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Remarkable man,
remarkable career

The untimely death Saturday night of Oakley’s Stan
Clark closed aremarkable political career.

In adecade in the Kansas Senate, Mr. Clark surprised
usagainand again.

Hewonthe40th District seatinacoup against the® mod-
erate” wing of theRepublican party, regul ar Republicans
who thought the post pretty much belonged to them. He
won re-election twice, and likely would havewon again
thisfall.

His quiet demeanor and serious nature belied a keen
political sense. Opponents usually underestimated him.

He won the seat in a special Republican convention
called after Sen. Sheila Frahm of Colby resigned to be-
comelieutenant governor under Bill Graves. Mrs. Frahm,
who |eft the state house to replace Bob Dolein the U.S.
Senatewhen heran for president, wasakey figureinthe
moderate wing in these parts. And that group thought it
had alock on her seat.

When the del egates convened, though, Stan Clark had
thevotes.

When he ran for re-election, the moderates usually
thought they could beat him. They werewrong.

Hispositionasaconservativeleft Mr. Clark at oddswith
themoreliberal Senateleadership much of thetime, but
he became an effective and knowledgeable senator. No
onehad abetter grasp onthestatebudget or what it meant
to peopleinthisarea. Colleaguesremarked that he actu-
aly read al the billsand caught many errors.

Stan Clark grew to know the budget and thelegidlative
processaswell asanyone. Eventhosewhodisagreedwith
him knew him asaman of good will and personal integ-
rity.

Asalegidator, Mr. Clark wasavail ableto thoseherep-
resented. He spent long hours on the road, traveling to
Topeka and back, and toured his vast 14-county district
— coveringtheentirenorthwest corner of thestate— each
year.

In Topeka, he gained seniority and became acommit-
tee chairman. The moderates may have thought him a
bumpkin, with histhick glassesand hispersonal commit-
ment to hisreligion — hewasamember of the Dunkard
Brethren Church — but those who knew him called him
akindand decent man. Hisboyishgrinand sandy hairwon
many friends.

Stan Clark wasararepolitician, honest, hard-working,
knowledgeable. Hispassing leaves his seat up for grabs.

Thevoterswill pick asuitablecandidatetotakehisplace,
but it will be some time before his successor can fill his
shoes.

There was even talk that he might have run for presi-
dent of the Senate next year.

His opponents, undoubtedly, would have underesti-
mated him. —Steve Haynes, Nor’ West Newspapers
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Bury we now
the Sweetest
and the Wisest

In Memory of Stan Clark

In scurriloustime of men of low breeding

And public office seemsall rant and rave,
Theblessed ideal of our country,

That the voice of the peopleisthevoice of God,
Findshislike, tall and simpleand full of grace.

Of Lincoln'sdeath Walt Whitman wrote,
“O powerful westernfallen star!”

And |, no Whitman, feel the same,

That astar hasfallen from the firmament.

(Mr. Coplinisaninstructor at Colby Community College, an
author, and apersonal friend of Sen. Clark.)

Keith Coplin

Our Senator’s final words

Sen. San Clarkwrotethefollowing columnon
Thursday of last week. It arrived in my e-mail
Saturday morning. Thesenator diedinavehicle
accident Saturday evening. It is an unusually
long column, far in excess of what he generally
writes. Butitissuch goodreading, itisoptimis-
ticandit foretell sthenecessary avenueswemust
travel asarural areatoinsure our viability in
theyearstocome. Here, then, arehisfinal words
to the peoplein his district —the 40th Senato-
rial District. - td

What did the Kansas L egislature accomplish
in20047? Really anumber of billsthat addressed
substantivepolicy issuesarenow law and | thank
you for your involvement and assistance. Many
of youwere personally involvedin specificleg-
islation this session and you are to be com-
mended. | know | was asked to review and edit
more testimony this session that probably any
since | have had the pleasure of serving in the
Senate. | personally believe that citizen testi-
mony isthe best because you not only know the
facts but also speak from the heart relating sto-
ries of personal experience. It isalways special
when other legislatorsapproach meafter ahear-
ingwheresomeonefrommy district hastestified
and says: “ Thecitizensknow their subject, they
areinformative, they get to the heart of the pro-
posal and they can relate personal experiences
ontheimpact of thislegislation.”

| testified personally insix differentlegidative
committees this session, in some of those com-
mitteesl testifiedmultipletimesandinall but one
instance | was testifying in support of the pro-
posed bill. | cantell you that an offenseis more
enjoyablethantestifyingagainst variouspropos-
alsand trying to minimize the adverse and gen-
erally unintended effectson rural Kansas.

Economic Development

Two yearsago | wrotein one of my newslet-
tersabout anew concept in“ economic devel op-
ment.” The etymology of the word “develop”
comefromakFrench word that meansto unravel
ortounfold. TheFrenchword comesfromalatin
wordthat hasitsoriginfromawordthat refersto
the coat on the back of a sheep which translates
as" atangled massof wool.” Thereforetheword
“develop” hasto do with an act of finding what
isalready there by unraveling and opening up.

For many years legislators could justify any
position by using rhetoricthat itis“for the chil-
dren” or “economic development.” The second
termiswhat | wouldliketoexploreinthisnews-
letter. Many government programs have been
created to advance economic devel opment and
most involve creating an infrastructure that en-
hances transportation; communications; hous-
ing; local utilities; planning; and providing grants
and loansto assist in funding prospective busi-
nesses. It isdifficult for alocal community to
survivewithout any of thesebut they areusel ess
without peopleto usethem.

For the past two years there have been three
pilot projectsto build the capacity of peopleto
utilize such infrastructures.

Thistruly involves a change in attitude. No
longer is there reliance on an outside expert, a
“sageonthestage,” or anartificial preconceived
visionthatissoldtoacommunity withatopdown
approach but the focus for development is bot-
tom up from within the human heart, head and
handsof individuals. Theshiftisfrom proactive
toresponsive, it requiresfocusing on and genu-
inely believingthat atruly successful individual
isonewho lives out the definition of successas
the progressive realization of personal, worth-
while, predetermined goals.

Local communities have worked with the
Sirolli Institute which pioneered an economic
devel opment approachthatiscalled “enterprise
facilitation.” Enterprisefacilitatorsstartwithno
planandafirmdirectivetoinitiatenothing. They
make it known in an economically struggling
town or neighborhood that they are availableto
help— inconfidence— anyonewith adream of
starting a business. The facilitator is part busi-
nessconsultant, part advocate, part matchmaker,
helping individuals crystallize an ideaand pas-
sion to develop that idea into a business. The
belief isthat all people can do well if given the
proper support, apositiveenvironment and help

|Stan Clark

e Under the
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in cutting through the red-tape. In many ways
the devel opment approach returns usto an ap-
prenticeship, mentorship skilled trade era, but
itsemphasi sison management activitiesof pro-
duction, marketingandfinance. Anentrepreneur
can be passionate about any one of these three
areasor productionand marketing or production
and financebut never equally passionate about
marketing and finance. You might become
skilledinall threeareasbut not equally passion-
ate.

The belief isthat in every community, no
matter how small or economically depressed,
therewill exist some peoplefor whom aunique
workinwhichthey may or may not yet beskilled
isapassionate driving force. Also, within that
same community, are others that possess the
skills necessary that can assist in developing,
testing and transformingtheideainto asuccess-
ful business.

Doesitwork?Thefirst experiment wasatown
on the seacoast of Australiain 1985. Five hun-
dred of the 8,500 citizenswere out of work, the
tunaindustry was in shambles, the people de-
moralized. The fishermen, businessmen and
government officialsdidn’t trust each other. In
relatively short order, asushi processing plant
wasdevel opedtoprovidejobsand purchasetuna
at 30 times the price the fisherman had been
gettingfromthecannery. By 1989, thetown had
45 new enterprises, and since then 335 more
business have been created. Hundreds of com-
munitiesinAustralia, New Zealand, Canadaand
the United States have model ed this approach.

Prosperity canbedirectly attributedto“civic
values” and attitudes. A precondition of agood
economy is the existence of social conditions
whichallow creativity andintelligenceto blos-
som, or conversely, towither anddie. Inparticu-
|ar, the environment that isrequired to capture
the passion, entrepreneurship, innovation and
creativity of local peopleisanenvironment that
promotes mutual and reciprocal cooperation.
This, of course, isthe definition of community
where through volunteering and networking a
social glueiscreated and thewholecommunity
prospers.

Just asinthisworld*“peace” cannot bedefined
asthe absence of conflict, but hasto bedefined
as"“quiet goodness,” sothecitizensin our rural
communitieshavetojointogether and pool their
talents. We are no different than the citizens of
thecoastlinetowninAustraliaexcept thestrug-
gling industry isagriculture. Thechangein our
communitiesisvery apparent, the middleclass
is being squeezed. Many communities have
home grown carnivalsthat pull them together,
others rally around their high school athletic
team; we need to experience the same commu-
nity passion with helping each other, and par-
ticularly our youth in developing their dreams
into businessesin our hometowns.

Wecan seesomesuccessstories|ocally where
anideaisnow abusiness:

Heartland Millsin Marienthal markets or-
ganic grains and food products around our na-
tionand in Europe;

Thefinest puppetsintheworld are designed
by Martha Bishop at the Puppet Factory in
Goodland;

GoonanAfrican Safari and your bullet most
likely will have been made by Swift Bullet Co.
in Quinter;

Myron and Rachel Keller, ownersof Quality
Collision Repair & Service/Petro Plusin Palco
|ast week received theNational Young Entrepre-
neur Award from the United States Small Busi-
nessAdministrationin Orlando, Fla.

TheFood Service Equipment at Focusonthe
Family in Colorado Springswas manufactured
by New Age Industriesin Norton.

Inaclassall by itself is Chuck Comeau and

his Dessin Fournir Companiesin Plainville
House & Garden magazine voted Dessir
Fournir asoneof thetop threedesi gn and manu-
facturing firmsof furniturein America. | stanc
in awe of the restoration he has completed ir
Plainvilleand Hays. Dessin Fournir isoneof the
four finalistsfor thisyear’s Governor’s Awarc
of Excellence, the highest honor abusinesscar
receive from the state. The Governor’s Awarc
of Excellenceispresented annually toabusines:
that exemplifiesK ansasvaluesand makesatre
mendous contribution to the economy and the
quality of lifeinthe community it serves.

Thelegislatureaccomplished thisyear:

The Kansas Center for Entrepreneurshif
withinthe Kansas Dept. of Commerce. Itspur-
poseistoincreaseseed capital for entrepreneurs
especially indistressed and rural communities
work with the Board of Regents and Board of
Educationto createtraining and coursework ir
entrepreneurship and bearesourcecenter, clear-
ing house and referral source.

Most areabankerswill tell youthat 75 percen
of thedepositsareheld by people 65 yearsof age
or over. For several generationswhen our grand-
parents died and their assets were distributec
most of themoney left thearea. Inan attempt tc
turnthistidetheL egislatureauthorizedthecre
ation of seven regional foundations. Every do-
nationtothesefoundationscanreceivea50 per-
cent tax credit. Thegoal isthat each foundatior
will have$2millionwithinthreeyearstoinves
in new businesses|ocated in rural Kansas.

Commercial buildings that have been ap-
proved by local city or county officialsand the
Secretary of Commerce will be eligible for
rebate of property tax on properties that have
undergoneimprovement. Theideaisthat if yot
take abuilding that currently hasatax value of
$25,000, fix it up and the new tax value i
$100,000, for five years you will receive are
bate on the increased value and then for years
six through 10, youwill pay increased property
taxesonanadditional 20 percent of theincrease
value. Attheend of 10years, theentirebuilding
isinthetaxroll.

An‘accredited angel investor’ caninvestine
rural business, andreceivea50 percent tax credit
not to exceed $50,000 on each business for ug
to five different businesses. The goal isto en:
courage business investment in rural Kansa:
instead of investing in Wall Street businesses
Theinvestor hopefully not only will have afi-
nancial stakeinthebusinessbut will also serve
inan advisory role.

Reducedthefranchisetax from $2 per $1,00(
in assets to $1.25. This will lower taxes for
31,000 Kansassmall businesses. Thischangei
revenue neutral because the former cap was
raised to apply to a greater percentage of the
assets of larger corporations.

Delayed implementation of the Streamlinec
Sales Tax Project until January 2005.

Now isthetimetocrystallizeyour dream, pool
our resources, unravel thetangled messof wool
and truly bring new life to our communities
Besidethe' enterprisefacilitation’ programtha
isavailable in several countiesin my district
your local economic devel opment organi zation
local utilitiesand WKREDA will be more thar
happy to assist you.

The remainder of Sen. Clark’sfinal column
will continue Thursday on this page. He deal s
with Insurance, Public Safety and Oil, Gas &
Electricity.

Readerswishingto comfort thefamily with e
card, or note, can send them to hiswife, Ruth,
andson, Will, at 205US83, Oakley, Kan. 67748.

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on
this page are encouraged. Mail them to the
Colby Free Press, 155 W. 5th St., Colby,
Kan., 67701. Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com
or pdecker@nwkansas.com. Commentscan
asobefaxedto(785) 462-7749, or dropped
off at theoffice. All submissionsmust carry
asignature, daytimetel ephonenumber and
address.




