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\Wheat harvest could be ave

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Recentrainshashel pedthewheat
cropin ThomasCounty but whether
it cansalvagethedrylandwheat that
remains has yet to be seen, said
Roger Stockton, Northwest Re-
search-Extension Center soil and
crop specialist.

“The dryland does need rain for
the most part,” Stockton said.

“The condition is all over the
board.”

Hesaidwheatinall 12 northwest
Kansas counties suffered freeze
damage to some extent, adding it
wasunknownwhether thesamples
were representative of spotsor en-
tire fields. Stockton estimated 50-
60 percent of the crop did suffer
freeze damage.

“Other thanthat, thingsaren’ttoo
bad,” hesaid.

Irrigated wheat, Stockton said,
seemsto be doing much better.

“It was in better shape to begin
with,” hesaid.

Freeze damage in the irrigated
cropwill beafieldtofield situation.

He said the wheat heads on dry-
land are projected at average to
small and irrigated should have
“good-sized heads.”

Stocktonsaid somefarmershave
just takenalossontheir fieldsfrom
Colby onwest tothestateline. Such
fields are being tilled under or
sprayed with herbicideto get rid of
thewheat.

Heexpectsthedrylandwheat that

The dryland
does need rain for
the most part .. .the
conditionis all over
the board.”

Roger Stockton,
soil, crop specialist

does get harvested could yield
about 25 bushels per acreand irri-
gated wheat twice that.

Rob Aiken, acrop research spe-
cialist with the extension center,
said winter kill is evident by a
lighter colored plant head, which
shows up aswhite or yellow seeds
which don'tfill in.

He said a plant will try to com-
pensatewithlarger seedsonthepart
of the head that isn’t damaged but
itishardto makeupthedifference.

Also, Aiken said the problemin
dryland wheat isuniformity.

Acrossafield, thecrop might be
up but could bein different stages
of development or lack uniform
coverage.

AccordingtotheKansasAgricul-
tural Statistics Service, 195,000
acresof wheat wereplantedinTho-
mas County and 165,700 of those
acres were harvested in 2002. In
2003, 217,000 acres were planted
and 210,300 acreswere harvested.
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(Left) Rob Aiken, a crop research specialist with the Northwest
Research-Extension Center in Colby, showed the condition of dry-
land wheat in a test plot at the center in March. At the same spot
today (right), he pointed out freeze damage to one plant and said
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the wheat has come up but lacks uniform coverage and is in differ-
ent stages of development. He said freeze damage and crop uni-
formity are two of the problems that will affect yields during har-

vest this year.

Man found dead In Thomas County jail earlier today

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

A 46-year-old Caucasian man
was found dead in his cell today at
the Thomas County jail, said Tom
Jones, sheriff.

Theman’snameand many of the
particularssurrounding theincident
are still under investigation, Jones
said.

However, hedid say themanwas
arrested Tuesday at 4:45 p.m. on
seriousfelony charges.

Themanwasdiscovered dead at
12:15 a.m. when the deputy who
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On thewarmside
Colby-Oakley-Hoxie

Tonight...Partly cloudy. A 20
percent chanceof thunderstorms.
Lowsinthemid50s. Southwinds
5t0 10 mph shifting to the north-
east after midnight.
Thursday...Partly cloudy. Highs
in the upper 80s. Northwest
winds 5 to 10 mph. Thursday
night...Partly cloudy. Lowsinthe
upper 50s. North winds 5 to 10
mph shifting to the southeast
around 10 mph after midnight.
Friday...Partly cloudy. Highsin
theupper 80s. Southeast winds10
to 20 mphwithguststoaround 35
mph. Friday night and
Saturday...Partly cloudy.
Breezy. Slight chanceof thunder-
stormsin the evening then slight
chance of thunderstorms. Highs
in the upper 80s. Lows in the
lower 60s. Chance of thunder-
storms 20 percent.

Thenumbers

Tuesday’shigh, 71

Low thismorning, 50

Recordsfor May 26,98in1967
and 26in 1901

Year ago today, 68 and 53

Precipitation past 48hoursto 8
am. today, 0.28

May total, 0.95

Soil temperature, 70

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and other
numbersarefrom the Northwest
Research-Extension Center,
Colby. A recorded forecast up-
datedthroughout theday isavail -
able by calling (785) 899-7119.
Current temperatures are avail-
ableby calling 460-TEMP.

just came on duty was making
rounds and saw him lying on the
floor.

Jonessai d hisdeputy saw theman
approximately 30 minutes prior to
hisdeathand had noindicationany-
thing waswrong.

“In asituation like this,” Jones
said, “theproper protocol istohave
aneutral third party handle thein-
vestigation.”

In this case, he said, the Kansas
Bureau of Investigation sent oneof
their agentsfrom anearby officeto
handletheincident, adding that no

In asituation like this, the proper
protocol is to have a neutral third party
handle theinvestigation.”

Thomas Jones,
Thomas County Sheriff

local agent wascalled.

The coroner and the KBI agreed
that the body should be sent to To-
pekafor an autopsy in determining

State board makes
plea on school funding

TOPEKA (AP)— StateBoard of
Educationmembersareurgingleg-
islators to make one more attempt
this week to pass a school finance
plan, hopingthat additional funding
will stave off cutsin schools’ staff
and programs.

However, board members said
Tuesday prospects for action ap-
peared unlikely.

“We ask that you please give se-
rious consideration to our request.
We are counting onyou!” the state
board wrote in a letter signed by
Chairwoman Janet Waugh, of Kan-
sas City, and approved on an 8-2
vote at the board’'s meeting earlier
thismonth.

On Tuesday, Waugh said during
an interview, “For the sake of our
children, | hope they do some-
thing.”

Legislators adjourned the busi-
nessportionof their sessiononMay
8, authorizing $2.77billionstateaid
for the state’s 302 school districts.
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They haveabrief adjournment cer-
emony scheduled for Thursday,
givingthemonemorechancetoact.

When legislators adjourned ear-
lier thismonth, theHouseand Sen-
ate remained far apart. The House
had approved a$155 million pack-
age, financed with increased sales
andincometaxes, whilethe Senate
had passed a$72 million plan, bor-
rowingfundsfromthestate’ shigh-
way program and employee pen-
sion account.

Waugh said any additional fund-
ingwouldhelpschools, particularly
those with high numbers of poor
and minority studentswho require
additional servicesto become pro-
ficient on state tests.

“1 think that’sso sad, becausewe
hurt children,” Waugh said, adding
that districts have cut budgets and
are now “gnawing at the bone.”

However, House Speaker Doug
Mays said he does not expect any
action Thursday.

the cause of death, Jones said.
“We have no idea of the man’s

medical history,” hesaid, and asfor

his criminal record, the man had

minor crimes, but nothing as seri-
ous as what he was arrested for
Tuesday.”

Jonesdidnotwanttosay what the
specific charges were until the
man’snameisreleased.

Although the deceased was in
Colby at thetimeof hisarrest, Jones
said hedidn’t actually haveastreet
address, but rather was living in a
grain bin.

Thelasttimesomethingevenre-
motely similar tothiswasamost 15
yearsago andinthat caseamanhad
committedsuicideinthejail, Jones

said.

It isthe first time; however, in
Jones' nearly 20-year career as e
sheriff that someonediedinjail.

“The KBI is till in the prelimi-
nary phaseof thisinvestigation,” he
said.

Names of those working on the
casewere unavailable today pend-
ing completion of theincident and
autopsy results.

“It appearsthat thisisleaning to-
ward a natural death,” Jones said
today, “ but wewon't know for sure
until thereport iscompleted.”

Strikers settle In

b

strike was settled Tuesday.

SBC employees Chuck Brown and Larry Eberle picketed Monday in Colby during a four-day strike.
Employees were striking for better health coverage and to keep jobs in the United States. The
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Fair board special meeting set

The Thomas County Fair Board will hold a special meet-
ing at 8 p.m. Tuesday at the 4-H Building at thefairgrounds
to discuss equipment bids. The meeting is open to the pub-
lic.

Landfill closed for holiday

TheThomasCounty L andfill will beclosed Sunday, May
30and Monday, May 31 for theMemorial Day holiday. The
landfill will be open itsregular hours Saturday and the rest
of theweek from9am. to4 p.m.

Meal delivery available

The Senior ProgressCenter in Colby deliversmealstothe
homebound. If you have a physical or social disability and
are certified by the Homestead Nutrition project qualified
assessor, youwill beeligible. Call Donnaat 460-2901 or you
may call the Homestead director at 1-800-432-7422.

Monument reunion Sunday

The Monument Alumni School Reunion will be Sunday
withapotluck dinner at 1 p.m. at the M onument School . All
graduatesandtheir families, teachersand thosewho attended
Monument School are encouraged to come and renew old
friendships, organizer said.

West Nile tips issued

TheThomas County Health Department isreminding ev-
eryoneto beawareof theWest NileVirusand mosquito popu-
|ation through prevention efforts. For example, when out-
doors officials said to use arepellent with DEET and extra
clothing. Off brand bug spray has proven to be the best re-
pellent and it comesin all strengthsfor children and adults,
said JuanitaDewey, administrator at ThomasCounty Health.
She al so suggeststhat standing water in yards should bere-
moved since thisis a breeding ground for mosquitos and
peopleshould avoidwearing perfumesor fragrant [ otionsor
powders to attract mosquitoes. Don’t burn any fragrant

candles outdoors, but rather use citronellaor candles made
for mosquito control.

Vendors wanted for Chautauqua

Food vendorsareneeded in Juneduring Chautauqua, saic
L eilani Thomas, oneof thecommittee members. Any groups
or organi zationslooking for afundrai sing event might want
to consider this opportunity during the week of June 11
through June 15. Food serviceis needed each evening from
5to 7 p.m. with beverages and sandwiches offered. Other
volunteers are also needed. To see how to help during this
event, call the Colby Conventionand VisitorsBureau at 460-
7643 or writeto 350 S. Range #10.

Municipal pool opens Saturday
TheColby pool will beopenfor thefirst day of the season
Saturday to kick of the Memorial Day weekend. The pool
hourswill be 1-6 p.m. Monday through Saturday and from
2-8 p.m. Sunday, said pool Manager L anee Carpenter s
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