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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

DEAR ELIZABETH.~NowW THAT
™M 13, MOM SAYS | CAN GO
HOME AFTER SCHOOL INSTEAD
OF GOING T© THE BOOKSTORE

ING MORE. PREGNANT, AN’

THERE ON FRIDAYS IM DOING Ok WITH THE. |
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IRIS WERE OVER. THEYRE
§ STiLL “TiCKING"....
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M LEARNING HOW 10 COOK,
S0 1 CAN GET SUPPER ON,
LIKE You DID. THE DOGS SAY
HELLO (GOUNDS LIKE"HARR-

T BUT | STILL HAETA WORK J©0000!") .. DEANNA'S LoOK -
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gOKRA DUATION. CAN'T WAIT
FOR THE sUMMEE.'CAN'T

WE CAN'T WAIT TO COME

p.5. ALL YOUR CLOTHES
UP NORTH FOR YOUR -

FIT ME NOW. ~ IS
THAT cooL, 0R WAAT 2!/

oV 10 COME HOME
WAIT To SEE You!

Tod The Dinosaur ® PR Condron

SUSIE'S ALMOST ReADY,|
BUT I WANT To SEE

THE END OF Tils GAME,
MAN, TM STuck

PO YOU KNOW WHAT THIS
DAR COULD LSE?
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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HES sHOWING OFF BY
TOASTING MARSHMALLOWS

Blondie ® Chic Young
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Crossword
ACROSS 37 Winged 53 Basilica 20 This ans.
1 Creche 38 Furthest section is one
trio point 21 Syna-
5 Energy of an DOWN gogue
8 Disarray orbit 1 — de mer 22 Accept
12 “So be it” 41 Rock 2 “| — line- 23 Attention
130ne in a concert man ...” getter
row? need 3 Ritzy rock 24 “The Lord
14 Foil’s 42 Fruitless 4 Heredi- of the —"
cousin 43 “Auld tary 26 Camelot
15 Beat Lang 5 Washing- hero
17 Tragic Syne” ton D.C. 27 Bruins’
18 Uncon- band- news- sch.
scious leader paper 28 Big-toe
19 Venus- 48 Lecher- 6 Corrode woe
ian’s ous 7 Takes for 29 Base-
vessel? look granted runner’s
21 Absolute 49 Resis- 8 She had goal
24 Mas- tance some bad 31 Paddock
sages measure hair days papa
25 Physicist 50 First 9 Grand- 34 Metal
Otto murderer scale tale drawer?
26 “The Way 51 Into the 10 Withered 35 Vicuna’s
Things sunset 11 Crystal cousin
Ought to 52 Addition- gazer 37 Diplomat
Be” ally 16 Arctic bird (Abbr.)
author 38 Acknowl-
30 Guitar’s Solution time: 21 mins. edge
kin Blo]A] 39 Senate
31 Less E|L[F staffer
nutty t (E) ’F: 40 Rem-
32 Dove’s B " brandt
call | ol|lT|E works
33 Unques- LT w[ ]G] 41 Bullets
tioning Ly EINIGI 44 Cry of
followers Eg o RS surprise
35 Astrin- AR E H 45 Knock
gent ulR N[ 0 46 Insult
36 Curved TIA[GEEIN E 47 Insepa-
lines Yesterday’s answer 5-25 rable
g [10 11

©2004 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved!

AGAIN?! > ABOUT,

CLAUDIA?

© 2004 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World Rights reserved

DID YOU OH, NO! ARE WHAT WHAT DO YOU THINK H| Olo you
SEE THAT YOU GUYS WOULD ™Y ABOUT THE FUTURE OF SEE THE
\ GAME LAST GOING TO YOU LiKe { TECHNOLOGY STOCKS GAME LAST
“N\_ NIGHT? TALK SPORTS TO TALK 7\ NOW THAT INVESTORS

ARE COMING BACK
TO THE MARKET?

www.Blondie.com

Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

THERE ARE ' ...CIVIL UNIONS,
A LOT OF DOMESTIC PARTNERS,
ALTERNATIVES , COHABITATION...

TO MARRIAGES
TODAY. .,

SAME-SNACK COUPLES

MWeE THINGS WOULD
BE DIFFERENT IF O
TRED SMUNG INSTEAD
OFSCONLING
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Sally Forth ®

WHY’S EVERYONE MOVING
SO SLOWLYZ2 X

“YRidu

Greg Howard

SUMMER...

Cryptoquip
XDK ZKVKH VCHQKH PCX

UOJIKS XCSOL. DK ZBGFIL
UCNIST'X QKKF DBZ
GBIS BJ XDK PNXXKH.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE THREE SKILLED
FLAMENCO DANCERS WE SAW LAST MONTH
WERE FINGER-CLICKIN GOOD.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals T

HAPPENS EVERY BRIGHT DAYS AND
START OF WARM WEATHER
MAKE IT HARD FOR
PEOPLE TO FOCUS
ON WOR

> (

YARERIGHT,. T
/5 DIFFERENT
THIG WAY

NOW THE WORLD
STING AND W
FACE HIRT&.

K.

BUT I BET THEY'LL
STILL KEEP AN EYE
OUT FOR THEIR /|
PAYCHECKS.
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CK P QZDER DK RZPQEA
HCMCSAOB PZA BAHZAMIX

HDOHAPJAL, PZA MUAX

HPHUAI HSAHUB?

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE SEWER WORKER
GOT CANNED TODAY. HE SIMPLY COULDN'T
KEEP HIS MIND IN THE GUTTER.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals C

ACROSS 37 Smart 58 West of 16 Away
1 Derisive remark? Hollywood from
shout 38 Faction 59 Tube NNW
5 Crony 39 Started trophy 20 Portrayal
8 Gumbo 41 Dole’s 22 Hum-
base running DOWN dinger

12 Skilled mate 1 Cabbie 23 Perform

13 18-Across 43 Greek 2 Reed acupunc-
opus conso- instru- ture on

14 Christmas nants ment 25 Favorite
rendition 46 Spout 3 Earthen- 26 Census

15 Picnick- from the ware pot datum
er’s side soapbox 4 Acquire 27 Where
dish 50 DeMille canines Loretta’s

17 “May | movie, 5D.C. dad
interrupt?” often figure worked

18 Shelley 51 Yom 6 Computer 29 Rue the
contem- Kippur language run
porary eve 7 Obscene 31 Scuttle

19 Practice chant 8 Where 32 Pink-slip
sessions 54 Zilch the elated 34 Float

21 Beatles’ 55 Wall walk ingredi-
movie climber 9 Cabbage ent

24 Bobby of 56 Donkey variety 38 EIf
hockey attach- 10 Whirl 40 Host

25 Wear a ment 11 Charitable 42 Post-
rut in the 57 Duel tool donations weekend
rug . s - abbr.

28 Caspian Solution time: 21 mins. 43 Kelly or
Sea ; Rayburn
feeder E 44 Each

30 “Caught S 45 — milk
yal” U 47 Leading

334 - man?
strain S 48 Slender

34 Pizza 49 Slithery
serving 52 Eventual

35 Crate B aves

36 Afternoon S 53 Caustic
social Yesterday’s answer 526 solution
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Family Circus =« Bill Keane

Bridge

South dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
®AQ6
¥ 9 2
®J73
A O874
WEST EAST
®» 109 74 @®»Js5
¥YOQO1065 ¥Jjs3
®* A 1092 *K Q864
10 20 7J3
SOUTH
MK 832
YAK 74
®* 5
PbK 652
The bidding:
South West North East
1 o Pass 3 e Pass
3 v Pass 4 e Pass
5 &
Opening lead — ten of spades.

Gazing IntotheFuture

Bridgeis at times a volatile game. One minute
you' reflying high, confident of success, and amo-
ment later you find yourself crashing to earth in
flames.

That's what happened to declarer in this deal,
though in fact he had no one but himself to blame
for getting shot down.

Hewon the spadelead with dummy’s queen and
sawthat if thetrumpsweredivided 2-2, hisonly loser
wouldbeadiamond. Southal so saw thatinthemore
likely event that the trumps were divided 3-1, he
might still score 11 tricks.

Accordingly, he cashed the A-K of trumps and,
uponfindingthesuitdivided 3-1, nextledhissingle-
ton diamond. East won with the queen, cashed the
club queen and exited with a diamond, ruffed by
South with hislast trump.

Declarer now hadtohopethespadesweredivided
3-3tobringhome11tricks. But whenhecashedthe
A-K of spades, thesuit provedtobedivided 4-2, and
helater lost adiamond trick to go down one.

[t'snot hard to see where South went wrong. He
neglected to prepare properly for a3-1 trump divi-
sion. Thebest lineof play isto cashtheclubking at
trick two and then lead adiamond toward dummy.
L et’ssay Easttakesthediamond andreturnsatrump.

Declarer winswith dummy’sace, disclosing the
3-1break inthe process.

Hethen ruffsadiamond, |eadsaspadeto the ace
andruffsdummy’slast diamondwith hislast trump.
His only remaining loser is atrump trick, and the
contract ishome.

Tomorrow: The sweet smell of success.
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South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
@» 7 4
YK o6
®*AKQIJI863
o A 10
WEST EAST
e A Q109862 @®» 53
¥ 7 ¥Jo432
® 5 ® 974
+QJo4 o6 52
SOUTH
S KJ
YAQ1085
¢ 102
P+K 73
The bidding:
South West North East
1 @ 4 & 4 NT Pass
5@ Pass 6 &
Opening lead — ace of spades.

The Sweet Smell of Success

Opening lead — ace of spades.

Lee Hazen and Sam Fry were playing in the
Vanderbilt team championship many years ago
whenthishand arose. Fry, South, opened oneheart,
and West jumped to four spades.

West’sovercall posed quiteaproblemfor Hazen.
Hecertainly had reasonto believetheremight bea
small slam, and heal so could not dismissthe possi-
bility of agrand slam.

At the same time, though, Hazen couldn’t even
be certain that there was more than agame in the
combined hands. It al depended on the nature of
Fry’sopening bid.

Hazen finally chosethe bid that was most likely
to cover al contingencies: four notrump. Fry read
this as Blackwood — even though there had been
no firm agreement on which suit wastrump—and
hebid five diamonds, showing one ace.

Hazen now had anew problem. Herealized that
the opponents had an ace, probably in spades, but
he had noway of knowing whether they could also
cash asecond spadetrick.

Hedecided—all factorsconsidered—that there
wasagood chance Fry had either theking of spades
or asingleton spade. Hethereforebid six diamonds,
despitetherisk attached to that bid.

Fry did not let him down. First of all, he had the
good senseto pass, thoughhecould hardly havefelt
comfortable winding up as declarer with only the
10-2 of trumps. But evenmoreimportantly, Fry had
the decency to havetheking of spades, and he eas-
ily madetheslam.

Had Hazen played the slam from his seat, the
contractwould quickly havegonedownwithaspade
lead.
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“Twenty thousand leaks under the
sea? Wow! How many plumbers
did they need?”
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“PJ’s lucky. Almost everything is new
to him.”




