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Strong winds and hail in May damage corn and soybeans
So, how windy was May in Kansas?

MANHATTAN — Unusually
strong winds and hail during May
in some parts of Kansas may have
damaged some of the state’s young
corn and soybean plants, a Kansas
State University agronomy profes-
sor said.

“After this kind of weather, it’s
important for farmers to get out and
assess the impact, if any, on corn
and soybeans,” said Dale Fjell, a
crop production specialist with K-
State Research and Extension.

Kansas climatologist Mary
Knapp confirmed that May was
windier than usual at most weather
recording spots throughout the
state. In addition, hail plagued im-
portant agricultural areas such as
Sumner County in south central
Kansas, Cheyenne County in ex-
treme northwest Kansas, and both
Washington and Republic counties
in the north central part of the state.

“If a corn plant lost a few leaves,
but continues to show new growth

from its stem, the weather did not
kill the growing point, and the plant
should survive and have some
yield,” Fjell said. “The yield might
be reduced, but corn plants typically
have around 20 leaves. So, if a plant
has lost six or eight leaves, it’s prob-
ably not damaged badly enough to
consider replanting.

“If there’s no growth out of the
stem, however, but tillers start com-
ing out near the ground, then you
probably aren’t going to have a pro-
ductive plant.”

When a particular field looks
damaged enough to consider other
options, such as replanting to corn
or another crop, it’s important to
keep in mind if a herbicide has al-
ready been applied and how late in
the season it is. In some areas it’s
getting a little late to replant corn,
he added.

When assessing soybeans, it is
important to look at where the coty-
ledons are attached to the stem, Fjell

said. Cotyledons are specialized
leaves on the plant. The point at
which they are attached (nodes) are
critical growing points on a soybean
plant.

If damage occurred below the
nodes where the cotyledons are at-
tached, the plant likely will die. If
leaves were knocked off above the
nodes, but the stem is still intact, he
said, the leaves will grow back and
the plant should yield with little
loss.

Oftentimes strong winds such as
those Kansans experienced during
May are associated with storms,
Knapp said. But much of the windy
weather this year occurred on days
with no rain.

For photos that show hail damage
to a soybean plant, interested per-
sons can access the K-State Re-
search and Extension Soybean
Scene Web site: http://www.oznet-
.ksu.edu/soybeanscene/june22.-
htm .

MANHATTAN — Kansas,
like other prairie states, has al-
ways had its share of windy
weather, but recent weeks have
been unusually so, compared
with long-term averages, said
Kansas climatologist Mary
Knapp.

“Goodland had just six days
during May when the wind aver-
aged less than 10 miles per hour,”
said Knapp, who is in charge of
the state’s Weather Data Library,
housed at Kansas State Univer-
sity Research and Extension.
Wind in the northwest Kansas
community averaged 13.4 miles
per hour during May — above the
13 mph average recorded over
the 1948-1990 period. On May
11 alone, the wind in Goodland

averaged 29.1 mph,  peaking  at 67
mph.

Concordia in north central Kan-
sas had average wind speeds during
May of 12.6 mph, just under its 13
mph historical average. On May 29,
however, its wind speed averaged
23 mph, and the highest single wind
speed recorded there during May
was 53 mph.

Dodge City in southwest Kansas
recorded an average May wind

speed of 15.6 mph, up from the
long-term average of 14.6 mph.

“The highest wind gust this
May occurred on the 21st during
the early morning hours when the
speed reached a peak of 63 mph,”
said a report by the National
Weather Service office in Dodge
City. The National Weather Ser-
vice also reported that May was
the driest May on record for
Dodge City.

“                 Goodland had just six days during
May when the wind averaged less than 10
miles per hour.”
                                          — Mary Knapp, climatologist

Pre-need funeral arrangements gaining popularity with many
By PHILL KLINE

Consumer Corner
Dear Attorney General Phill

Kline:
I recently read an article regard-

ing the rising cost of funerals.
Though I had taken out a life in-

surance policy many years ago to
cover this expense, I am starting to
worry that the policy is no longer
sufficient.  Should I make “pre-
need” arrangements now to guaran-
tee my loved ones aren’t left the un-
expected financial burden of cover-
ing my funeral?

Dear Kansas Consumer:
Pre-need funeral arrangements

are increasing in popularity due to
the fact that many individuals are
taking a more active role in plan-
ning and paying for their own fu-
neral before their time of death.
While pre-need planning has it’s
advantages, it is important to under-

stand the difference between pre-ar-
rangement and pre-paying to make
an educated decision on what is best
for you and your loved ones.

Pre-planning allows you and
your family to plan a funeral pre-
ceding death.  By so doing you are
able to:

1.Make an informed decision on
the type of service you wish to have

without the distress of your recent
loss; 2. Compare prices at area fu-
neral homes; 3. Get an estimate of
how much the funeral you would
like would cost today, remembering
inflation may cause the price to
change. Many funeral homes and
cemeteries offer this service as a
courtesy. However, you should ask
whether or not there will be a charge

for this service at the time you call
to set up your appointment.

Pre-paying for funeral expenses
may be done in a variety of ways,
all of which should be fully under-
stood before signing any type of
contract. Pre-arranged funeral
agreement: A pre-arranged funeral
agreement gives the purchaser full
control of the money and can only

be withdrawn prior to death by that
person.  The money is placed into a
bank, credit union or savings and
loan association in the name of the
purchaser and the seller.  Once a
verified statement and certified
copy of a death certificate is fur-
nished to the financial institution,
the institution will allow the seller
to withdraw the amount of the fu-

neral bill.
Insurance: If you plan on pur-

chasing an insurance product to
cover the expense of a funeral, take
into consideration whether the pre-
arranged funeral contract is guaran-
teed.  If not, inflation may cause
prices to increase beyond the
amount of the policy leaving a bal-
ance due at the time of death.

Scientists report that elevated manganese exposure from 
welding rod fumes has been associated with Parkinsonism (like
Parkinson’s disease) and manganism. Symptoms include 
shakiness, distorted facial expression, loss of equilibrium,
decreased hand agility, difficulty walking, joint pain, loss 
of short term memory, slurred/slow speech, stiffness in 
muscles and tremors. If you have experienced any of these 
problems, call us today toll free at 1-800-THE-EAGLE for a free
consultation to evaluate your potential claim. We practice law
only in Arizona, but associate with lawyers throughout the U.S. 
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2004 Kansas Senior Olympics2004 Kansas Senior Olympics2004 Kansas Senior Olympics2004 Kansas Senior Olympics2004 Kansas Senior Olympics
Sept. 23-26 and Sept. 30-Oct. 3

Topeka, Kansas

Open to all seniors who will be 50 years old on
or before December 31, 2004. There are 16

different sports to compete in.

Registration Packets availableRegistration Packets availableRegistration Packets availableRegistration Packets availableRegistration Packets available
beginning July 8th.beginning July 8th.beginning July 8th.beginning July 8th.beginning July 8th.

For more information call (785) 368-3798

DEBT CRISIS!
Consolidation is the key

to personal loans,
mortgages, and other

financial services.
Available up to

$500,000. Low interest.
Call toll free:

1-866-834-6795


