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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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L HAVE NOTHING TO
CELEBRATE
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DAY IN A ROW!
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AND HERE'S YOUR FAVORITE.
THE MORTGAGE PAYMENT
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HILARY WANTS TO ¥ KiDS LIKE TO BE
VACATION WITH WITH THEIR
HAYDEN'S FAMILY FRIENDS.
THE END OF JULY r—Y
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READING THE
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YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR:

NEWS

WEATHER
SPORTS

155 W. 5th

785-462-3963

BUT FAMILY SUMMER
VACATIONS ARE
A TRADITION! LIKE
OUR FAMILY FALL
DRIVE, OUR FAMILY
FRIDAYS AT THE
MOVIES, OUR FAMILY
GAME NIGHTS...UH...

@©2004 by King Features Syndicate, ne. World rights reserved.

IT WAS OVERKILL ON
OUR PART, WASN'T IT2

THAT'S WHAT
MAKES IT
A TRADITION. 4
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: IN THE SIXTIES,
COULD ONE EXPECT THAT CERTAIN BARS AND
PUBS HAD A HIPPIE HOUR?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals P

Family’sadysfunct

DEARABBY: | ama20-year-old
womaninneedof help. | usedtolive
at my grandmother’shousewithmy
younger sistersand my parents. My
father hasn’'t worked since | was
born. My mom managed a local
flower shop and madegood money,
but shewasfired two years ago af -
ter she started using cocaine with
Dad and her bossfound out.

My grandmaand my 19-year-old
sister take care of my 12- and 14-
year-old sistersbecauseour parents
are broke. To make matters worse,
my uncle, “Ralph,” moved here
fromFloridalastyear andnow lives
at my grandma’s. Uncle Ralph has
ajail record and is verbally and
physically abusiveto Grandmaand
to my sisters' cats and dogs. The
police have been called, but they
can't do anything unless Grandma
saysshewantshimout. Thethingis,
she'sterrified of him. She told my
sister shewisheshewouldleave, but
she'stoo scared totell him.

Abby, Uncle Ralph isthe reason
| moved out. How can | get him out
of that house, and how can | get my
parentshel pfor their drug problem?
Most of my money goesto help out
withmy sisters. | needacar and|’d
liketogobacktocollege, butl can’t
until this burden islifted off my
shoulders. | suffer anxiety attacks
from worrying about this. Please
help!

—ANXIOUS

DEAR ANXIOUS: You may
not likethismessage, but you need
to hear it. You are not Wonder
Woman, and you haveplaced far
too much responsibility on your
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Opening lead — ace of clubs.
How to BeaTough Competitor gy
ist. by King Features Syna.

Assume you'reinfive clubs doubled and Westleads
the ace and another trump. You win with the nine and,
inan effortto establish dummy’s diamonds, play the ace
and alow diamond. East follows with the queen, which

you ruff.

lon heavy weight
Abigail
Van Buren

e Dear Abby

own shoulders. You arefocusing
so hard on other people’s prob-
lemsthat you have forgotten to
takecareof your self.

Isn’t it time that your grand-
mother and parentstook respon-
sibility for themselves? You have
already helped them as much as
you can — mor ethan anyonecan
reasonably expect. There'sarea-
son why airline passengers are
instructed that in an emergency
they must first place the oxygen
masks over their own faces, and
THEN over thefacesof their de-
pendents. It’s so they don't all
black out at once.

My adviceistocontact Al-Anon
and learn how to separate other
peopl€ sproblemsfromyour own.
Get back in school and get coun-
selingthrough thestudent health
center. Onceyou ar eout of school
and established financially, then
you will bein astronger position
to help your siblings.

DEAR ABBY: | was brutally
raped afew monthsago by aman |
had thought was kind and gentle.
Afterward, | learnedthat hehadalso
been violently abusive to his ex-
wifeand former girlfriend.

He'sinjail for now, but | will have
totestify against himin court soon,

and |’ m scared to death.

Everyonetellsmetobebraveanc
speak out, but | just want to put this
all behind me. It keeps preying on
my mind, and I’ m frightened at
night when I’'m home alone. I'm
afraid I'll never feel safe again. |
have these nightmares that he es-
capes and beats me to death. Did |
dothewrong thingwhen | reportec
him?

— FRIGHTENED IN IDAHO

DEAR FRIGHTENED: No,
youdidtheright thing. Per mit me
to add my voice to the chorus of
thoseurging you to bebraveand
testify. By standing up for your-
self, you will also heal your self.
However, you should also bere-
celvingsupportfromarapecrisis
center during thisdifficult time.
And when you go to court, you
should have a victim’s advocate
by your side. Pick up the phone
and call (800) 656-4673. It'sthe
toll-free number of the Rape,
Abuse, Incest National Network.
Theywill guideyoutothehelpyou
need.

Editor’snote: Dear Abbyiswrit-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, alsc
known as Jeanne Phillips. Write
Dear Abby at www.Dear Abby.com
or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90069.

Family Circus = Bil Keane

www.familycircus.com

You note thatifyou play the ace and another heart at

this point, planning to ruff in dummy and lead the jack
of diamonds, you will go down if East started with only
Q-x of diamonds. There would then be only one trump
leftindummy to take care of your two losing hearts, and
you would lose a total of three tricks whatever you did

next.

Consequently, you should have second thoughts
about playing the ace and another heart, which could
lead to adead end. Instead, you find the exceptionally
fine play of leading the queen of spades at trick five.

Once youdothis, the defense collapses. If Easttakes
his ace, it gives you the extra entry you need to estab-
lishand cash dummy’s diamonds. And if Eastducks the
queen, you're stillonfirm ground. Inthat case, you play
the ace and another heart, ruffindummy and returnthe

jack of diamonds.

When East shows out, you discard the six of spades,
thus establishing dummy’s diamonds while atthe same
time escaping a spade loser. You still have a trump left
in dummy with which to reach the established dia-
monds, so the only tricks you lose are a club and a dia-

mond.

All of which goes to show that when the going gets
tough—whichis precisely what happened when West
led the ace and another trump atthe outset—the tough

get going.

Editor’s note: Due to the Memorial Day

holiday, the crytoquip and

puzzle in today’s edition have answers
included within the context of the puzzles.
Answers for the puzzles today are shown

below .

Answer to Crossword puzzle
shown at right on this page.

Solution time: 21 mins.

“Careful, Grandma. | wouldn’t want
you to get hurt.”
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Answer to Crytoquip shown at left on this page.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I SUPPOSE HE REALLY
ENJOYS GROWING NONFLOWERING PLANTS
JUST FOR THE FERN OF IT!

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals S



