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Serious rodent problem

Tothe Colby Free Press:

We are one of the threetrailersin Friendly Acres who have had
opossum problemsinthelast week or so. Thisisavery seriousissue
that someone needsto address. | don’t know very many people and
imaginethatif | know of threethat arehavingthisproblemthereare
many more.

Our family has exhausted all the avenuesthat we can think of to
get hel p but have come up empty handed. Some of thethingswhich
wehavetried are: calling Fishand Game, Colby Law Enforcement,
K.-State Extension office, Wildlife Management and thelocal pest
control agencies.

Weareseriously inneed of assistance. Opossum’ scan beinfected
with diseases and are a serious hazard to children who livein this
trailer park, aswell astherest of Colby. Our law enforcement should
not betheoneswho are expected to deal with arodent problem, and
neither should ordinary citizenswho have no experience or knowl-
edge of them.

Mr.& Mrs.ChrisHarrington
Colby
(L etter #40)

Oakley says ‘Thanks!

To the Colby Free Press:

On behalf of the citizens of Oakley and the Wild West Historical
Foundation, Inc., wewould like to thank the Colby Free Press and
TishaCox for their finecoverage of our Buffalo Bill scul pturededi-
cation event.

In addition wewould liketo extend our appreciation to the many
people and businessthat hel ped us make this project areality.

A special thanksgoesout to MikeWoofter and Woofter Construc-
tionfor“Beingtherewhenweneededthem”. Mike, Carl, Susan, Rod
and Norm were just fantastic, thanksfolks!

Be sure to stop by Oakley when you can and visit the scul pture
siteand the Fick Fossil and History Museum. Itisour desirefor this
scul ptureto belong to the peopleand it istherefor the enjoyment of
all.

We hope that the fact that we are bringing more attention to our
fine heritage will be beneficial to all of northwest Kansas.

Sincerely,

C.LewisEvins, President

Wild West Historical Foundation, I nc.
P.O.Box 160

Oakley, Kan 67748

(Letter #41)

Something wrong with this

Tothe Colby Free Press:

Mr. Grosso wasin the newsagain (thisweek). He'sindignant that
someonewantstotakeback part of the$188,000,000 hewasawarded
asaretirement package when heleft Wall Street.

L et’ssay heworkedintheNew York Stock Exchangefor 20 years.
(Some people claim he wasn't there that long). Let’s give him two
weeks vacation per year. That leaves him 50 weeks at 40 hours per
week, 2,000 hours per year, 40,000 hourstotal.

Divide 188,000,000 by 40,000. Wow! That blew my littlecalcula-
tor so | had to reduce the figures by atenth.

That came out to $4,700 per hour or $37,600 per day. That wasn’t
hissalary, that isjust hisbenefit package given at retirement.

| stheresomething wrongwith my cal cul ator, or istheresomething
wrong on Wall Street.

Wilbur Leebrick
Atwood
(Letter #42)
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YOU canlive— and livewell — with diabe-
tes. Those of us who have the disease (mein-
cluded) know that. However, living with it in-
volves morethan just tolerance. No onel know
of hasaway of sayingit better than Jean Rogers,
Lakewood, Colo., daughter of Mr.andMrs.Ken-
neth Rogersof Colby. Writing al etter inresponse
toan articleappearing in adiabetes-driven pub-
lication, Jean’ sthoughtsareeducational for those
not familiar with diabetes, and also servesasa
reminder for those of uswho arethat wecan deal
with thishealth issue.

Shepointsout that shehashad type 1 diabetes
for morethan 40 yearsand offersassurance that
the regimen needed to maintain one’s healthis
fairly arduous. Arduous, shewritesfor themaga-
zZine, does not mean strict, but it does mean that
oneneedsto livealifestylethat issuited for liv-
ing with diabetes. She pointsout that the conse-
guences of not maintaining aregimen can bedi-
sastrous and can lead to, in the worst case sce-
nario, renal failure, heart failure, and blindness,
among others.

She rightfully points out that a diabetic diet
doesnot mean not ever falling off thewagonand
having the occasional “forbidden” food. It does
mean that even if you fall off the wagon, you
shouldtry tolimititto onceinawhileandjump
right back on.

Most of usliving with diabetes knows about
exercise. Jean writes: Exercise, along with a
proper diet and regular monitoring of one’sblood
sugar, plays an integral part in helping to regu-
lateweight and blood sugar. Itisimportant totry
to keep one’'sblood sugar aslevel aspossible.

She continues: If aproper routineislearned,
having diabetes becomes second nature and not
impossible to live with. Yes, it islike a second
job, but avery manageableone. Diabetesisavery
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J-Diabets: S’s right on target

Tom Dreiling

1e My
Turn

serious disease and must be respected. With
proper diet, exercise, regular doctor visits, and
by properly followingyour medicationregimen,
someone with diabetes can live avery full and
rewarding life.

And she writes: | had a successful kidney/
pancreas transplant over three years ago. This
wouldnot havebeen possiblehad | ignoredthese
very thingsthat adiabetic must learn to do.

| would also add that like Jean, | pretty much
follow aregimenas| continue confronting and
dealing with the challenges that at times litter
the pathway. | read as much stuff about diabe-
tesas| can get my handson. I’ ve been dealing
with it since 1985 or ‘86 (exact year slips the
mind). Oneof my sourcesisDiabetesForecast,
amust read magazine for the diabetic. Strange
how, astheyears pass, you feel likeyou are up
todate onthetrendsand expectationsof theill-
nessand thenyou sit downto read the Forecast
andyoulearn of themany waysnever imagined
to deal with it. Among my sustaining mustsis
insulin, something | dreaded at the outset, but it
has become just another things| do as| ready
for the day at hand.

There are sickness of greater magnitude and
if I had to come down with something, well,
diabetes— | havefound, and as Jean so educa-
tionally stated— can bemanaged withcommon

Cartoons aren't for kids

It’snot that | haveashort attention span. | just
happen to find stupid thingsfunny.

Take for instance the little monologues on
Cartoon Network’sAdult Swim.

Itisn't asbad asit sounds. They’rehilarious,
depending on your state of mind.

They arekind of silly but they servetheir pur-
pose— tomakeyoustick around and seewhat’s
on.

Also, since every other network is bogged
down with the leftovers of anew summer sea-
son, cartoons are aniceway tokill time.

Adult Swim is a programming block of ani-
mation for adults. It’s made up of stuff like
“Futurama,” (by the guy who did “The
Simpsons) which Fox canceled and Cartoon
picked up, afew other shows for the over 18
crowd and something alittle unusual — Japa-
nese anime.

Peopl e are becoming morefamiliar withitin
themainstream but unfortunately it’swith shows
like“Pokemon” or “ Yu-Gi-Oh!”

| bet most peopledon’t know there’ sprobably
something out therein animefor everyone. Ev-
erything from cute kids shows to horror, scifi,
comedy and romance for adults.

They way | understandit, in Japan, animation
isamedium that isfor morethan just kids. Un-
fortunately, it'sastigmathat is still attached to
the medium herein the States.

If anyone has been paying attention, for the
pastyear, HiyaoMiyazaki’s* Spirited Away” has
donevery, very well here. (For thoseof youwho
don’t know, Mr. Miyazaki is Japan’s answer to
Steven Spielberg. He's been the creative force
behind most of Japan’ shighest-grossing domes-
tically produced pictures.)

| haven't seen it yet but | have had the plea-
sureof seeing hiswork beforeit—*“Mononoke
Hime,” or “Princess Mononoke.”

Tisha Cox

® Off The
Beaten Path
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It'ssetin 14th century feudal Japan and cen-
ters on the conflict between man and nature,
mainly aboy namedA shitaka, an outcast prince
who gets stuck between both sides.

Hefallsin love with San, a girl raised by
wolves. San sides with her family, putting her
at oddswith Ashitaka. Hewantsto help the hu-
manswho haveinadvertently started thewar but
he also wants to help San. (There are also a
coupleof battlescenesthat’ || match anythingin
last year’s “ The Fellowship of the Ring: The
Two Towers” except the ones in “Princess
Mononoke” were hand-drawn.)

It'sabeautiful, violent, breathtaking story.

There's only one other movie that I’ ve seen
that comes close to matching the power and
emotion of Miyazaki. That was Spielberg's
“Schindler’sList.”

Tome, that provesthat animationisjust ale-
gitimate medium as anything Hollywood puts
out or the mainstream mediahere.

Another favoriteis“ Cowboy Bebop,” which
harkens back to the old film noir era. It'sabout
three bounty hunters — a grizzled ex-cop, a
young mobster turned good guy and an amne-
siacgamblingaddict who keepstheboysontheir
toes. It’'ssarcastic and sad and managesto con-
vey everything it is to be human in a mere 26
episodes.

Therewasalsoamoviethat wasrel eased here
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sense and adesireto prolong one's existence.
Jean’s|etter appreared in the Diabetes Fore:
cast.

YOU'LL getachuckleout of this:

A woman went to the doctor’s office, where
shewas seen by one of the new doctors, but af-
ter about four minutesintheexaminationroom
she burst out, screaming as she ran down the
hall. Anolder doctor stopped her and askedwha
the problem was, and she told him hel
story. After listening, he had her sit down anc
relax in another room.

Theolder doctor marched down the hallway
to the back where the younger doctor was anc
demanded, “What's the matter with you? Mrs
Terry is 63 years old; she has four grown chil-
drenand sevengrandchildren....andyoutold hel
shewas pregnant?!!”

The new younger doctor continued to write
on hisclipboard and without looking up asked
“Does she till havethe hiccups?’

DON'T forget the first “Picnic in the Park”
programisnext Thursday (June 3) at 12 noon a
FikePark. Bring alawn chair, or blanket, and ¢
sack lunchandenjoy themusicof theM cLemore
Family. The weekly series continues througf
July 29. The Colby/Thomas County Chambel
of Commerce, the Colby Convention and Visi-
torsBureauandtheColby Free Presshaveagair
teamed up to again sponsor this popular sum:
mertime feature. There'sno charge.

HAVE agood evening! Play it safethisMe
morial holiday weekend, and remember tovisit
thechurch off your choiceaspart of your plans
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TomDreilingispublisher of the Free Press.

anymore

in the States back in April, “Knockin’ on
Heaven'sDoor.” (It'souton DV D, fully dubbed
in English for your enjoyment. | saw the sub-
titled version but it wasawesomeanyway. This
one shouldn’t be missed.)

Hollywood has even jumped on the band-
wagon. Intheworksarelive-action versions of
“Dragonball Z,” “Lone Wolf and Cub” anc
“Akira.”

Thosestoriesworked ontheprinted pageand
in animation but who knowsif Hollywood will
beableto present themwiththecreator’svision
intact.

There'sal so been someediting doneto some
of the anime we get here because some scenes
might not be suitablefor kids. In Japan, thetar-
get audience wasn't the 7- to 13-year-old after
school crowd.

Orit’sbeen edited herebecause censorsthink
parts of it might be “unsuitable” for young
minds. Get acluefolks. They seeworse on the
news.

DBZ was meant for teenagers on up and if
you' veread themanga(the Japaneseversion of
the comic book) you' [l seewhat | mean.

For some reason, stuff has been dumbed-
down for kids when it shouldn’t have been. |
know it'sfor their protection but it’salsoanin-
sult to their intelligence and anybody wha
watchesanime.

| just don’t get how peopleherethink that just
becauseit’sanimated, it'sfor akid to watch.

Not true.

Tisha Cox isa general assignment reporter/
photographer for the Free Press. Her column
appearson Mondays (but thiscoming Monday
isaholiday and wewon't be publishing a paper,
so she opted to share today). Her e-mail i<
tcox@nwkansas.com.
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DANIELS AND HEREZ MAN,
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