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Penny should be returned to owner
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: Your “Penny
From Heaven” letter about the coin
found by the employee of a car re-
conditioning business (the penny
was given to his boss) missed one
important fact. That penny belongs
to the owner of the car and should
not have been taken without the
owner’s permission. It is called
stealing. Shame on you, Abby.

 — HONEST TO A FAULT
DEAR HONEST: Your letter

was one of hundreds I’ve received
from sticklers for honesty who
also scolded me for not chastising
her. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: That penny could
well have been “from heaven” for
the client who owned that vehicle.
It could easily have fallen from the
client’s pocket or purse and have
been presumed lost. That writer
should have offered the penny back
to the customer. And you, Abby, in-
stead of taking pleasure at the tak-
ing of another’s property, should
have pointed that out.

— C.R. IN WALLER, TEXAS
DEAR C.R.: Thanks for put-

ting your helpful criticism so
kindly. One reader from Studio
City, Calif., asked me if I had a
geranium in my cranium for over-
looking the point.

DEAR ABBY: My daughter,
“Melanie,” and her fiance, “Tom,
expect their first child next month.
Tom’s mother, “Shirley,” currently
has no home of her own and is liv-
ing with relatives. Shirley plans to
attend Melanie’s baby shower three
weeks before the baby is due, and
remain indefinitely with them in
their apartment. The apartment is
big enough for Tom, Melanie and
the baby, but certainly no more.

Tom can’t bring himself to say
“No” to Shirley, and Melanie is dis-
traught over this. She doesn’t like
having people around her 24/7, and
she’s physically sick to her stomach

about it. Shirley was not invited. She
simply informed my daughter when
she would arrive and where she
would be sleeping.

Should I get involved, or should I
let the children work this out them-
selves? Please advise.

 — ANXIOUS MOTHER
DEAR ANXIOUS: I advise you

to stay out of the fray. Offer your
daughter emotional support, but
do not fight this battle for her. As
much as you might like to help, it
is time for your daughter to
strengthen her backbone and
learn to assert herself. It would be
nice if her fiance had matured
enough to tell his mother to back
off at some point, but it appears he
hasn’t.

DEAR ABBY: My son-in-law,
“Donald,” ransacks our desk and
bureau drawers and looks at every-
thing when he comes to visit. He
doesn’t take anything, but he goes
through anything that arouses his
interest. Donald has a pleasant dis-
position, but his pawing through our
things makes my other daughter fu-
rious. Neither of us knows what to
do about it because we don’t want to
alienate my younger daughter.

Anything you suggest will be ap-
preciated. Last week, he opened a
small drawer where I keep my
checkbook and monthly payment
records. It’s driving us batty. Help!

— GOING BATTY
DEAR GOING BATTY: Relo-

cate your financial and personal
papers to a locked filing cabinet.
Put a lock on your bedroom door
and use it when Donald is in the
house. Actions speak louder than

words.

DEAR ABBY: I have been going
out with my boyfriend, “Donny,” for
some time. We love each other and
would do anything for each other. I
am 17 and a senior in high school.
Donny is turning 19 and is a college
freshman back East.

Donny’s father is encouraging
him to see other girls while he’s in
college. I am jealous and scared that
Donny might cheat on me, because
most of the relationships around me
have failed because the man cheated
on the woman. I am worried that this
will happen to me — especially be-
cause during Donny’s phone call
last night, he mentioned that a girl
had flirted with him yesterday.

Deep down, I feel it would be
easier to split up for the time being.
I am torn, because I love Donny and
can’t stand being without him, but I
also don’t want to end up getting
hurt. What should I do? Should I
trust Donny or split up with him?

—TORN IN CALIFORNIA
DEAR TORN: I have a better

idea. The next time you and
Donny talk, tell him what you
have told me. Then offer him the
option of both of you dating oth-
ers and hear what he has to say.
Long-distance romances can be
difficult, but my mail tells me that
some of them work out. So hold a
good thought, let Donny be part of
the decision-making, and don’t let
the green-eyed monster wreck
your relationship.

* * * * *
Editor’s note: Write Dear Abby at

www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.

Hot Potato
There is a lot more to some deals than at first

meets the eye. Take this case from the 1993
North American Open Pairs.

At one table, three notrump was reached on
the bidding shown. West made the normal
opening lead of the heart king, and East made
the equally normal play of overtaking the king
with the ace and returning a heart to unblock
the suit.

 West took South’s jack with the queen,
cashed the ten and continued with a fourth
heart, establishing his remaining heart.

Declarer won the heart with dummy’s nine,
cashed the ace of spades, discarding a diamond,
and then led a club toward his hand. After East
followed low, South put up the ace and played
another club, losing to East’s king. West’s good
heart thus withered on the vine, and declarer
took the rest of the tricks.

In the post-mortem, East chided himself for
failing to put up his king when the first club was
led from dummy. He pointed out that after
South took the king with the ace, West would
next gain the lead with the queen and cash his
heart to defeat the contract.

South replied that if East had made this play,
he would have allowed the king to hold and then
played the ace on the next round. Whether
South would actually have made this play will
never be known, but since he might have, there
is no assurance that the king play would have
succeeded.

East and South both missed another possibil-
ity, however. East had the right idea about sac-
rificing his king of clubs — but the right time
to get rid of it is on the third or fourth round of
hearts! Once East jettisons the club king on a
heart, declarer is helpless.

The winning play is really not that hard to
find. East should reason that if South, who is
known to have a long club suit, has the A-Q,
his king is dead anyway. It should therefore be
disposed of as quickly as possible in the hope
that partner has the queen. The play is clearly
correct — all you have to do is think of it!
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