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Copelan Justice sailed off the high dive at the Colby swimming pool Wednesday afternoon.
Copelan was one of many youngsters enjoying the pool during it’s first week of summer opera-
tion. The pool’s hours are 1-6 p.m. Monday through Saturday and from 2-8 p.m. on Sunday.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Continued warm

Colby-Oakley-Hoxie

Tonight...Partly cloudy. 30
percent chance for thunder-
storms. Low around 60. South-
erly winds 15-25 mph.
Friday...Partly cloudy. A 30 per-
cent chance for thunderstorms.
Highsin the 80s. South winds
15-20 mph. Friday
night...Partly cloudy with a30
percent chance for thunder-
storms. Lows around 60. South
winds 10-20 mph.
Saturday...Partly cloudy. A 20
percent chance for thunder-
storms. Highs in the 80s. West
winds 10-15 mph, switching to
the northeast around 15 mph..
Saturday night and
Sunday...Partly cloudy with a
20 percent chance for thunder-
storms. Lows in the upper 50s
and highsin the 80s.

Thenumbers

Wednesday’shigh, 79

Low thismorning, 47

Recordsfor June3,97in1953
and 36in 1951

Year ago today, 74 and 51

Precipitation past 24 hoursto
8am. today, 0.00

Junetotal, trace

Soil temperature, 74

Thesources:

The forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service, and
other numbers are from the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center, Colby. A recorded fore-
cast updated throughout the day
isavailableby calling (785) 899-
7119. Current temperatures are
availableby calling460-TEMP.

Water use

*Wednesday, June3— 3.479
million gallons.

Water advisories

» Water Watch is3.5 million
gallonsfor 3 consecutive days.

e Water Warning is 4.0 mil-
lion gallons for 3 consecutive
days.

* Water Emergency is 4.5
million gallons for 3 consecu-
tivedays.

Mini-motorcycle
Craze concerns City

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

The Colby city manager and
chief of police told council mem-
bers at Tuesday’s meeting that the
recent influx of mini-motorcycles
hasprompted aneedfor discussion.

“Someone is going to get seri-
ously hurt or worse on these,” said
Randy Jones, chief of police.

Carolyn Armstrong, city man-
ager, agreed, adding that shewanted
to make the council aware of this
problem.

Jones said the mini-motorcycles
are classified as a “toy” and they
haveagas-powered enginecapable
of 20 to 30 mph speeds.

“People can’t take toys on the
streets,” he said. “They are not
street legal .”

Citing reasons why the mini-
motorcycles aren’t street legal,
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The mini-motorcycle is prompt-

ing concern by city officials.

Jonessaid, motoristsand residents
need to beawarethat thereisan or-
dinance to address these types of
vehicles.

He also said that it isimportant
for peopleto understand that these
vehicles have limitations as far as
wherethey can beridden.

“Some parents or others using
the vehicles might not be aware of

theordinance,” Jonessaid.

In addition, without a vehicle
identification number, these mini-
motorcycles cannot be licensed or
tagged.

For those unfamiliar with the
Standard Traffic Ordinance, Arm-
strong said today that itisaregula-
tionwhichreadsinpart that no per-
son on roller skates or riding in or
by meansof any coaster, toy vehicle
or similar device, shall go on any
roadway except while crossing &
street at thesidewal k and except on
streetsset asideasplay streets.Since
thecity hasnoplay streetsavailable,
she said, these vehicles are illegal
on any city streets.

For questions about the traffic
ordinance or where these types of
mini-motorcyclescanbeused, call
thepolicedepartment at (785) 462-
4460.

More filings reported as
June 10 deadline approaches

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Time is running out for those
planning to run in the Aug. 3 pri-
mary election.

Thomas County Clerk Tracey
Perkinssaidthedeadlineisnoonon
June 10.

A few additional filings have
taken place since the last report in

the Free Press.

They are:

* Max Embree, Democrat, com-
mitteeman Ward 1.

« Judy Kistler, Peg Toleand Ken-
neth Frahm, Republicans, commit-
teewomen/man Ward 2.

e Karen K. Koenig and Alvin
Koenig, Republicans, committee-
woman/man Ward 3.

e Paul M. Steele, Republican
committeeman Ward 4.

Othersinclude:

Democrat Lois Starns, Kingery
committeewoman; Republican
Lon R. Frahm, West M organ com-
mitteeman; Republican Ruth Clark,
South Randall committeewoman;.
and Republican Darrel K. Dible,
Wendell Township treasurer.

Thomas County fair board approves new mower

TISHA COX

Colby Free Press
TheThomasCounty Fairgrounds
will be getting anew mower.
Thefair board went over bids at
aspecia meeting Tuesday and ap-
provedthelow bidforaJohnDeere
757 Z-Trak midmount mower for
$6,750 from Colby Implement.
Lang Diesel, also of Colby sub-
mitted a bid of $6,888.75 for a
Grasshopper mower. Tom Schertz
of Winonasubmitted thehigh bid of
$8,000 for aSkag mower. Cochran
Farm Supply in Goodland submit-
ted bids of $7,212, $7,407, $7,290

and $7,524 for a Z-Series Hustler
and $7,407, $7,641, $7,485 and
$7,719for aSuper Z-Seriesmower.
Board president Stan Strange
said representativesfrom the com-
paniesthat submitted bids brought
mowerstothefairgroundslast week
anddemonstratedtheir capabilities.
Boardmember Darrell Diblesaid
the mowers were used on several
typesof vegetationandterrainatthe
fairgrounds.
“It gaveusareal good picture of
how themowershandled,” hesaid.
Stability, horsepower and easeof
operation were some of the con-

cerns about the different models.
Another issue of concern was pay-
ing for the mower.

Strangewantedto know if any of
themwereavail ableonalease-pur-
chase agreement.

“| feel that’s the only way it's
going to be affordable to do this,”
hesaid.

Dible said the Deere and Grass-
hopper wereavailablethrough that
kind of agreement.

Strange said he liked the idea of
paying up front for the mower but
the fact the fair is coming up soon
was an issue. He wanted to make

Storms stall winter wheat harvest:

WICHITA (AP) — Thunder-
storms across southern Kansas on
Wednesday stalled the fledgling
2004 winter wheat harvest ascom-
bineswereready toroll.

Beforetherainsarrived, the OK
Co-op Grain Co. had gotten
600,000 bushels of wheat at its
sevenelevatorsinKiowa, Hardtner,
Hazeltonand Corwininsouth-cen-
tral Kansas, the company said.

“l amreal pleased with the qual-
ity. | just hope the bushels are
there,” said manager AlanMeyers.

The Kiowa area was spared the
late spring freezes that damaged
crops further north, but it still had

its share of heat and drought, he
said. Kiowa— typically the first
areawhere wheat is cut in Kansas
— began harvesting itsfirst loads
Saturday.

Wheat in Kansashasripened un-
seasonably early, makingitready to
harvest at thesametimeaswheatin
northern Texas and Oklahoma.
Partly becauseof anunusually large
cropinTexas, therearenot enough
custom harvestersin Kiowato cut
al the wheat that isready, Meyers
said.

Brett Myers, executive vice
president of theK ansasAssociation
of Wheat Growers, saidwheat qual -

ity will be spotty acrossthestate as
the harvest gears up.

“Itispretty early totell,” Myers
said.

“Weknew someof thebest wheat
was going to be around south-cen-
tral Kansas, and from what we are
seeing theearly wheat isquite abit
better.

“Weexpectittogetalotworseas
we go to the north and northwest,”
hesaid.

Drought, disease and late frosts
haveall taken atoll.

Themajority of theK ansaswheat
crop isnow listed in poor to very
poor condition, according to the

sure there is enough money in the
board’s account to cover all of the
expensesand havemoney left over.

Board member Mark Anderson
madeamotiontofinancethemower
for twoyearsbut themotionfailed.

Nancy Rundel, board member,
later made a motion to pay for the
mower upon delivery, which was
approved.

Theboard also briefly discussed
insurancefor thehome-owned car-
nival. Diblesaidit wastal ked about
at thelast Thomas County Amuse-
ment A ssociation meeting and the
problem is that the insurance pro-

vider doesn’t want to supply liabil-
ity insuranceduringtheentireyear.

Hesaid getting insurancefor the
week of thefair isn't aproblem.

Board member Marty Crampton
suggested storingthecarnival rides
for the duration of the year, which
wouldeliminatetheneedfor liabil -
ity insurance.

Diblesaidthey haven’t doneany-
thing yet and are still looking at
other carriers.

Hesaidif they had moreof atrack
record, like five or 10 years of op-
erationwithout problems, thereare
plenty of carriers.

quality varies in areas

KansasAgricultural Statistics Ser-
vice. It ranked wheat condition
Tuesday as26 percent very poor, 27
percent poor and 24 percent fair.
Just 21 percent wasin good condi-
tion, with 2 percent listed asexcel-
lent.

Theagency said about 3 percent
of thewheat isripein Kansas.

Elsewhere in the state, little
wheat hasbeen harvested, withrain
Wednesday further delaying cut-
ting.

Farmersin Sumner County —the
state’s biggest wheat producing
area— brought their first 7,000
bushels into the Farmers Co-op

Grain Association elevator Tues-
day, said manager Ken Fitzpatrick.

Those first loads are of average
quality, running test wei ghts of be-
tween 56 and 60 poundsper bushel,
hesaid. Someshowed diseasedam-
age.

Itistoo early totell what quality
or quantity the county will ulti-
mately harvest, but Fitzpatrick ex-
pectsitto beabel ow-averagecrop.
A wet fall delayed planting and the
areahad alot of disease damagein
the spring, he said.

“We are going to take what we
can get, but it is not going to be
great,” hesaid.
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Commodity distribution scheduled

United StatesDepartment of Agriculturecommoditieswill
be distributed from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Monday at the Re-
tired and Senior Volunteer Program office at the Senior
ProgressCenter, 165 FikePark, Colby. For information, call
462-6744.

Changein billing software

TheCity of Colby hasswitched utility billing software. The
billswill bemailed out onJunel, 2004, and arenow in|etter
form, not on postcards. Pleaselook them over carefully and
call 462-4410if you have any questions.

Cemetery items can be retrieved

Paul Baird, the caretaker at Beulah Cemetery, said hehas
gathered most, if not all, theflowersand wreathslaid on the
gravesof loved onesfollowing strong windsthis past week-
end. Anyone suspecting their arrangements might have
blown away duringthehighwindsisaskedto stop by theshop

building on the southwest corner of the cemetery and check
for itemsthat arein the pickup truck parked near the build-
ing. All flowers and wreaths that were blown from their lo-
cationswill beavailablefor retrieval until noon on Friday.

Quilters Guild opens meeting to all
Dr. Bryan Grove, art instructor at Emporia State Univer-
sity, will be speaking at the Colby Community Building
(basement) starting at 7:30 p.m., Monday, June21. Thepro-
gram is one of the regular monthly meetings of the Kansas
PrairieQuiltersGuild. Grovewill talk onthesubject of “ Kan-
sas Landscape and Design,” said Kathy Cayton, one of the
coordinators. The public isinvited and there will be an ad-
ministrative charge. For questions, call 460-2161.

Singles dance Friday

The Colby Singles Group will hold its monthly dance on
Friday from 8 to midnight at theAmerican Legionin Colby,
said Don Birzer, organizer. Entertainment for this month’s
event will be provided by Off Limits, featuring Dick and

Maybelle Moore and Bill Summers. For questions or other
information, call 462-2127.

Vendors wanted for Chautauqua

Food vendorsareneeded in Juneduring Chautauqua, saic
L eilani Thomas, oneof thecommittee members. Any groups
or organi zationslooking for afundraising event might want
to consider this opportunity during the week of June 11
through June 15. Food serviceisneeded each evening from
5to 7 p.m. with beverages and sandwiches offered. Other
volunteers are also needed. To see how to help during this
event, call 460-7643 or writeto 350 S. Range#10.

West Nile tips issued

TheThomas County Health Department isreminding ev-
eryonetobeawareof theWest NileVirusand mosquito popu-
lation through prevention efforts. For example, when out-
doors officials said to use arepellent with DEET and extre
clothing. Off brand bug spray has proven to be the best re-
pellent, said Juanita Dewey, Thomas County Health.
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