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Tothe Colby Free Press:

Between May 24 and June 6, thousands of law enforcement of -
ficersacrossthenation, including KansasHighway Patrol troopers,
will mobilizefor theClick It or Ticket and BuckleUp America! Week
campaigns. These mobilizations are designed to encouragedrivers
and passengersto buckleseatbeltsand properly securechildrenwhile
traveling by motor vehicle. Botheventsareobserved duringthedays
surroundingsthebusy Memoria Day weekend. Thankstoovertime
funding from the Kansas Department of Transportation’s Special
Traffic Enforcement Program, or STEP, the Patrol will place addi-
tional troopers on our highwaysto focus on enforcing Kansas' oc-
cupant protection laws during these campaigns.

In Kansas, law enforcement officers may stop and cite drivers
whenever they see unrestrained children in avehicle. All children
under theageof four must be securedin approved child saf ety seats,
and al children age four to 14 must wear safety belts at all times.
The Patrol encourages parents and caregiversto use belt position-
ing booster seatsfor children too big for safety seats and too small
for seatbeltsalone, i.e. 40-80 poundsand 35" to 4’9" tall. Children
are safest when they are secured in the back seat.

In addition, state law requires all passengers, regardless of age,
seated in the front seat of avehicleto wear safety belts. Unbuckled
adults may be cited and fined when they are stopped and cited for
other trafficviolations. Lap beltsshould sitlow acrossthehipswith-
out riding up onto the stomach, and the shoulder belt should run
acrossthecollarboneand chest, not agai nst theneck or face. Remem-
ber, air bagsaredesigned towork with seatbel ts, not to replacethem.

Saf ety beltssavelivesand prevent injuries. Unfortunately, many
people will not buckle up without the fear of aticket. Thisiswhy
law enforcement officersacrossthecountry will aggressively ticket
unbelted drivers and passengers during these campaigns. In fact,
Kansas' trooperswill show zerotolerancefor anyonenot wearinga
safety belt.

Issuing ticketsis not fun, but it is certainly better than working
accidents involving preventable injuries and fatalities. Honestly,
Kansas' law enforcement officershaveyour safety and the saf ety of
your children at heart. Please wear your safety belt on every trip,
encourageteenagersand young adultsto do thesame, and properly
secureyour children.

Col. William Seck
KansasHighway Patr ol
Topeka

(Letter #39)

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Where to write

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark-

@ink.org
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Don't fall for this scam

LET’S be smarter than the scammers. |’ ve
gotten to the point that regardless of the phone
call if they ask for money | cut them off at the
kneeswithabluntandloud“NO!!!” Moretimes
than not you areliterally giving money away to
someone you don’t know a thing about. Some
calls may be legit, but unfortunately,. they're
brushed asidefor fear of beingtakenby thebunch
of crooks that stay awake nights figuring out
waysto put it to you. Well, let’sput it to them!

The Colby Police Department sent over an e-
mail they received from Linda Durand, of the
Kansas Bureau of Investigation, that dealswith
another scam making therounds, and they asked
if wecould printit. Darnright wecan. Andwill.
Thisiswhat it hasto say:

Officialswarnresidents

about A.M .B.E.R. scam
(Thestorywaswritten by Joe Noga of theMorn-
ing Sun)

Law enforcement official sareasking Kansans
to beware of a scam soliciting money for the
KansasA.M.B.E.R. Plan.

Crawford County Sheriff Sandy Horton said
hewasbriefed onthesituationinajoint law en-
forcement conferencein WichitaFriday.

“Thereis some individual, or group of indi-
viduals calling around the state and somehow
identifying or associating themselves with the
Kansas Sheriff’s Association,” Horton said.
“They are asking for donations for the Kansas
A.M.B.E.R. Plan. Noneof itistrue.”

Accordingto apressreleasefrom KansasAt-
torney General Phill Kline, the Kansas
A.M.B.E.R. Plans does not solicit donations
from individuals through the Kansas Sheriff’s
Association or any other organization. These
scam artists are in no way affiliated with the
Kansas Sheriff’s Association or the Kansas
A.M.B.E.RPlan.

Horton said it is abogus fund raiser and the
KansasA.M.B.E.R. Plan hasn’t solicited funds
fromthe public and they don’t intend to at all.

Although Horton did say that the Kansas
A.M.B.E.R. Plan began through contributions
fromtheKansas Sheriff’ sAssociation, theKan-
sas Peace Officer’ sAssociation, and theKansas
Association of Chief’sof Police.

“1 think each group donated $1,000 and they

Tom Dreiling
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are applying for some additional funding
throughafederal ByrneGrant,” hesaid.“ A com-
puter equi pment company donated thecomputer
hardwarenecessary for theA.M.B.E.R. Planto
getit started.”

TheKansasA.M.B.E.R. Planisavoluntary,
cooperative effort between law enforcement
agencies, radioandtelevisionstations, andciti-
zensto help protect our children. It wascreated
in September 2002 to promptly distributeinfor-
mation when a child is abducted, deter poten-
tial abductors, and quickly mobilize citizensto
contact authoritieswith helpful informationin
the event of an abduction.

“We' ve been very fortunate here in Kansas
that there have only been four alerts,” he said.
“One ended up being afalse alert and three of
themwerechild custody thingswith parentsthat
wereresolved. But thank God, we haven't had
toactivateit onastranger abductioninKansas.”

Hortonsaid that at thispoint heisunawareof
anyone in Crawford County receiving a call
soliciting money.

“1 don’t know of anything in the area, but
people need to be aware that they could be
called,” he said. “If somebody receivesacall,
they should contact their local |aw enforcement
agency andif they havecaller ID to please save
that number and we will immediately turn that
intothestatetodofurther investigationonit. We
certainly want that to cometo and end.”

| haven'ttheslightestideaif anyoneinany of
our communitiesor county receivedsuchacall.
Butif you havelet our law enforcement people
know. Many of these calls are directed at our
aging population. They arethemost vulnerabl e.
Thebest advicel cangiveyou, regardlessof age,
isrecalling the words of former First Lady

Nancy Reagan, “Just say no!”

| HAVE cometotheconclusionthat thelittle
fat guy who loses every saleto Ditech, doesn’
work for anyone, he's his own boss. How el se
can you explain his employment ...And now
comesword that another sex scandal has some
peopleinhighplacesinWashington, D.C. shak-
ing in their boots. It’'s supposedly not near the
scope of the Bill-Monicathing, butit'll attrac
headlinesasit unfolds. Soundslikesexoliticsac
usual...TheWhiteHousesaysit doesn’t pay any
attention to the polls. Sure, then explain why
since President Bush has been falling in every
poll that comesout, he’snow ontelevisionwith
major speeches — reportedly he'll give one
week for thenext coupl eof weeks. Who doesn’
watchwhat?...And Sen. Kerry’ sbignewsof the
day yesterday wasunveiling hisnew, large, ex-
pensivecampaignjetincludingtheword* Presi-
dent” boldly proclaimed below his name...We
complainabout gasprices, but wegotothestore
and buy somethingthat runsfreely in our homes
— water! Explain that to me.

I WAS scanning an e-mail from our amuse:
ment association and they are looking for helf
to get the scrambler set up and ready for thi:
year’sfair. Thisisaproject that will begin be
foretoo many more suns set. If you can volun:
teer afew hours, pleaselet them know. They’ |
appreciateit.

They also made apitch for promoting picnic
tables and benches for the carnival grounds
Priceswill bethe same aslast year and wordi¢
theassociation canusequiteafew morethan are
in their current inventory. Forms are available
at the office of TinaHarris.

Yep, fair timeisnot too far away.

ON apersonal note, my hometel ephonenum:
ber ischanging to 460-7882 — S& T Commu-
nications. We are always telling people to buy
local whenyou can. So, | continuethat practice

HAVE agood evening!

K*kkkk

Tom Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press
His column appear s Wednesdays and Fridays.

Spiders don'’t stand a chance

It's all my mother’s fault that | am afraid of
spiders. Many yearsago, when| wasjust alittle
girl about 8 years old, she saw me pulling my
covers up onto the bed. | explained to her, that
sincetherewerealot of granddaddy longlegsin
theroomwherel wassleeping, | waspullingthe
coversup so they wouldn’t climb up the covers
and get on me. She was not sympathetic.

“If they really wanted to get on you, they
wouldclimbupontheceilingand dropdownon
you,” shesaid. What anawful thingtotell achild.
Every night of my life since, I’ ve scanned the
ceiling to be suretherewasn’t aspider lurking,
waiting to drop down on me. As| got older, |
didn’t really believe they were waiting for me,
but | still kept looking.

The other morning | was typing away, and
looked up and out the window, and saw, above
thewindow, abig hairy spider, crawling along.
He must have been awhole half inch across. |
knew | couldn’treachhimupthere, sol wentand
did something else, onthetheory hewould dis-
appear behind some furniture or books, and |
wouldn’t see him again. Sure enough, when |
cameback, | couldn’t seehim. So | started typ-
ing again. Pretty soon, | saw amotion out of the
corner of my eye, and there was that spider on
the table on the other side of me from the win-
dow. He had obviously crawled up on the ceil-

Maxine Nelson

® Random
Thoughts

ing and dropped down onto the table, just like
my mother said.

Inarareburst of courage, | grabbed apile of
wastepaper and beat him to a pulp, whopping
him with the cat’s hair brush in the process.
When | wassurehewasdead, | scooted himinto
thewastebasket. You' d think that would be the
end of that, but aday or two later, | was eating
my breakfast when | felt something brush my
arm. Looking down, | saw the brother (sister?)
of that spider onthefloor. Hemust havedropped
downfromtheceiling. Thank goodness| had my
slippers on. Conquering my fear, | stomped
downonhimwith my heel, and after being sure
hewas dead. | vacuumed him up.

I married my husband so hecouldkill spiders
for me, and hewasvery faithful in doing so for
many years. However, sincehehasgone, | have
todoit myself — or elsejust not gointo certain

rooms of the house because | saw a spider in
there. | don’'t have that many rooms. Soon |
wouldn’t be ableto gointo the house.

I’ ve got avacuum cleaner with ahosein my
bedroomwhich | usetovacuumup stray insects
and cat hairs, anda*“ dustbuster onastick” inthe
kitchenwhichwill reachtheceiling. They work
pretty well on spiders. | have no problem with
spiders outside in the yard. That's where they
belong, although | did find out that Outdoor
Windex will kill/discourage spidersaround out-
sidewindows, andliketouseitinthespring anc
fall for dual purposes.

Did you know spiders can scream? When |
wasinhighschool, | workedfor my aunt during
harvest, and shecooked onacob-burning stove.
Oneday, as| was putting cobsinto the stove,
spider ran up to the top of a cob which was go-
ingin.Astheflameshit him, hescreamed. | did,
too. I didn’'tbelievel really heard him, solater |
touched amatchto another spider. Hescreamed,
too. Somuchfor thetheory thatinsectsdon’t feel
pain.

But | still agree with Garfield that the only
good spider isadead spider. I’ ll try tomaketheir
death as quick and painless as possible.

MaxineNelsonisaretired Free Presseditor/
reporter andafreguent contributor tothispage.



