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Crossword

Tod The Dinosaur • PR Condron

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Bidding Quiz
There are some bidding sequences that, for prac-

tical purposes, are regarded as impossible — that
is, you cannot have a hand that fits the bid or bids
you’ve made. In each of the following five cases,
specify whether the last bid made by South is Pos-
sible or Impossible.

1. West      North East      South
       1 [D]      2 [D] 3 [D]     4 [D]
2. South      West North    East
       2 NT      Pass 3 [H]     Pass
       6 [H]
3. West     North East     South
       Pass     1 [S] 4 [H]     5 [S]
4. South     West North     East
       1 NT      Pass 2 [S]      Pass
       2 NT      Pass 3 [S]      Pass
       3 NT
5. South West North     East
       1 [D]           Pass 1 [S]

     Pass
       3 [S]           Pass 4 [S]

     Pass
       4 NT

 * * *
1. Possible. In standard methods, the cuebid by North

shows a huge hand with a probable void in diamonds.
For the four-diamond bid, South might have a hand
certain to produce a game and yet not be in a position
to choose the best trump suit. For example, he might
hold [S] J752 [H] J874 [D] 93 [C] A106. Rather than at-
tempt to guess whether to bid spades or hearts, he
should let North choose the trump suit by responding
to the cuebid with a cuebid.

2. Impossible. By partnership agreement, a two-
notrump opening indicates either 22 to 24 points or 21
to 22. It also shows a balanced hand containing no voids
or singletons and not more than one doubleton. South
should not punish partner for responding with three
hearts by jumping to six, since North might have only
three or four high-card points. The most South can do
to encourage a slam is to make a cuebid — such as three
spades, four clubs or four diamonds — to imply heart
support and slam interest.

3. Possible. South might have a slam-going hand
where his chief concern is the possible loss of two heart
tricks. The five-spade bid asks North to continue bid-
ding only if he has first- or second-round control of
hearts. South could have [S] K9752 [H] 73 [D] A [C]
AKJ94.

4. Impossible. The two-spade bid by North shows
weakness and asks South to pass (which South should
have done). The three-spade bid simply repeats the
previous plea. South cannot continue to rebid the same
values he showed when he opened with a notrump ini-
tially.

5. Impossible. North could have passed three spades
since South’s double raise, though invitational to game,
was not a forcing bid. If North chooses to carry on to
game — possibly with a marginal hand — South can-
not then decide to change his spots and attempt to get
to slam. Such a sequence of bids is illogical, since in
effect South has put the partnership in a position where
there is no way to play in four spades.

 Handle With Care
When you’re playing a grand slam, you should be

willing to devote much more time and attention to the
project than when you’re playing, say, two diamonds,
trying to make an overtrick.

You can’t afford to be careless with grand slams.
Every means of protecting and ensuring the contract
should be investigated and pursued. It is not enough
merely to adopt a promising line of play when there is
an even better one available.

Take this hand where West led the king of hearts to
declarer’s ace. South saw that the contract was in seri-
ous danger from the start, but his prospects improved
greatly when he cashed the Q-J of trumps and both
opponents followed suit.

Indeed, the hand now appeared to be a cinch, since
South could play three rounds of spades, discard a heart
from dummy and then ruff his only apparent loser, a
heart. But when he led a spade to the ace and another
one back to the jack, West showed out, and South was
in deep trouble. There was only one trump left in dummy,
and he could not ruff both a heart and a spade with it,
so he finished down one.

A little more thought might have enabled declarer to
find the winning line of play. After the trumps turned out
to be divided 2-2, South should have recognized that
the only remaining danger was a 5-1 or 6-0 spade break.

He could have prepared for this possibility by first
cashing the king of spades and then leading a spade to
the ace. If both opponents followed suit, he could then
claim the rest of the tricks. But if either opponent showed
out of spades, he would have still another possibility to
fall back on. He could lead the king of clubs from dummy
and bank his hopes on East’s having the ace. In the ac-
tual deal, this added safety measure would have
brought home the contract.


