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Preliminary autopsy reveals inmate’s death was natural

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

An autopsy into Wednesday’s
death of a46-year-oldinmateat the
Thomas County jail indicates the
man died of natural causes, said
Tom Jones, sheriff.

Theinmate, Joseph Kelly Jones,
borninNorton, and arrested earlier
on Wednesday was initially taken
into custody ontwo countsof inde-
cent libertieswith achild, hesaid.

Shortly after midnight, he said,
andfollowingashift changeinstaff,
Joe Joneswas discovered lying on

his cell floor with aninjury to his
head.

The sheriff
said David Rod-
riguez, thejailer
on duty, found
Jones at about
12:15 am. and
immediately
checked for a
pulse.

“Itwasashort
span of time be-
tweenwhen Rodriguez cameonand
when the other deputy (Brett

J.Jones

Mariman) went off duty,” he said.

Assoon asRodriguez saw Jones
onthefloor, hechecked for apulse
and discovered the man wasn’t
breathing.

He also told other officers the
manhad agashontheleftsideof his
head (behind hiseyeand abovehis
ear) that appeared tobefromablunt
trauma.

Thesheriff saidthat based onthe
preliminary autopsy, which was
done by Dr. Erik Mitchell in To-
peka, death occurred from asevere
coronary or stroke.

“This would explain the blunt
trauma,” the sheriff said, “which
would have happened whenthein-
mate collapsed and fell hitting his
head onthefoodtable(madeof con-
creteandiron).”

Priorto hisdeath, thesheriff said
that Jones had been jovial with au-
thorities and in a good mood con-
sideringhiscircumstances. “ There
wasnothingtoindicatethemanwas
sick or dying on Wednesday,” he
said.

Since the inmate died in the
county jail and in this case about

eight hoursafter beingarrested, the
sheriff saidtheproper protocol isto
call inaneutral third party.

In response, an agent from the
Kansas Bureau of Investigation’s
Garden City office was called to
look into theincident.

As for any wrongdoing by the
sheriff’sdepartment, Jonessaid he
isconfident that officersresponded
accordingtoproceduresandthat the
final report will substantiate that.

Asfor thechargesagainst Jones,
the sheriff said that obviously he
can no longer be prosecuted; how-

ever, theofficedid notify theFBI tc
relay that he had died.

Joneswas arrested at 4:45 p.m.,
Wednesday, on chargesof indecent
liberties with a child that were
brought forward by the victim, the
sheriff said.

Although the charges were very
seriousthistime, Sheriff Jonessaid,
incheckingfor priors, hehad some
arrests, but all were lesser-type
charges.

Asfor Jones body, family mem-
bers held graveside servicestoday
at Edmond Cemetery in Norton.

Colby College Endowment Association gives okay to fundraising

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press
The Colby Community College
Endowment A ssociation board ap-
provedthehiring Thursday night of
Bob Hartsook of Hartsook and As-
sociates of Wrightsville Beach,
N.C., aprofessional fund-raising
company, to do afund-raising as-
sessment. Board member Stan

Warm and windy

Colby-Oakley-Hoxie

Friday...Partly cloudy. Win-
dy. Highs around 90. South
winds 15 to 25 mph increasing
to 25to 30 mphintheafternoon.
Friday night...Partly cloudy.
Windy. Lows in the lower 60s.
South winds 20 to 30 mph. Sat-
urday...Partly cloudy. A slight
chance of thunderstorm. Highs
around 90. Southwinds15t020
mph shifting to the west in the
afternoon. Gusts up to 35 mph.
Chance of thunderstorms 40
percent. Saturday night...-
Partly cloudy with a30 percent
chance of thunderstorms.
Windy. Lows in the lower 50s.
Sunday...Highsinthe70s. M e-
morial Day...Highsinthe 70s.

Thenumbers

Wednesday’s high, 88; Low
this morning, 50; Records for
May 27, 100in 1895 and 22 in
1907; Year agotoday, 84 and 50;
Precipitation past 24 hoursto 8
a.m. today, 0.00; May total,
0.95; Soil temperature, 71

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center, Colby.

Edmundson voted against the mo-
tion.

Theaction cameduring aspecial
meeting with thecollege’sboard of
trustees.

Board membersin favor of the
motion were Sherry McDonald,
Mark Winger, KarenO’Neal, Diane
Williams, Nancy Saddler, Troy
Faulkender and Gina Jennings.

The association will use a
$25,000 check fromtheTex Garvey
Foundation to pay for the $14,000

assessment plus expenses for the
study whichwill bedoneto seehow
much money could be potentially
raised during acapital campaignto
raisemoney for theendowment as-
sociation and proposed wellness
center.

Hartsook was at the meeting to
answer questions, andexplainedthe
original proposal submitted to the
college board was a two-pronged
approach, starting the assessment
whilealso beginning thefundrais-

ing effort at the sametime.
Hesaidtheprocessisconcurrent
becauseit isneeded to build infra-
structureand also givesachanceto
start raising money.
“Thereasonisyou’vegottogive
usashot,” Hartsook said.
Hartsook said if everythingin a
campaign runs well, solicitations
will usually gowell also.
“What do you expect of us?”
asked endowment board member
DarlaMosberger.“I just can’t seeus

Attempts to override Sebelius vetoes fall

TOPEKA (AP) — Legislators
attempted but failed to override
Gov. Kathleen Sebelius' vetoes of
funding for a program that helps
pregnantwomenandtwo other bud-
getitems.

The attempt dealing with the
pregnancy maintenance program
came the closest to succeeding
Thursday, the legislative session’s
90th and final day.

The House overrode Sebelius’
veto, 88-24, giving supportersfour
votesmorethanthetwo-thirdsma-
jority they needed, even with 13
membersabsent. However, thevote
in the Senate was 23-13, leaving
supportersof anoverridefour votes
short, with four members absent.

Senators held their roll open for
more than 30 minutes while at-
temptswere madeto bring thefour
absent senatorsto the Statehouse.

However, several senators
switched their votes, making an
overrideimpossibleevenif theab-

senteesreturned.

Conservative Republicans ac-
cused Senate President Dave Kerr
of rushing the process to bring a
quick end to an otherwise ceremo-
nial adjournment session.

Inmost years, thefinal Houseand
Senate sessions are short, with no
real businesstransacted. Most leg-
islativebusinesswascompl eted by
May 8.

Kerr, R-Hutchinson, said al-
though he was unaware the House
planned to consider overriding the
governor’s vetoes, it was not un-
heard of. Each override attempted
started in the House.

Legislators  appropriated
$300,000 for grants from the De-
partment of Health and Environ-
ment to nonprofit groupsproviding
servicesto pregnant women.

When shevetoed thefundinglast
week, Sebelius said the nonprofit
groups receive money from other
sources and that many health care

initiativesalready competefor lim-
ited state resources.

But supporters of the program
saidthenonprofitgroups work de-
creases the number of babies born
with low birthweights.

Gov. Bill Graves vetoed asimi-
laritemin2001, but heandlegisla-
torslater worked out an agreement
torestorethe fundsto the budget.

A provision accompanying the
funding prohibited any money from
going to groups that provide abor-
tions. Because Sebelius supports
abortion rights, some legislators
suggestedthat abortion politicslay
behind her veto — something
spokeswoman Nicole Corcoran
said wasn't true.

The House also attempted to
overrideSebelius' vetoof $200,000
for anew, two-person white-collar
crimeunitintheattorney general’s
office, butthetally was69-43, | eav-
ing supporters of an override 15
votes short.

doing thiswithout help.”

Hartsook said his company will
help drive the fund raising and if
hired for that project, he said they
will need the endowment, college
board and president behind them
also.

Edmundson said he didn’t think
itwasintheir bestintereststomake
ahasty decision.

“1 think | need alittle moretime
tomull thisover,” hesaid.

Board member Mark Wing said

he thought they could learn much
from the assessment phase, adding
it would let them know the poten-
tial of acampaign. He said then
there wouldn't have to be a bonc
issue.

College board member Kenton
Krehbiel saidthere’snever beenan
intention to levy taxes or float &
bond for the wellness center.

“Wearen'tgoingtoask forabond
issue,” he said. “That’s not a way
any of uswantsto go.”

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor
Celebration plansfor a Colby

100th birthday celebration
marred by honoregs fall

terandthenflowntoHaysMedi-
cal Center whereshewill receive
treatment for her injury.

woman'’s 100th T
birthday fea-
tured in Thurs-
day’s edition of
the Colby Free
Press are now
on hold follow-
ing an unfortu-
nate incident
earlier today.

Emmal ouise
(Plante) Hamel,
highlighted in a front page ar-
ticle, fell in her homeabout 8:30
am. this morning breaking her
hip, family members said.

Mrs. Hamel wastaken by am-
bulanceto CitizensMedical Cen-

E. Hamel

It was unknown today asto
which hip wasfractured.

Prior to theaccident, family
members said they were plan-
ning some special activitiesto
honor her this weekend, but
now are wanting to make sure
friends are aware that every-

thing will be on hold.

One of the eventsincluded
wasan open housecelebration
from2to4p.m., Sunday, at the
AmericanLegionClubinColby.
Due to accident, Mrs. Hamel’s
family isrequesting that friends
bethinking of her duringthisdif-
ficult time and pray for her

Speedy recovery.

—— Briefly -

No Free Press on Monday

The Colby Free Presswill join in the observance of Me-
morial Day on Monday. Tom Dreiling, publisher, said the
employees will be given the day off to be with family and
friends. Normal operationswill resume Tuesday.

No trash collection Monday
The City of Colby Sanitation Department will not be op-

4420.

erating Monday due to the Memorial Day Holiday. Yard
wasteand trashwill not be picked up on Monday, but will be
picked up Tuesday, June 1, along with the regular Tuesday
route. For questionspleasecall the PublicWorksDept. at 452-

College pool opens next week
The Colby Community College swimming pool will re-

open on Wednesday, June 2. Lap Swimming is Monday
through Friday from5:30am.to7am. and 11:30am.to 1
p.m. Open Swimmingwill be M onday through Friday from
3p.m.to5p.m.; Saturday and Sunday from 1to 3 p.m.

Landfill closed for holiday

The Thomas County Landfill will be closed Sunday anc
Monday for theholiday. Thelandfill will beopen Saturday.
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