic
don c A boy
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